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N° I. 

REPORT ON THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT; 
HY RICHARD GRIFFITH, CIVIL ENGINEER. 



Dublin, February fith, 1825. 

REI OKI on the Southern District of Ireland; containing, An Account of the 
several Works that were effected in it during the period of Distress, in the months 
of June, July and August last, together with a Description of the Public Works now 
111 progress, and those which it would be advantageous to undertake in that 
District. 

Richard Griffith, 

To the Right Honourable, Civil Engineer. 

Henry Goulburn, 

&c. & c. &c. 



SIR, 

A L 1 HOUGH the detail of my proceedings, and nearly all my views respecting 
proposed Public Works in my district, have been already laid before his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, in the form of letters or detached reports ; yet as these have 
never been embodied, I think it my duty, in presenting the account of the Money 
expended by me during the last summer and autumn, to submit to you, for the in- 
formation of his Excellency, the following Sketch, of what has been effected with the 
money committed to my charge, and also to suggest, in addition to the works already 
commenced, the adoption of such other Public Works as appear to me most likely to 
give a permanent stimulus to industry, and enable the agriculturist and manufacturer 
to bring their produce to market at a reasonable rate. 

I he district which his Excellency did me the honour to commit to my charge 
comprehends the counties of Limerick, Cork and Kerry. It is bounded on the 
north by the river Shannon and the Keeper Mountains; on the east by the counties 
of Tipperary and Waterford, and on the south and west by the Atlantic Ocean. 

On my arrival in Limerick on the 6th of June 1 822, 1 found the distress in that 
county so widely diffused, that I thought it necessary to apply to his Excellency for 
a grant of 6, 000 1. in order to afford immediate employment to the people generally- 
and as much as possible near their own houses. 3 9 

The plan which I deemed best calculated to effect this primary object in the most 
beneficial manner, was, to employ the people on such public roads, leading from town 
to town, as were not turnpike roads, and for the repairs of which, no contracts had 
been entered into by the Grand Jury with individuals. This I thought preferable, in 
the -first instance, to the commencing of any new roads, as much time would have 
been expended 111 laying out and preparing the work, the operations on which must 
have been necessarily confined to particular points, and would have given employment 
to a comparatively small number of individuals. 

My application having been acceded to by his Excellency, I commenced an ex- 
amination of the roads of each parish, and fixed on certain gentlemen, and sometimes 
committees of gentlemen, who undertook to oversee the labourers, and carry my 
directions respecting the necessary repairs into effect. In allocating the money to 
be expended in each parish, 1 was guided by the returns of the number of individuals 
m distress, which returns were furnished to me by the Agricultural Association of 
-L/imerick, to whom the whole of the money previously granted by the various com- 
mittees of Great Britain and Ireland for the relief of the poor of the county of 
imerick, had been committed. To the continued exertions of this Association, and 
le minute and accurate manner in which their business was conducted, the people 
or the county of Limerick are much indebted ; and I cannot resist expressing mv 

frnm?l tl0n ° f then ’ COn< ^ ct > and .of mentioning the assistance I uniformly received 
fi om them on every application. 3 

fe-„n* le f ir<!W . lt T 0f tlle ? ount y having been completed, I left my assistant, Mr. John 
aao t0 mC m Llmenck > and P a y the labourers every Saturday ; this lie 

effected 
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effected with great industry and activity ; but owing to an unexpected delay in the 
ripening of the potatoe crop, I found it necessary, towards the end of the month of 
July, to apply to his Excellency for an additional grant of 1,000/ to enable me to 
employ the people of the county ford week, beyond that on which I had first calcu- 
lated. This application having also been acceded to, the former arrangements were 
continued until the 10th of August; blit, to prevent persons applying for charity- 
work, who had any other means of support, by agreement with the Agricultural 
Association, I reduced the price of labour from eight-pence to sixpence per day. Under 
this system, I am happy to say, that in the county of Limerick, upwards of 120 miles 
of public road were drained, formed and repaired ; many steep hills were lowered, 
and several new gullets or passages for water under the roads, were made in every 
mile, at a comparatively trifling expense. 

When I commenced operations, many of the roads were nearly, and some actually 
impassable ; when finished, they were conceived to be in such admirable order, that 
contracts were entered into by respectable gentlemen with the Grand Jury of the 
county at the last assizes, to keep several of the most important in the same state of 
repair, at the rate of 8/. per mile, per annum. 

Great attention was paid to the present roads, through the wild, neglected, and 
lately disturbed district, to the west of the towns of Newcastle and Rathkeale, which 
during the last spring were quite impassable ; many bridges have been repaired, and 
some rebuilt, and I have the pleasure to state, that owing to the improved state of the 
roads, the judges on the circuit of last summer, were, for the first time, enabled to 
cross this district on their way from Limerick to Tralee. 

During the period of distress, upwards of 7,000 persons were daily employed by 
me, for the space of seven weeks, in the county of Limerick, at an expense amounting 
in the whole, to the sum of 7,000 /. which was divided among the several parishes, 
according to the following table : 



Casli paid 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 
■ Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

* Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

* Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto :- 
*• Ditto - 

- Ditto. - 

- Ditto - 

- Ditto 



TABLE. 

to the Union of Adare, being the amount of their Grant 

to Parish of Abbeyfeale - 

to Union of Ardagh and Ratbronan - 

to Parish of Alrington ------- 

to Aney and Cahircorney ------- 

to Athlaca --------- 

to Askeaton ____ 

to Bruree and St. Coleman ------ 

to Bruff and Uregure ------- 

to Ballingarry --------- 

to Castleconnell - -- - - -- - 

to Croom and Dysart - - - - - 

to Croagb - - - - 

to Corconiahide - -- -- -- - 

to Cahiroonlish ------- 

to Doone and Castletown ------ 

to Drehedartsna - -- -- -- - 

to Duntryleague - -- -- -- - 

to Donoughmore - -- -- -- - 

to Effin - 

to Emly ---------- 

to Fedamore and Glenagra - - - - 

to Glin and Kilfergus ------- 

to Kibnallock --------- 

to Killreedy and Athennessy - - - - 

to Kilfenny - -- -- -- -- 

to Kilfennan - -- -- -- -- 

to Kenry ---------- 

to . Kilpeacon - -- -- -- -- 

to Loughill - - - - - - - -. 

to Mapister - - j - - 

to Nantenan - - - - - - 

to Newcastle - ■ . - 

to Pallas Grean - - - - - - 

to Rathkeale 

to Sbanagolden - ' - - - *• - - ■ - : 

to Tuagh - 
to Tillybrackey 

£. 



£. 


s. 


d. 


65 


— 


— 


82 


- 


— 


234 


- 


— 


180 


- 


— 


268 


- 


- 


80 


- 


- 


60 


- 


- 


120 


— 


— 


163 


- 


- 


4^3 


4 


6 


116 


— 


— 


106 


- 


4 


60 


- 




160 


- 


- 


254 


- 


- 


245 


- 


- 


20 


— 


- 


230 


- 


- 


67 


1 


2 


30 


— 


— 


160 


16 


8 


128 


-■ 


- 


190 


- 


- 


110 


— 


— 


210 


- 


- 


20 


- 


- 


43 ° 




- 


222 


— 


— 


58 
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- ' 


210 


- u 


■ - 


66 
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-;*• ’ 


75 


: *r, 


■ - 


£68 
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19 ° 
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887 15 
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374 
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. - 


98 
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My business in tlie county of Limerick being completed on the 1st of July’ N ° 

I passed into the county of Kerry, where I found the inhabitants equally distressed. Mr. Griffith's- 
as in Limerick, but with the exception of a few parishes in the southern part of the 

county, no exertions were made to employ them, all relief being distributed v ^ ) 

gratuitously. 

On reaching Tralee, I had a special meeting of the Central Relief Committee for 
the county, summoned to consult with me on the best mode of employing the poor; 
but here no parochial returns were to be found of the numbers in distress, by which 
I should have been enabled, as in Limerick, to ascertain the sum requisite to employ 
the people ; but the Committee promised to procure the information I required as 
soon as possible. 

Having made my arrangements respecting the Presentment Works granted at the 
spring assizes for 1822, and having appointed Mr. Hill Clements as my assistant 
engineer, to carry the works into effect under the 3d Geo. IV. c. 34, not wishing 
to lose time, I left the county of Kerry for the city of Cork. 

On my arrival there on the 5th July, I attended a meeting of the Central Relief 
Committee of the county. Although system was observed, still no fixed principle was 
followed in allocating money to each parish ; the judgment of the Committee being 
formed from the examination of one or more delegates from each parish. 

Seeing the insufficiency, and frequently the injustice of a mode of proceed- 
ing, which was guided by no fixed rule, at my desire clerks were employed to 
arrange the whole of the documents in possession of the Committee, and from 
those documents I was enabled to form a general statement of the number in 
distress in each parish, from which it appeared, that in the entire county they 
amounted to upwards of 245,000 individuals ; and, subsequently, on more minute 
examination, I found that the number exceeded 300,000. 

On this statement, which was forwarded to his Excellency on the 12th of July, 
a grant was made of 6,000 l. one half of which was placed at my disposal, and the 
remainder was intrusted to the Central Committee. 

In the expectation that the season of distress and scarcity would terminate by 
the coming in of the harvest early in the month of August, and finding, from the 
great extent of the county of Cork, that it would be impossible to carry into effect 
the system I had adopted in the county of Limerick, I thought it expedient to 
unite myself to the Central Committee, and endeavour to regulate their parochial 
grants, according to the number of individuals in distress in each parish. This 
was soon effected, by means of the table I had formed ; and the Committee agreed 
that one half of the money, granted by them to each parish, should, in future, be 
placed at my disposal. By this means I was enabled not only to direct one half of 
the funds, granted by the Relief Committee of Dublin Castle, to useful Public Works, 
but also one half of those derived from the various Relief Committees of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; and, in consequence, a sum amounting to nearly 8,000 1 . was 
expended on the county of Cork, under my direction, between the 12th of July 
and 10th of August, during which time between 25,000 and 30,000 individuals 
were daily employed, at a comparatively trifling expense to the Government. 

On the 10th of August, finding that the labours of the harvest had become 
general, and fearing lest my giving employment might raise the price of labour, 
and thereby injure the already distressed farmer, I thought it advisable to put a 
stop to all Public Works in my district, and immediately repaired to Dublin, to report 
my proceedings and ulterior view, to the Lord Lieutenant. 

I cannot speak as accurately of the quantity of work done, during the period of 
distress, in the county of Cork, as in Limerick, having received but imperfect 
returns from many of the parishes : but, from the documents I possess, it appears, 
that previous to the 1 oth of August, 43 miles of new road had been opened 
and nearly finished ; and upwards of 460 miles had been formed and repaired, 
besides which, numerous hills had been cut down and watercourses made. 

In the western part of the county of Cork, particularly between Skibberreen and 
Crookhaven, and at Clonakilty, important new lines of road were laid out, and 
considerable progress made under my directions, and paid for out of the charity 
fund. Had these works been undertaken, and the expense defrayed from distinct 
funds, great inconvenience must have arisen in ascertaining what proportion of the 
individuals in distress were employed by me, and what by the Relief Committee, and 
iio desirable object would have been obtained. By the method pursued, the starving 
inhabitants of the south of Ireland have been relieved, and the greater number of 1 

249. B the 
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the roads throughout the country have been drained, formed, and repaired, at a veiy 
cheap rate, and in a very superior manner. 

I have thus briefly described my progress, and the general system adopted by me, 
in endeavouring to relieve the poor of the Southern District, during the late season 
of distress. 

I shall now beg leave to direct your attention to the works which have been 
carried on under my direction, subsequent to the i oth of August. But, in order 
to place the subject in the clearest point of view, and show the value and necessity 
of the several Public Works which have already been approved, and in part com- 
pleted by me, I shall endeavour to give a short description of the district, and 
explain the circumstances which have contributed to retard the progress of civiliza- 
tion and improvement in certain parts of it. 

Of the Southern District generally. 

The Southern Distinct exhibits great variety in its external aspect and the nature 
of its soil, and these circumstances have a great influence on the occupations and 
habits of the people. The eastern part of the county of Limerick, the northern 
part of the county of Cork, and the western part of the county of Kerry, are 
composed of limestone, covered by a rich and fruitful soil. These tracts are 
crossed in every direction by good roads, are very populous, are interspersed with 
towns and villages, and contain the residences of the gentry. 

The limestone and fertile plains of Limerick, Cork and Kerry, are separated 
from each other by a wild, neglected and deserted country, which has hitherto 
formed nearly an impassable barrier between them. This tract is bounded on the 
north by the river Shannon, between Loughill and Tarbcrt ; on the south by the 
river Blackwater, between Mallow and Millstreet, and from thence by the Southern 
Mountains, to the 'westward of Killarney. The country is hilly, but not mountain- 
ous ; the soil is wet and clayey, and the strata of which it is composed, consists of 
coal, and the rocks which usually accompany that substance. 

This large district of country comprehends altogether 600 Irish, or 970 square 
miles British, statute measure. In many parts it is very populous ; it contains, 
however, but two small villages, and but two resident landed proprietors, namely, 
tile Knight of Glyn, on the banks of the river Shannon, and Mr. Leader of 
Dromagn, on the banks of the river Blackwater ; the distance between whose houses 
is 30 miles Irish, or 38 f British miles. 

As might be expected, under such circumstances, the people are turbulent ; 
.and, their abodes being nearly inaccessible for want of roads, their wickedness has 
frequently escaped punishment. 

lhis district is situated on the confines of the counties of Cork, Limerick and 
Kerry, and chiefly belongs to absentee proprietors ; these circumstances combined, 
have been the cause of its neglected state. 

The Grand Juries of Cork and Limerick were unwilling to expend their funds in 
making roads at the extremity of their countios ; and the Grand Jury of Kerry, 
though anxious to open a communication with Cork and Limerick, had not the 
power to do so, beyond its own limits. It is not, therefore, surprising, that, during 
the disturbances of the winter of 1821, and spring of 1.822, this district was the 
foCiis of, and asylum for, whiteboys, smugglers and robbers:; and that stolen cattle 
were driven into it from the surrounding flat and fertile country, as to a safeiand 
impenetrable retreat. 

Notwithstanding its present desolate state, this country oontains in itself the seeds 
of future improvement and industry. Its clayey soil, when drained, and manured 
with lime, soon becomes fertile, and produces excellent grass. Anthracite, or 
culm is abundant in many parts ; and beds of solid ooal are not unfrequently, met 
with, particularly near the southern extremity. The district is every where sur- 
rounded by limestone, and several hills, containing that .substance, occur in the 
interior. Nothing, then, is wanting, but good roads to facilitate 'the transport, and 
°? t ^ ese different mineral productions to make this country susceptible 
ot the highest improvement ; a fact which’ is incontestibly proved by the comparative 
fertility of the country in the vicinity of Newmarket and Kanturk, where the soihis 
similar, but Where there are 1 'passable 1 'Communications avith the neighbouring lime- 
stone ^country. This last-mentioned district has, however, .enjoyed peculiar 
advantages m theTesidence at Newmarket of Mr.. AldvvpKth, the mroprietor of large 

KHJ 3q ° 01 9amiao > n! «iii .estates 
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estates in that neighbourhood, who, for upwards of fifty years, was remarkable for 

kindness to his numerous tenantry, and for his unabated endeavours to promote £ Ir - Griffith’s 
. . , - * ' iveport on the. 

their welfare *. Southern District. 

New Roads. '■ 

The New Roads through the district situated between the river Shannon and 
Blackvvater, which have received his Excellency’s approval, and on which consider- 
able progress has been made, are : — 

1st.— Road between the villages of Abbeyfeale, in the county of Limerick, and 
Newmarket in the county of Cork ; length 18 Irish, or nearly 23 British 
statute miles : 

2d. — Road from Castle Island in the county of Kerry, to Newcastle, in the 
county of Limerick; length 20 Irish, or 25 i British miles : 

3d. — Road between the towns of Newmarket and Charleville, in the county of 
Cork; length of new road 11 Irish, or 14 British statute miles : 

Total, 49 Irish, or 62 £ British miles. 

In addition to the effect, which the opening of roads through this district, will 
have in its future civilization and improvement, they will bo of great importance 
and utility to the surrounding country ; and, in proposing these roads for the 
approval of his Excellency, this object has never been lost sight of. 

The communications between the northern part of the county of Kerry, and the 
city of Cork, which is the market for produce of every kind, are now very 
circuitous. 

By the present road, the distance from Listowel, the principal town in that 
district, to Cork, is 78 miles Irish, or 99 English miles; by the new ppe, which 
passes through the hilly country in a south-east direction, the distance will be 
49 Irish, or 62 k British miles ; making a saving in distance of 39 Irish, or 49 { 

British miles. 

This road has been laid out along the valley of the river Feale, and gradually 
reaching its source, descends to Newmarket, by the valley of one of the branches 
of the river Duallow. In point of level, it will be superior to the present circuitous 
route to Cork, which skirts round the boundary of the hilly country, and passes 
through the towns of Tralee, Killarneyand Macroom. 

In the present depressed state of agriculture, it becomes an object of great im- 
portance, to enable the farmer to convey his produce to market at the least possible 
expense ; and, in this point of view, this road will be of great value. 

From returns which I have received from the weigh-house of Cork, it appears, 
that, upwards of 30,000 firkins of butter, present value about 52,000 /. are annually 
sent from the northern parts of the counties of Kerry and the immediately adjoining > 

district of the county of Limerick, to be sold at Cork. 

In order to save the great length of road by Tralee and Killai-ney, the small 
fanners are in the habit, during the summer season, of sending their butter on the 
backs of horses by the present mountain path, as far as Newmarket, where a few 
join together, and place the butter in carts, from whence it is drawn to Cork. 

The distance between Newmarket and Listowel, the nearest part from whence the 
butter is sent, is 25 Irish, or nearly 32 miles British; and tor this distance, from 
eight to twelve horses, and as many men, are employed to convey twontydbur firkins 
of butter, the common load for a single horse cart ! Similar facts might be 
stated, respecting other species of agricultural produce, were it necessary to particu- 
larize them. 

The road between Castle Island, in the county of Kerry, and Newcastle, in tjie 
county of Limerick, traverses the hill country, nearly at right angles with that 
from Abbeyfeale -to Newmarket. 

This road will be very level, and will shorten the distance between K jllarney 
and the southern parts of the county of Kerry, with the cities of t<imerick and 
Dublin, 23 Irish, or 29 i British miles. The present rqa.d from Killarney, by 
Tralee, Listowel and Tarbert, to Limerick, being 75 miles Irish, or 95$ British 
miles, while the new road will.be but 52 miles Irish, pr little more tfyip $6‘ British. 

The third road, at present in progress in this , djstriqt, namely., that from . New- 
market to Charleville, will pass .through, and open a part of the, country hitherto 
quite inaccessible, as, previously to its commencement, there was, literally, ,po safe 



* Withlh theffast'few months, 'Mf. Aldworth determined ifinally to leave iNe^markot; .bfit it is 
' to be hoped that the beneficial effects of his long residence will still continue to operate, 

pass 
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N“ i . pass for horsemen through it. Hence, during the late disturbances, several hills 
Mr. Griffith's near the line of the new road, were selected for the meetings, and even camps of 
Report oil the the insurgents. 

Southern District. inhabitants of the neighbourhood of Charlcville, and also of Newmarket, 

will derive great benefit from this road, not only from the communication which it 
will open, but also from the facility it will afford them of procuring fuel at a cheap 
rate from two large turf bogs, through which it passes, and which from want of 
roads are at present nearly inaccessible from either of those towns. 

There are three other lines of road through this part of the district, that I 
should wish to recommend to his Excellency, for his consideration ; one half of the 
expense of forming which might be paid by the Grand Juries of the several counties 
through which they pass, and the remainder out of the consolidated fund arising 
in Ireland, under the Act of the 1st Geo. IV. c. 81. 

The proposed Roads arc, 

1st. — The continuation of the Charlcville and Newmarket road, from New- 
market to Castle Island, a distance of 15 Irish or 19* British miles, but 
requiring only 1 4 miles of new road, as one mile of the present mountain road 
next to Castle Island might be preserved. This road, if completed, would 
open a direct and very desirable communication between Tralee, Killarney, 
and the middle part of the county of Kerry, with the northern parts of the 
county of Cork, and the adjoining districts of the counties of Limerick anti- 
Tipperary. 

2d. — The opening of a new road between the towns of Listowel, in the / 
county of Kerry, and Ardagh, in the county of Limerick. The length of 
new road required would be 10 miles ; it would open a direct and very short' 
communication between Listowel and the northern parts of the county of 
Kerry, with the city of Limerick. , . , „ . . , 

• * J Irish. British. 

The distance by the present road between these towns is 41 or 52 f miles. 

- - - - by the proposed road - - - 30 or 40 



Saving a distance by proposed road 



11 or 14$ 



3d* — The last line of road which I should recommend for his Excellency’s 
consideration in this part of the district, is highly important ; though very 
short, it is intended to open a direct communication along the north bank of 
the river Blackwater, between the coal mines of Dromagh, Coolclough, &c. 
and the town of Mallow. 

The present road is circuitous and hilly, that which I propose would be 
direct and level, and would shorten the distance upwards of three miles. 

The entire length of the new road will be but five miles ; its expense 2,800 1 . 
one half of which sum might be paid by the county of Cork, and the remainder 
out of the consolidated fund ; it should commence at the village of Coolclough, 
and terminate at the head of the unfinished navigation, originally undertaken 
by the Irish Parliament, for the purpose of connecting^ the town of Mallow 
with the collieries ; but six miles only were in part completed. 

In the present state of the south of Ireland, the coal mines, situated on the north 
bank of the river Blackwater, are of the utmost importance to its agricultural 
prosperity, as it is chiefly from the coal supplied by them that the lime is burned* 
which is the principal manure used in raising corn crops throughout a district of 
forty miles in diameter. 

The principal colliery now at work, is Dromagh, which has continued without 
interruption for nearly a century. Within the last four years, great exertions have 
been made, and a considerable capital has been expended on useful works connected 
with this colliery,* which is now in good order, and capable of supplying any de- 
mand ; but, unfortunately, owing to the depression of agricultural produce, the 
coal sales have lessened nearly in the proportion with which the facility of supply- 
ing them has increased ; the fanners finding themselves unequal to the expense of 
sending long distances for coal, and necessarily returning with light loads over bad 
and hilly roads. to ■ j jc\j yo betlTK) re**! oJiaw* 1 * 



* Three hundred miners and' labourers are constantly employed at this colliery,- -and in the works 
connected with it; • .. . , r ... 



The 
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The completion of the proposed line of road, would greatly facilitate the trans., N° i. 
port of coal to Mallow, which maybe considered as the centre of the com country; Mr. Griffith’s • 

and, afterwards, if an iron railway were laid along the side of the new road, the Report on the 
price of coal might be considerably reduced at that market. Southern District. 

If these three proposed roads, together with those already in progress, were com- ' 

pleted, I am of opinion that the entire country, situated between the river Shannon 
and Blackwater, would soon change its character and appearance ; and from being 
wild, neglected, and nearly unknown, it would become the principal scene of traffic 
and thoroughfare between the counties of Kerry, Limerick and Cork. 



In the foregoing pages I have made no observations respecting the Southern 
and most extensive part of my District, namely, the country situated to 
the south of a line drawn along the valley of the river Blackwater, by the 
towns of Fermoy, Mallow, Millstreet, Killarney and Castlemaine. 

District to the South of the River Blackwater. 

The character of this part of the country is quite distinct from the Northern already 
described. It consists of a succession of ridges of hill, and frequently of steep and 
lofty mountain chains, divided by long and narrow vallies, having an east and west 
direction. The mountains are composed of a succession of strata of roofing slate, 
slaty quartz rock, and occasionally schistose limestone. Very promising appearances 
of copper mines are observable in many parts, particularly in the south and south- 
west, and Allihie’s mine, situated at the western extremity of the barony of Beer and 
Bant’ry, affords a striking example of the beneficial effects which the country would 
derive, were such undertakings more general*. 

There are at present excellent lines of communication through the southern moun- 
tains, where the roads have been conducted in an east and west direction in the line 
of the vallies ; but so little skill has been displayed in the laying out of those which 
traverse the country in north and south direction, and cross the mountain chains, 
that very few are passable for wheeled carriages. 

The Public Works now in progress under my direction, in this part of the 
District, are, 

1st. — Road from Skibbereen to Crookhaven, in the barony i r j s b. British 
of West Carberry and county of Cork, length of new road - 1 8 or 23 miles. 

2nd. Road from Clonakilty in the county of Cork, along 
the sea shore to Ring 2or2 i 

3d. Road from Timoleaguc in the county of Cork, along 

the sea shore to the harbour of Court-massherry - - 3 or 3 I 



Total - - - 23 or 29 { 



Skibbereen and Crookhaven Road. 

The harbour of Crookhaven is much resorted to by shipping, including men-of- 
war, East and West Indiamen, during the severe gales of the autumn and winter ; and 
smuggling, though much lessened by the exertions of the Preventive Service, is still 
earned on to a certain degree, owing chiefly to the impossibility of a rapid communi- 
catmn by land, between the numerous creeks and inlets on the coast. 

./he entire distance between the harbour of Crookhaven and Skibbereen is 22 
nnles, and 18 miles of new road will be required. Skibbereen is the nearest post 
town, and Castle Townsend, where the custom-house is situated, is 4 miles further. 

1 Qi P -M Sent ’ t ^ le winter season, the communication between Crookhaven 

and Skibbereen is nearly suspended, frequently to the great inconvenience of the 
shipping. 

1 P°P u . latl0u of this District exceeds 32,000 ; there are but three resident 
anded proprietors, and an equal number of protestant clergymen.. 

Horn the neglected state of this extensive tract of countiy, of course wheeled car- 
riages have not yet been introduced ; and every variety of farming produce has 
, *?. 0 earned on the backs of horses to the market of Skibbereen ; notwith- 
s anding which, the district sends upwards of 6,000 firkins, of butter, value about 



2 % 



1 live hundred persons are constantly employed at this mine 

c 



10,500?. 
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10,500/. annually to Cork market, in addition to a very large export of oats and 
barley. 

Considerable progress has already been made in the new road ; nearly the whole 
line has been fenced and partly formed, and the bridges will be proceeded on early in 
the spring. 

The other roads in progress, namely, those from Clonakilty to Ring, and from 
Timoleague to Court-massherry, have been undertaken, merely to complete works 
commenced during the period of scarcity ; and being on the sea shore, and left 
unfinished, had not means been taken to protect them, every thing that had been 
done, must have been destroyed and carried away during the severe storms of last 
winter. 



Proposed Works, not yet commenced. 

The following works are placed in a separate class from the foregoing ; and it is 
proposed that the money required to complete them would be paid, one half by Grand 
Jury presentments, and the remainder out of the consolidated fund arising in Ireland 
under the 1st Geo. IV. c. 81. 



ROADS. 



1st. — Improvements on the road from Macroom in county Irish. British. 

of Cork, to Glenflesk in the county of Kerry - - - 10 or 12| 

2nd. — Road from Caliirswecn to Cove Castle, on the river 

Kenmare, in the county of Kerry - - - - - 17 or 21 f 

3d.— Road from Kenmare in the county of Kerry, to 

Glengarriff in the county of Cork - - - - - 10 or I2f 

4 th.— -Road through the Bogera Mountains, from the valley 

of the river Blackwater, to Blarney in the county of Cork - 14 or 1 7 1 

Total - - - 51 or 64 1 



BRIDGES. 

5th. — Bridge over the river Feale at Listowell in the county of Kerry. 

6th. — Bridge over the Bandon river at Baxtersford, in the county of Cork. 

7th. — Bridge over the river Lea, above the city of Cork. 

l . — Road from Macroom to Glenjleslc. 

The country between Macroom, in the county of Cork, and Glenflesk, in the 
county of Kerry, is in many respects similarly circumstanced with that comprehended 
between the river Shannon and Blackwater already described. It is a mountain 
tract, situated on the borders of two counties, and, consequently, neglected by both. 
Owing to the want of a carriage road in the line I propose, the whole of the in- 
habitants of the Southern Baronies, in the county of Kerry, particularly from Glaner- 
ought, and Dunkerron in the valley of the river Kenmare, in going to the city of 
Cork, are obliged to make a very long dHour through Glenflesk, nearly to Killarney, 
before they reach the coach road. Irish. British. 

The distance from Kenmare town to Cork, by the present road, is 64 or 81 I 

By the road I propose - - - - - - - 45 or 57 ? 



Saving in distance - » - 19 or 24 1 



The length of road to be made is but ten miles, and the entire expense to the 
Government, as will appear by the estimate, will not exceed a, 750 1 . 

The formation of this road will also shorten the distance between Killarney and 
Gork fiye Irish miles. • ... 

The principal disposable produce of the southern parts of the county of Kerry, is 
butter ; the quantity sent annually from this district to Cork, amounts to 10,000 
firkins, the whole of which is at present .carried on horses backs; there being 
generally .two, and sometimes .three firkins placed on each horse. If a level road 
Were open, .wheeled carriages would be soon introduced ; by which means one man 
and horse, could, with -equal facility, perform the same work, which now requires 
twelve men, and as many horses. 

' - f)j, £ Road 
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2 . — Road from Cahirsween to Cove Castle. 

The south-western mountainous district of the county of Kerry, which com- 
prehends the baronies of Iveragh and Dunkerrow, situated on the north of the river 
Kenmare, is for the greater part, quite inaccessible, from want of roads. Along the 
northern bank of the river there is at present a tolerably good road, though hilly 
in parte, from the village of Kenmare to Cove Castle, a distance of 22 miles ; and 
along the western coast of the county of Kerry, in the barony of Iveragh, between 
the villages of Kilorglin and Cahirswecn, near Valentia Island, there is an excellent 
road 20 miles in length, part of which has been lately completed by a loan of money, 
granted for that purpose by the Commissioners for the issue of money out of the 
consolidated fund, to the Grand Jury of the county of Kerry, to be re-paid by 
instalments. 

Between the termination of the Kilorglin road at Cahirsween, and the Kenmare 
road at Cove Castle, there is an extent of coast, in length 1 7 miles, along which 
there is at present no road. I should, therefore, recommend the formation of 
a road between Cahirsween and Cove Castle ; it would complete the circuit of the 
coast from Kenmare to Kilorglin, a distance of nearly 60 miles, and would open 
a direct communication with Cork by Kenmare. The completion of this road would 
also greatly facilitate the operations of the Preventive Water-guard at Ballinskelleya 
and other points along the coast, by enabling them to approach the creeks and bays 
with increased celerity, where landings are now made by smugglers with comparative 
impunity. 
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3 . — Road from Kenmare to Glengariff. 

This road is of great importance ; it would complete the direct communication 
between Bantry Bay and Tarbert, on the river Shannon. The distance between 
Kenmare and Bantry is but 1 4 miles, while at present, by the most direct road 
a carriage can pass, it is 64 miles. I have not yet had an opportunity of surveying 
the proposed line of road with sufficient accuracy to enable me to form a correct 
estimate ; but I am of opinion that 4,000 /. would complete it ; one half of which 
should be paid by the counties of Cork and Kerry, or by the landed proprietors on 
both sides $ the Marquis of Lansdowne, and the Earl of Bantry. 



4. — Road from Kanturk to Cork, through the Bogera Mountains. 

The Bogera Mountains are an eastern continuation of the Alpine range of 
Kerry and Killarney. At present they are traversed in a north and south direction 
by two roads, one from Millstreet to Macroom, and the other from Mallow to 
Cork. The distance between these roads is 18 miles. It appears to me to be an 
object of great importance to open the fastnesses in the middle space between these 
lines of road ; and very favourable vallies present themselves for that purpose. This 
line of road would shorten the distance between the town of Kanturk and Cork, 
four miles ; and would, in fact, be a continuation of the line of road now in progress, 
between Listowel, in the county of Kerry, by Newmarket and Kanturk to Cork. 
The lengh of new road to be made is fourteen miles. 

5.— BRIDGES. 

The bridge over the river Feale at Listowel was in great part carried away by 
the floods of last autumn. It is situated on the line of mail coach road, between 
Listowell and Tralee, by Tarbert, and is of great importance to the intercourse 
'' between the counties of Limerick and Kerry, and also between the Northern and 
Southern Baronies of the county of Kerry. 

This bridge was the only one which remained over the river Feale between its 
source and the sea ; and the fords are both difficult and deep in dry weather, and 
impassable after slight rains. 

■ 

16 . — Bridge over the Bandon R,iyer at BfwtffsfQrd’ 

This proposed work is on the line of mail coach road between Bandon and 
Bantry. A bijidge is much wanting to complete the communication, as the ford is 
dangerous and very deep 5 and owing to the peculiar situation, much skill will be 
required in constructing the foundations for a permanent bridge. 

W.oSS 249. Bridge 
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7 * — Bridge over the River Lea , above the city of Cork. 

The Grand Jury of the city of Cork have expended the sum of 10,000 l. in 
forming a new entrance into the city, in the valley, near the southern hank of the 
river Lea ; but, to complete the work, so as to make the entrance available for the 
northern, as well as the southern and western roads into the city, it will be neces- 
sary to make a branch road to the northward, and cross the river Lea, by a stone 
bridge. 

This work is much wanting, as many accidents have occurred, owin'* to the 
steepness of the hill, and narrowness of the street, by which at present, all carriage's 
and passengers are obliged to enter the city from the north-west. 



Bier at Tralee, in the county of Kerry. 

In addition to the Public Works already mentioned, I should wish to recommend 
for his Excellency’s consideration, the construction of a pier at Tralee, in the 
county of Kerry. 

The flat land skirting the bases of the mountains of the county of Kerry, is 
fully equal to any in Ireland in point of fertility; but, owing to the present reduced 
prices of corn, cattle and butter, the farmers are unable to defray the great 
expense of land carriage to Cork market, distant upwards of 6o miles. & 

If a pier were constructed in the harbour of Tralee, at which vessels from loo 
to 150 tons burden could load and unload, I am of opinion that an export trade 
on a considerable scale would soon commence, and a proportionate stimulus be given 
to the industry of the country. 

The several works described in the foregoing Report, arc those which appear to me 
to be the most important ; and which, under the present eicrumstanccs of this county, 
require public assistance to complete them. It is not, however, intended that the 
whole should be commenced in one season, but gradually ; so as to enable the 
Grand Juries of the several counties, (whom it is proposed should pay one half of 
the expense of the greater number) to do so, without taxing their counties too 
heavily. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to observe, that in conducting the public roads, and 
other works at present in progress in the Southern District, I have been guided by 
one fixed principle, from which I have never departed, - that of contracting witli 
workmen only, and not permitting any intermediate person or contractor, between 
me and the mere labourer or tradesman. The system I have pursued, has been to 
divide the different kinds of work into a great number of small lots, and to contract 
for each with the labourers of the adjoining lands. This method has enabled me to 
prevent oppression, to do justice to all ; and, what is of great importance, to intro- 
duce improved tools and implements into the country, by intrusting them to the 
labourers m the first instance, and taking repayment for them by easy instalments. 
I he result has been, that the same labourers, working at the same prices, who at 
hrst were unable to earn more than four-pence per day, can now with ease earn from 
ten-pence to one shilling ; and the consequence has been, that the most disturbed 
districts of the spring of 1822, have remained perfectly quiet during the present 
Winter, and the poor inhabitants express themselves as happy and contented. 

a |j e completed, their farms will become much more valuable, 
I™™ affo y de( of drawin g ] ™e to manure them, and of easy carriage for 



their produce to market. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Richard Griffith. 



— W®** on the Southern District, commenced by Ofdet 
ot His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, in which considerable progress lias been 
made under the direction of Richard Griffith, Civil Engine",- P g 

Ckarleville and Newmarket Road : 

Estimate . - - _ _ 

Sum already emended r , u • _ 

Sum still required to complete this road - - 



Carried forward 



5,400 


£. s. d. 


1,117 


' ! • 




4,203 - — 


- £. 


4,283 - - 
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Brought forward 

Skibhereen and Crookhaven Road: 

Entire length to be made 1 8 miles, estimate 250 1 per mile 
Bridges - -- -- -- -- - 



Deduct for oatmeal received 



- £. 4,500 
600 



£. s. d, 
4,283 - - 



44 # 
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Sunt already expended - - - - - - - - 5 00 

Sum still required to complete this road - 3>ooo - “ 

Sum granted for repairing cross roads, north of Newmarket, 
a? directed by Mr. Ooulburn’s letter of 6th November - 220 

Paid on account of repairs of these roads - 45 

Remains to be paid on this Account - - 1 78 - ~ 

The repairs of the whole of these roads are nearly completed, but 
the contractor had not drawn the money on the 31st December. 

Completing roads from Clonakilty to Ring, and along the sea shore at 
Court-massherry in county of Cork, as directed by Mr. Goulburn’s 
letter of 7th October " 3 00 _ ~ 

These works are contracted for, and are in considerable progress ; 

hut no payments have yet been made on account of them. __ 

Total sum required to complete works already in progress - £. 8,358 - - 

Works commenced, but in which little progress has been made : 

Road between Newmarket and Abbeyfeale, commenced by order of 
Mr. Goulburn : 

Sum granted to open this road - - - - - - 1 ,500 

Sum required to complete it - - - - - - - 6,850 

Total sum required to complete this road, which is"! g _ _ 

1 8 miles in length, and requires four large bridges - J 

Road between Castle Island and Newcastle : 

Twenty miles in length ; sum granted for opening this road by 
order of Mr. Goulburn ,500 

Sum required to complete it, including two large and several 
small bridges - 7,000 

8 > 5 °° ~ ~ 

Total sum required to complete works already commenced - - 25,158 - 

Sum which will be required by Mr. Griffith to carry on the works in the 
year 1823 15,000 

In addition to the above, I should recommend the following works under the 1 Geo. IV. 
c. 82, by which one half of the amount may be paid out of the Consolidated Fund, 
and the remainder by Grand Jury Presentments : 

Ultimate. Half. 

Road from Newmarket, county Cork, to Castle Island, . . , 

county Kerry, length 14 miles, estimate including *■ *• s ' a ‘ 

bridges - -- -- -- - 6,400 3 , 200 

Road from Ardah, county Limerick, by Attea to 

Listowel, county Kerry, length of new road 1 0 miles 4*65° 2 , 3 2 5 

Colliery road from Coolclough to Mallow Naviga- 
tion, five miles ------- 2,800 1,400 

Road from Macroom to Glenflesk - 3 » 5 00 1 > 75 ° 

Road from Cahirsween to Cove Castle, in county of 
Kerry, length of new road 1 7 miles, including two 
large bridges - - - - - - 00 3 , 65 ° 

Road from Kenmare, county Kerry, to Glendariff, 
county Cork - - - - - - 5,000 2,500 

Road through Bogera Mountains - - - - 4,800 2,400 

Bridge over the river Feale to Listowel - 3 > 000 i> 5 00 

Bridge over Bandon river at Baxtersford, county 

Cork - - - - - - - - 3,500 . : 

Bridge over river Lea, above the city of Cork - - 7,000 3,500 

V ' A ! * 0Q.(V7K 



Pier at Tralee 

- • 



Eitimnte. 


Half 


£. 


£. 


6,400 


3,200 


4,6fio 


2 , 3 2 5 


2,800 

3,500 


1,400 

L 750 


0 0 


1 3,650 


5.000 
4,800 

3.000 


000 

000 


. 3,500 

7,000 


1,759 . 

3,500 


- - 


Estimate 




£. 



2 3,975 - ;» 

l 8,0oct- 1 - 
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N " r - COPIES of several Letters received in the Civil Office, Dublin fVtl» c,.„ 
£« “ % Eng , iaeer ’ “ Southern DilS^twta 

Southern District. t ' ie ° tb °‘ June and 28th of November, 1 822. 

My Lord, Limerick, June 8th, i82». 

Since yesterday morning, when 1 arrived in this city, I have endeavoured to 
ascertain the extent of distress in the county of Limerick, and am sorry to sav that 
it appears to me to be very general, and to arise, not from a scarcity of provision but 
of money; the wretched inhabitants not having wherewithal to purchase any thins 
at ally price. This morning I visited the provision market, and was surprised to 
find it most abundantly supplied With excellent potatoes at3s. 4 d. perewt. - oatmeal 
of best quality at 15 s. perewt.; while wheat, of moderate quality, was sold at 
6s. 8 i. -perewt. and excellent at 8s. per cwt. ; now, though potatoes mav be 
higher by about 10 d. per cwt. than they have been for the last three years, oatmeal 
is fully as eliKip, and wheat lower than ever ; and, yet, the distress in this city is 
very great. Tins fact involves a very serious consideration as to the policy of the 
exertions now making to relieve the citizens. Their case is quite distinct from the 
inhabitants 0 1 the county. In towns, people are at all times in the habit of purchas- 
ing provisions. In the country, the poor man depends solely on the produce of 
his potatoe ground, for the support of himself and family ; if, that fail lie has no 
resource. u 

If, then, the inhabitants of the town require assistance when provisions are cheap, 
must we not look for a similar calamity at every succeeding year ? I fear charitable 
donations, on so large 0 scale, are likely to produce a greater degree of careless- 

eventualw 1 ^ h * ab il. an * S * 1 ’ e ? >ep * lng c*\° means t0 su PP ort ‘heir families, and may 
eventually lead to the introduction of the poor rate system. ’ 

inrWdT 0 ! *r the countl T. as far as I have been able to ascertain the fact, I am 
wb lb ieve * t i hat thl i lllSt ? !SS has reached its greatest height, in the district 

whmh skirts along the southern base of the mountains which separate Tipperary 
ft^Dmertak par cuhir'y the parishes of Donne and Pallis Groan, situated S 
of sLuaynMen f ‘ “i the m ? or y an<1 neglected country in the vicinity 

Kerrv °Of the fi I® “V. ^? ea Abbeyfeale, bordering on the county of 
inflow t fi ‘ 0f # ,es - d,stacts - 1 have Giis morning received very accurate 
ofCrlrb ‘ “, d exca ^ en i- clergyman, the Reverend C. Coote, 

nlwCrf’ 18 , he 0n,y res,dent g cntl ™an in the neighbourhood, 
inhabitants. exeidIons mv0 kecn nnremitted in distributing food to the wretched 

diaW^L 1 T” l ° f X “ min ? t ? lis district > and what c “ be do “ a . imme- 
2 t0 arap ay the people ; and shall forthwith report to your Excellency my 

d 1 hove at my disposal a sum 0/200/. voted by the 
Doone and Pallia a® ** #a * ( w 5 ® P** 0 ® estates in .the parish of 

reuairino- mark «nrl T tbe P llr P 0Se of employing the people in opening and 

G ean d ™ b * lkln g a nver «n their property. From Doone and Pallis 

mfwlv 1 Sl P - d “a WeSte ™ dmctioB 10 the ™™ty of Shanagtflden ; and on 
prLILe s te T me situation of the several bridges, for the repairs of which 
I have written letter / m i4, Unt ° 'fft/'Were granted at the last spring assizes. 

•SSSSttSlTJS 10 1 - - V a- Ag.kX, ,1 .1 Lin*- 

countv I thouxrbMf m P 1 meipal and most active resident gentlemen of tie 

the Set and to Y £ wait on them to procure information of the state of 
sending me down £ ° f *“ '“" cy “ in ** in 

grants, sen^bv tiie di'fforn ? e r ^ Uln trough which the greater part of the 
been distributed- ntrrl fi 11 ie f C° mn bttees of -Groat Britain and Ireland, have 

bodies, and other documents, I feel 

all their proceedings hL'e “e™ Zdlted 3ndlaborious “^racy with which 

a copy, of the resobitin!f I enclose for your Excellency’s consideration, 

irmnin'ilii'ELk \r . . ■■■«-* • > ^ ^ weie passed this morninc in pnnspnupnph nf m.v r*nm- 



• „ yuui excellency s consideration 

nT] 1C 1 w .®J e P ass ?d this morning in consequence of my com 

mittee are desirous to follow^ W1 perceive ^ at 111 employing the people, the Coin- 
Castle, anaTeZnd tbl f 5 Sy ? e * P ro P^ d by th e Relief Comini tee of Dublin 
expend the funds placed at their disposal ; not in the improvement 
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of any of the great lines of road through the county, but on private bye-roads, to N* I. 
small villages, bogs, &c. If the people be employed, and enabled to earn an honest Mr. Griffith’s 
livelihood for the next six weeks, as far as they are concerned, the object would be Report on the 
obtained by the means proposed by the Committee, But if the Government are to Southern District.^ 
advance, or rather give a free grant of the money, it remains with your Excellency 
to determine whether or not, it should be expended under the direction of parochial 
committees, on objects wholly local, or whether the main lines of the roads leading 
from town to town should not rather be selected, and the works intrusted to skilful 
guidance. If your Excellency should determine to expend a sum of money in 
employing the people of the county in repairing roads during this season of distress, 
the amount should necessarily be nearly equal to that usually granted for the pre- 
sentment of roads, or between G and 7,000/. and by making proper arrangements 
in selecting the roads every man might be employed. 

I11 this view, I have already formed a schedule of the roads that should be 
repaired ; but I believe your Excellency has no map of this county, and consequently 
any reference to it would be unintelligible. However, should any general road 
repairs be determined on, I shall make arrangements to supply your Excellency 
with a manuscript map of the county, as the grand jury map has never been 
engraved. I hope your Excellency will excuse the tedious length of this letter j 
but, under the present circumstances of the country, I thought it my duty to state 
with confidence every thing that appeared to me to be important. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

To His Excellency Your Excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

The Lord Lieutenant, (signed) Richard Griffith. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Limerick, June 15th, 1822. 

This, evening I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 14th instant, 
with an enclosure ; — an Extract from the Report of the Commissioners for the Relief 
of the Poor. I beg you will have the goodness to inform his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, that I feel highly grateful for the confidence. 1 reposed in me, and that 
it is my full determination to exert myself to the uttermost to carry into immediate 
effect my general plan for employing the poor, by repairing the principal lines of 
road between the different towns which are not turnpike roads, and for the repairs of 
which no contracts have been made with individuals by the Grand Jury. I hope to 
be able to make my arrangements so that every man, absolutely in want, shall be 
supplied with work. But I am sorry to say, from my own observations, and from 
accounts on which I can rely, that the distress in this county is far greater than 
I anticipated. I hope on Monday to be able to send a statement of the number 
of people in each district, specifying those who have food, and those who are abso- 
lutely destitute of it ; but, speaking generally, I can now mention, that in the 
western hilly country, in the neighbourhood of Shanagolden, Loughill, Glin, &c. 
the proportion of the people wanting food, amounts to one and a quarter in two ; at 
the base of the Gatt^es, in the neighbourhood of Kilfinnan, to one in two ; m the 
vicinity of Pallis Grean, Doone, Cahirconlish, &e. one in two ; and in the flat or 
Limestone district of the county, which fortunately occupies two-thirds of the whole, 
the persons in distress amount to one in four. 

During this week, as far as my powers extend, I have put every thing in motion. 
The bridges for which presentments were granted at the last assizes, are either in 
progress, or will commence to-morrow ; and in the neighbourhood pf Pallis and 
Doone, I have been able to lay out employment for upwards of 200 men on the 
estate of the Governors of Sir Erasmus Smith’s schools, which they empowered me 
to do, at their expense. 

I shall attend strictly to your directions in keeping separate the accounts pf the 
expenditure of the two sums of 3,000/. placed at my disposal, for the employment 
of the poor in this county. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To Alexander Mangin, esq* Your ippst obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 

nildKl • * »•< •••<■'}■:>»•: -v ’ - •* -'tu 

249 - 
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Sir, Limerick, June 20th, 1822. 

This evening, on my return to Limerick from a general examination of the works 
now carrying on under my directions, I had the honour to receive your letters of the 
1 7th and 19th instant. I beg you will have the goodness to explain to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, that the expression, “ as far as my powers extend,” made use 
of by me in my letter of the 15th instant, referred to the very limited means I possessed 
of employing the people of this county previous to the grant of 6,000 1 . as the whole 
of the presentments granted at the last spring assizes amounted to but 191 /. 165. §d. 

I am perfectly aware that the sum of 2,000 1 . first advanced to me, is to be applied 
solely to the carrying on of Public W orks, granted by presentments at the last spring 
assizes, and of course, I shall keep separate accounts of the expenditure, so as not to 
interfere with those of the two sums of 3,000/. 

In answer to your letter of the 19th instant, I request you will inform his 
Excellency, that to-morrow evening I shall have the returns sent in to me of every 
work now carrying on under my direction in this county, and that on Sunday or 
Monday I shall furnish a general statement of the whole for his Excellency’s 
information. 



I have the pleasure to observe, that as far as I have gone through the county, the 
relief to be afforded through me out of the fund of 6,000 1. together with the funds 
still in the hands of the Agricultural Association, which have been derived from various 
sources, is considered by the gentlemen as quite sufficient to pay and employ all the 
people in absolute want for the next six weeks ; at the end of which time, from the 
very promising appearance of the harvest, there is every reason to expect that relief 
will be no longer necessary. T1 ,, . , 

1 nave the honour to be, Sir, 

To Alexander Mangin, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 



Sh’j Limerick, June 23d, 1822. 

I have been so actively engaged during the last week in traversing the eastern part 
of the county ol Limerick, and in determining on the extent of roads to be repaired in 
each district, and appointing overseers to conduct the works, that I was unable to 
come into this city, except on Thursday evening, when I arrived late, received your 
letters of 17th and 19th instant, made a short and hasty reply to them, and set off 
early on Friday morning to the neighbourhood of Kilfinnanand Galbally, from whence 
I returned this morning (Sunday). 

It is my intention to leave this city on Tuesday morning for Rathkeale, from 
whence I shall proceed to visit the Western District of this county. 

In my letter of the 20th instant, I mentioned that so far as I had then proceeded, 
1 found that the sum of money I am enabled to allocate to each parish, out of the fund 
of 6,000 1 . was considered sufficient by the principal gentlemen of the surrounding 
district, to alleviate the wants of the people, by employing them during the next six 
weeks : and in my progress through the South-eastern Mountainous District of the 
county, on Friday and Saturday last, where the distress is certainly very great, the 
same opinion was expressed ; in addition to which there is every appearance of an 
eaily and a most abundant harvest, and in many parts, new potatoes will be plentiful 
towards the end of July. 

I shall now submit to you, for his Excellency’s information, the principle atifl 
detail of the system I have adopted in expending the two sums of 3,000 /. which have 
been placed at my disposal for the employment of the poor in this county, so as to 
allocate to each district a sum proportioned to the distress. 

To obtain the requisite detail, I found the numerous documents, collected by the 
Agricultural Society of Limerick, highly useful. From those documents it appeared 
that the county of Limerick contained about 15,000 families, equal to 82,500 indi- 
viduals, in a state of great distress. This fact formed a general groundwork for 
calculating the average sum which could be allowed out of the whole fund of 6,000 1. 
to each family, from whence the sum required for each parish or union was 
determined. But much caution was afterwards requisite in selecting the persons 
who should be intrusted with the hiring and general overseeing of the labourers ; its, 
owing to the great detail, it would have been impossible, without incurring a 'ruinous' 
districts' t0 em P* oy P a ^ overseers, capable of conducting work in 42 parochial 

. V. 7«vJ1 Having 
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Having satisfied my mind as to these facts, I commenced my general examination N° L 
of roads of the county ; and, as far as I have gone, have selected the principal lines Mr. Griffith's 

which required improvement or repair in each parish, which led from one town to Strict 

another. In this department one half of the sum allocated for each parish, is to , ou ' 

be expended, and the remainder, which belongs to the relief fund, when found 
advisable, will be laid out on the most important bye-roads, particularly those leading 
to villages or bogs ; but in no case has any horse-work been paid for, the farmers, in 
every instance, having cheerfully contributed horses to draw the requisite materials. 

The sum allocated per day for each man, is eight-pence, and four-pence to old 
men and boys. This low scale of wages has been resorted to, to prevent any 
possible interference with the farmers, in the event of their requiring labourers at 
the commencement of the approaching harvest. 

To regulate the payment of the people employed, I have had returns printed, 
and sent to my confidential agent in each parish, accompanied by a letter of in- 
structions. The returns are to be filled up every Saturday by the local overseer, 
and sent to me •, and on the following Tuesday, I shall send out my principal over- 
seer to pay the people, examine the work, and report to me. 

Two returns are to be made in each district, one for the principal roads to be 
paid out of the sum of 3,000/. from the grant of 50,000/. and the other from the 
3,000 /. granted out of the fund of the Relief Committee. 

This being the first week since the commencement of employment under the 
grant of 6,000 /. the whole system has not been carried into full effect. But, in the 
Eastern Districts, nearly three hundred people are actively employed in each parish ; 
the greater part of whom are paid by me, and the remainder from local subscrip- 
tions, and the funds distributed through the Agricultural Committee of Limerick. 

I enclose a copy of my letter of instructions, and also the printed form of the 
return. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To Alexander Mangin, esq. Your most obedient servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 



(Circular.) 

Sir, Limerick, June 21st, 1822. 

I have the honour to inform you that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has 
made a grant of 6,000 /. to be expended under my direction in employing the 
distressed poor of the county of Limerick. 

In apportioning this sum to the wants of the different parishes, I have been guided . 
by the returns sent into the Agricultural Association of Limerick, by the several 
local committees. 

According to this scale, the sum I shall be able to allot for your parish of 
is £ , one half of which is part of the parliamentary grant 

of 50,000 /. made for carrying on Public Works in this country, and must be expended 
in the repair of a public road or roads to be fixed on by me ; and the remainder 
may be applied to the repair of bye-roads ; but, in neither case, can the employment 
of horses be admitted. 

In the course of the next week, I hope either to go myself, or send my assistant 
to determine on the lines of road, through your parish, which it will be most 
desirable to repair. 

In the mean time, as you are now aware of the extent of the funds which can be 
applied to the poor in your parish, you will be able to regulate the amount which 
may be expended in each week for the next six weeks, at which time, it is hoped, 
that relief will be no longer necessary. 

This letter is accompanied by a number of printed returns, one of which is to be 
filled every Saturday, with the names and amount due to the persons employed on 
the public roads through your parish, and a second is to be filled in the same manner 
with the names of those employed on the bye-roads, or other works. It is necessary 
the accounts of each should be kept perfectly distinct. On the following Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday, I shall send a person to pay what is due for the preceding 
week. 

The price I have fixed for the payment of labourers, is eight-pence per day, and 
four-pence for old men and boys ; and, in general, only one man can be employed 
out of each family. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To the Secretary of the Your most obedient servant, 

Committee for the Relief (signed) Richard Griffith. . 

, fflf' t ttt!e Poor of 
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. . ^ Tralee, 1st July 1822 

R L Son the ° N Saturda y evenin 8' 1 completed my circuit of the county of Limerick, havintr 

Southern District. VISlted eve >7 P arlsh > and flxed 011 t,le extent of repairs of every road on which the 

-> labouring poor should be employed during the next four weeks, and I am happy to 

say that every tiling is satisfactorily arranged ; and, that at present, upwards of 
6,000 men are employed by me, who will be paid regularly once a week out of 
the grant of .6,000 1 . placed at my disposal by the Lord Lieutenant ; according to 
buy arrangement, nearly the whole of the leading roads throughout the country 
are in progress of repair ; and I have left my assistant, Mr. Kelly, to carry 
into execution, the details of my plans. In addition to the persons employed by 
me, there are, at least, 4,000 engaged in mere local works under the* direction 
of the different parish committees, which gives an aggregate of 10,000 persons 
employed at present in the county, exclusive of farming labourers. These 10,000 
men give support to 55,000 individuals, calculating 5 f to a family, which is the 
average in the county of Limerick, as ascertained by the late population returns. 
In the greater part of the county of Limerick, there is, at present, no urgent distressj 
as nearly the whole of the people who can work, are employed, and those who 
cannot, are fed, though sparingly, out of tile funds of the Agricultural Committee 
of Limerick. The only districts where further aid may possibly be requisite, are 
Shanagolden, Glin and Doone, and 600 1 . would cover the deficiency. I do not 
know whether the Agricultural Committee of Limerick will be able to supply this 
sum ; I have written to them on the subject, and expect their answer. 

In fixing on the roads to be repaired in each district of the county of Limerick, 

I have paid great attention to the leading lines of communication from the dif- 
ferent towns to the cities of Cork and Limerick, particularly the usual routes of the 
troops. 

In the western part of the county, I found the roads in a much more neglected 
state than m any other. From the town of Newcastle, the principal and direct 
line to Cork by Drumcolagher, was absolutely impassable; and several accidents 
occurred on it during the last winter. The road from Newcastle to Limerick is 
111 good order; but the bridge over the river Daar is broken down, and the pas- 
sage^s interrupted in consequence. There was a presentment of 50/. granted foi- 
ls bridge at the last assizes : but being quite inadequate to repair it, the overseers, 
on my applying to them to commence the work, renounced it as insufficient. 

As a direct communication between Limerick and Newcastle may be of great 
impor ance during the next winter, I thought it advisable to employ masons to 
rebuild the bridge. The situation is one of difficulty, owing to a bad foundation, 
an ,111 consequence, the bridge has been carried away by floods several times dur- 
mg the last ten years. I hope to be able to erect one in such a manner, that the 
/ w f aa J e 110 effect on it; but the expense will probably amount to nearly 
200/. of which 50 /. will be repaid by the county. 

In about three weeks the road from Newcastle to Cork by Drumcolagher, will 
111 goo repair, as will also the roads through the late disturbed mountain dis- 
trict from Newcastle to Abbeyfeale, and Newcastle to Attea. Within the last week, 

1 have traversed the whole of these mountains. At present the county is perfectly 
ma ^ remam „ so j but, to be prepared for the worst, I have made every 
i- . • . myfuui ds, so as to enable me to repair the roads in the disturbed 

Tn flip 1 , ave b eer ^ Vf 1 *® neglected by the Grand Jury for several years. 

, ] nwRr nf o g r b0Ur i00d ° f Nev y castle > Attea, Shanagolden, and llathkealc, I haye 
S ' J L >5 1 PCr -° nS em ^ ed ‘ The crops every where, even in the mqun- 
harvest • npw^n ! u f u<lant > alld t! ? ere ls every appearance qf a most abundant 
pSns S beabuudant. a “ d 1 think by ,0th ° f Au ^ 

T-rmii: n . I, have ttehqnpwito be,. Sir, 

ftp If rC f° ry ’ C ' S ^‘ Your most obedient bumble servant, 

' * * c - .mkwdGrffilh. 



§11, rrt | j * i q 

accImnS'bv''.?^ hoI i° ur t0 receive your lette/of tbAafitb of June, 

counties of f ™ “PP^cations for money to carry on proposed works in the 

3 ,'Pf Ken r. Cork and Tipperary. Not beingsufficiently acquainted 
h local circumstances, and with the value of the greater number of the proposed 

works, 
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works, I must beg to defer giving any opinion respecting them, until I shall have 
had an opportunity of examining the situation of each. 

Of the applications from the county of Limerick, namely, the pier, at Glin, 

I can speak decidedly. I have examined it within these few days, and have directed 
that 95/. of the money now expending in that parish under my direction, may be 
applied to its repair. The quarry is very near ; the building is to consist of a thick 
dry wall ; and a great deal of manual labour, and no horse-work will be required in 
filling behind the pier, and deepening the channel : 200/. in addition to the money 
now to be expended would be requisite to make the pier complete. 

At present the inhabitants of the surrounding country have no means of shipping 
their produce (consisting chiefly of corn) to Limerick. If the pier were completed, 
there would be a considerable trade in turf to supply Limerick and other towns 
upon the river Shannon. 

The erection of a small pier at Foynes, near Mount Trencliard, on the river 
Shannon, six miles above Glinn, would also be highly advantageous. There are 
admirable limestone quarries there ; and stones of any scantling can be procured 
with ease. If a pier were erected, the stones might be shipped at a very cheap rate 
for any public work on the river Shannon, or on the west coast of Ireland. 

Mr. Rice of Mount TrenChard, is proprietor of the surrounding country ; 
he would probably contribute half the expense for erecting the pier. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To William Gregory, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 

Si r> Tralee, July 3d, 1822. 

Yksteiiday there was a very large meeting of the gentlemen of the western parts 
of the county of Kerry, held at my desire, in this town. The greater number 
consisted of those interested in the presentments granted at the spring assizes of 
this year ; and, with few exceptions, I found them anxious to second the views of 
the Legislature, by employing the people, and giving up the general direction of 
the work and payment of the people, into my hands. As it is nocessary that 
I should proceed directly into the county of Cork, I have appointed Mr. Hill 
Clements, a practical engineer of considerable eminence, to act as my assistant in 
this county ; and I informed the gentlemen, that in my absence, they were to act 
under his direction, which they agreed to do. 

At my request there was also a meeting of the Central Committee for the Relief 
of the Poor of the county of Kerry; but I was not able to collect any accurate 
information from them. The extent of the distress in each parish has not been 
ascertained; and without such assistance, it is impossible for me to form any just 
idea of the real state of the poor inhabitants of the county. 

In the northern baronies of Iraghtyconnor, and Clanmorris, the distress is 
apparently as great as in the worst part of the county of Limerick. This district 
is much neglected ; the greater part of it is the estate of the College of Dublin, 
and consequently there are few resident gentlemen. 

On explaining to the Committee the necessity of their immediately procuring 
accurate parochial returns, similar to those of Limerick, they determined to do so 
without delay ; and promised to have a general statement ready for me by Saturday 
next. 

This day I examined the bay of Tralee, below Blennerville, which is about one 
mile to the west of this town. There are two or three situations where a safe 
harbour might be formed-at an expense of 7 ° r 8,000 1. But there is no accurate 
survey of the bay, which is a necessary preliminary to fixing on the best situation. 

The flat land, skirting the bases of the mountains of the county of 'Kerry, is ‘fully 
equal. in fertility to any in Ireland; and I am decidedly of opinion, that a safe 
harbour near Tralee would give a great stimulus to industry, by facilitating the export 
of com, provisions and butter, direct from Kerry to England. At present, a farmer 
going with his produce to Cork, is‘ absent from home six days, at a : great expense 
as well as loss of time. The inhabitants of Tralee and 1 its neighbourhood, are also 
desirous of having a canal made from Blennerville up to tliis'town, a> distance of 
one mile, on which vessels of about 80 tons burden could ply. The expense would 
be about 5,000 1. of this sum the inhabitants expect they would be able to raise by 
subscription about 2,oooU These round sums are mentioned merely to give his 
Excellency some idea of the expense at which the proposed works caiv be executed-; 

-249. but, 
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but, if he desire it, I can have such a survey of the harbours and canal made .. 
wdl enable me to decide on the situation of the pier, and form an accurate nl™ 
estimate of the works. * 1 ana 

To-morrow morning I leave this town for Killarney, where I have called a meeting 
of all persons interested in presentments granted at last assizes in the Southern Tlivi 
sion of the county ; and on Tuesday I shall proceed to Cork to effect the mml 
object. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, 

I o William Gregory, Esq. Your most obedient humble servant 

&c - &c ' &c - (signed) Richard Griffith. 



(Copy.) 

Instructions to Assistant Engineers respecting Presentments. 

r ® r ’ . , _ Cork, July 8th, 1822 

In carrying into effect the 1st and 2d clauses of the Act of the 3d of Geo iv 
c. 34, which relates to the presentments granted at, the spring assizes of this year' 

ln , actm £ for me in the county of Cork, you will pay strict attention to 
the following instructions : — 

Where presentments granted at the spring assizes have been completed to 
your satisfaction, according to the description given in the application for the 
presentments, you are to summon all the persons who have been employed 
m the ™ rk ! > whatever money you find to be due to any of them, you 
may pay. If they have all received what is due to them, you may hand the 
money to the overseer and take his receipt. 

Where presentments are in progress, you are to value what part has been 
effected , and if the work be sufficient, you may pay the workmen what is due 
to them. If you disapprove of the manner in which the work (whether it be 
road or bridge) is carrying on, you are to give the necessary directions; which, 
it not attended to, the presentment money must be withheld altogether. In 
continuing the work you are to pay the workmen once in every fortnight at 
east ; but, as you are responsible to me for the money, you are in no case to pay 
mUSt !f. l “" d tothemen either by yourself, or by some 
person who will be responsible to you. This is the Lord Lieutenant’s order 

haTe v" 0t yet been commenced, you must fix a day 
mLneT n wbVl A Uatl0n ’ ' “ y0U are to g ive P osit ive directions as to the 
f are t0 be ejected ; if the overseer refuses to 

Sw y mv«T St ™ thhold ‘he money till I return to the country and see 
the place myself. I hope this circumstance will not take place. 

effJct. XPeCttllatin 6Very ‘ nStanCC y ° U WiI1 Cmy the s P irit of these instruction, into 

T W m ?E„ ry - BUCk ’ Your humble servant, 

Assistant Engineer. (signed) Rk]mrd 



ineiorlntohl Excefiencv th ° /“I'f- 7 ° Ur letter of thc instant ,* enclosing a 
of Tarbert and its vidnij.^^c^t^ric ^ tbe T i ? h “ b ‘‘?"‘« of the village 
erection of a pier at the LL of Srt on Er ^ 

sev?r 7 h urs\t°Ta bert C0 n ° f Kerry, on M “ day last I remained 

KilrT ffLertoin vTheli m '? d tbe barbour with great care- Next to 
water good anchnr/o-P i im P ortant on the river Shannon, there being deep 
rtw g °tation ft ?,Tle , COm ^ tC Sbdter from the prevailing winds® A. 
river i t in , f ? ,™ lue ^ ban man y others, being rather too high up the 
for the agricultural 1 rirodn Cla T W ’i‘ t 1S ° f grC3t im portancc, as giving a direct vent 
Kerry ^" C "“ Url1 produce of 3 Iar gc Portion of the counties of Limerick and 

E*yt d trf^ the Fishing Board to hi, 

vantageous that vessels i * rbert w mentioned. But as it would be ad- 
larger than fishery boats, should be able to take in 

loading 
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loading at the pier, I am of opinion that it would be advisable to increase the scale K = j 
of the intended pier, so as to make it subservient to both purposes. ]\j q 

Not being in direct communication with the Irish Fishery Board,’ I have no means Keportpn the , 
of knowing the exact situation, or what their final views are respecting the proposed Southern District. 

piers and harbours on the western coast ; and without this information it is im- ' ~ 

possible for me to give any but very general opinions respecting them. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Wm. Gregory, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 



_ ^ ir ’ . .... _ Cork, July loth, 1 822. 

I mi quest that you will have the goodness to inform his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, that since my arrival in this city I have endeavoured to ascertain as 
accurately as possible, the present state of the population of this county ; and have 
arranged in a tabular form the number of families in each barony and parish in 
.actual distress from want of food. 

The Central Committee of the county of Cork, had taken no steps to form 
a general statement of this kind, and consequently the money hitherto distributed by 
them to the local committees, or to individuals, has been given without reference to 
the state of the county at large. 

Yesterday I laid my tabular arrangement of the parochial returns before the 
Central Committee, who adopted resolutions founded upon it, which I believe will be 
forwarded to you this day. 

From the general statement which I enclose, it appears that in the county of 
Cork, there are at present 40,000 families, amounting to 220,000 individuals in 
want ; but some of these families are in a much more distressed state than others, and 
many have, no doubt, been included, which on a more rigid scrutiny might ’have 
been omitted. In the baronies of East and West Carberry and DuhaJlow, the 
distress has reached a most alarming height, and great attention will be requisite to 
ensure a judicious and equitable arrangement in employing the people. 

It appears to me, that even at this advanced period of the season, the sum of 
6,000 i. in addition to the sum of money in the hands of the Central Committee 
will -be -requisite to keep the labourers employed until harvest. In the more fruitful 
.districts of the county of Cork, particularly in the vallies of the great rivers, new 
potatoes will be plentiful, and grown to their full size, in about four weeks ; but in 
.all the mountain districts, which form the greater part of this county, the inhabitants 
wdl require support, until about the 1 5th of August. 

If his Excellency should think fit to grant the sum of 6,000 1. for the relief of 
the poor in the county of Cork, I think the same system I have carried into effect 
in the county of Limerick could, to a certain degree, be advantageously adopted 



In the mountainous districts, where new lines of road are much wanting, and 
where they can be completed at a moderate expense, I would suggest the propriety 
of at once laying out the new lines, and employ the people on them, in preference 
to repairing the old and comparatively useless roads. 

. Tllls P ,a n, though it will require great personal exertion from myself and as- 
sistants, may, I think, be effected without much delay. But, generally speaking, 
where the roads through the county are merely out of order from long neglect, 

1 would repair them by manual labour, as I have directed in the county of Limerick. 

1 0-111 or row, at my request, there will be a general meeting in Cork, of the over- 
seers of roads and other public works, granted by presentment at the last assizes for 
this county, when I hope to be able to make such arrangements with the overseers, 
that no further time may -be lost in completing the works, many of which are already 
.in a forward state. 

The presentments for roads and bridges to be paid for by me in the county of 
Cork, amounts to 1,778 l. 10 s. 5 d. They are scattered over every part, and the 
distances to -be traversed are so great, that I have found it necessary to employ two 
assistant engineers to carry the works into execution, under my general super- 
lntehdanc'e. One of the gentlemen, Mr. Henry Buck, has had a great deal of 
practice 111 his profession in this country and in England ; and, the other, Mr. James ! 
.lardine, hhs been employed in laying out roads, and in other public works in this - 
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At present, there is lodged to my credit, in the Bank of Ireland, but 2,000 /, 
on account of the county presentments. The sum I shall require for the whole 
district under my direction, to pay the presentments granted at the last spring 
assizes, for roads, bridges and other public works, will amount to 4,960 /. 8 s. 5 d. 
namely : — 

£. d. 



County of Limerick 
County of Kerry 
County of Cork - 
County of the City of Cork 



191 16 5 

- 2,544 16 6 

- L77S 10 5 

- 445 5 1 



£. 4,960 8 5 



To William Gregory, esq. 
&e. &c. &c. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(signed) Richard Griffith, 



Sir, Cork, 1 1 th July 1822. 

In my letter of yesterday, I confined my observations to the county of Cork, to 
the exclusion of the city and liberties, which form a county in themselves. 

It appears from the general statements which I enclose, that the number of 
families in this city, which at present require assistance, amounts to 4,369 families, 
of individuals to 20,13d, while the whole population, as extracted from the late 
census, amounts to 100,553. 

The General Committee of the city have hitherto received no grants of money from 
Government ; and have received but 50 /. (in addition to their own subscription 
of 2,000 1. 5 s. ll^d.) from the Mansion-IIousc Committee of Dublin. 

At present the labouring poor arc suffering under great distress, and, owing to 
the stagnation of trade, very few are employed. I therefore suggest, for the 
consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the propriety of advancing 
the sum of 1,200/. to he expended, under my direction, on some useful works in 
the city. This sum, when added to that which remains from their original fund 
in the bauds of the City Committee, will in my opinion, be sufficient to employ 
those most in want, during the next five weeks. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To Wra. Gregory, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

See. See. See. (signed) Richard Griffith , 



Sir, Cork, July 16th, 1822. 

Taking it for granted that in a day or two I shall have the honour to receive 
a letter from you, in reply to my letter of the 1 oth instant, respecting a grant 
of 6,000/. to be expended in employing the poor in the county of Cork, I now beg 
to state to you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, my 
plan of operations for the next fortnight, the greater part of which time, I shall, of 
necessity, be absent from this city. 

My arrangements respecting the whole of the presentments of this county, and 
the employment of the poor for the next four or five weeks, will, I hope, be com- 
pleted by Thursday evening next. 

On Friday morning I mean to leave this city for Innishannon, where large 
presentment works are carrying on, under the immediate superintendance of my 
assistant, Mr. Henry Buck. From thence I shall proceed to Bandon, to examine 
the line of coach road near that town, proposed to be completed at the joint expense 
of the Government and the Duke of Devonshire. 

On Saturday morning I shall visit Clonakilty, and examine the situation of the 
pier and quay proposed to be erected in that harbour ; and proceed from thence to 
Myros Wood, to ascertain the necessity of erecting a bridge in that neighbourhood ; 
one half the expense of which Lord Kingston proposes to defray ; in the evening 
I shall go to Skibbereen, from whence I shall report on the above works, for the 
information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

O11 Monday and Tuesday I shall be employed in examining the country between 

Skibbereen 
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Skibbereen and Crookhaven, in the view of improving the line of road between those 
towns, the greater part ofwhichisat present impassable. 

The inhabitants of the district between Skibbereen and Crookhaven, as described 
;by the gentlemen of the county, are reduced to the most miserable state ; and the 
improvement of this line of road would afford ample employment for the present, 
.and in future facilitate the transport of the agricultural produce of the country 
to Skibbereen, from whence there is an excellent line of road to Cork. 

From Crookhaven I shall cross the mountains to Bantry ; and having completed 
■my business there, proceed by Macroom to Newmarket in the barony of Duhallow. 
I cannot say exactly when I shall reach Newmarket ; but, being of opinion that 
the opening of the country to the north and west of that town, is a most impor- 
tant object, as connected with the present and future security of the south of Ireland. 
I beg to assure you, that no personal exertion on my part shall be wanting to 
.complete the circuit, so as to enable me to commence operations in that district, 
within the next fortnight. 

During the present season, it will be useless to commence any roads that cannot 
be finished, or, at least, made passable before the ensuing winter. It will be there- 
fore, necessary to select the most important. In this view, I am opinion that the 
first object should be, to open a direct communication between Newmarket and 
Listowel in, the northern part of the county of Kerry ; and also between Newmarket, 
and Castle Island, in the county of Kerry. 

The communication between Newcastle in the county of Limerick, through 
Abbeyfeale to Listowel, is at present repairing out of the relief fund ; as also is the 
road through Ardah and Attea to Listowel. These appear to me to be the most 
important lines of road : but on examining the country more in detail, I may find it 
necessary to lay out, or repair others connected with them. On this subject, how- 
ever, I shall write at full length from Newmarket. 



K* I. 

Mr. Gri flair's 
Report on tbe 
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I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To William Gregory, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard, Griffith* 



gj r Cork, July 19th, 1822. 

I beg to state to you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
that both yesterday and this day I have been occupied in endeavouring to arrange 
matters with the Central Committee of the county of Cork, so as to form a systematic 
plan of relief; which after much trouble and great detail, has at length been 
effected. 

From henceforward, little or no money is to be given gratuitously. The whole, 
or nearly the whole of the labouring poor, requiring aid, will be employed in 
repairing roads, and other useful public works; and the distribution will be 
regulated accurately, in proportion to the wants of each parish. But, I am sorry to 
observe, from the facts which have been elicited in the progress of this very laborious 
investigation, that the extent of distress greatly exceeds what I had anticipated from 
my examination of the parochial returns. At the same time I am of opinion, that,^ 
though the fund which this morning amounted to 9,000 1 . (including the sum of 
3,000/. placed at my disposal), appears to me to be inadequate to the relief of the 
distressed, for a longer period than one fortnight from Monday next, that is, till 
the 5th of August. Still, I think, that the additional grants which may be expected 
from the London Committee, will probably supply a fund sufficient to relieve the 
distressed in the county of Cork, for a week beyond that time. T he sum required 
for this purpose will amount to about 4,000 /. 

To-morrow morning; early, I shall leave this city for the western part of the 
county, on the tour of examination I mentioned in my letter of the 1 6th instant. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To William Gregory, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) ■ Richard Griffith. 



Sir, Skibbereen, July 23d. 

I beg leave to state to you for the information of liis Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, that I left the city of Cork on Saturday morning last, on a tour of 
inspection of the public works carrying on under my direction ; particularly, the 
249. presentment 
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presentment roads, and those paid for out of the charitable fund ; and I have tl e* 
pleasure to observe, that the work has been generally very well executed • and 
Southern UieiTot *° “emitted attention of the gentlemen conducting the charity fund/ 

v ’ 111 each parish ; that many most useful roads have been repaired, and several new 

' ones made, at a comparatively small expense. 

On Tuesday evening I reached this place, having examined every road of con- 
sequence which has been repaired, or is repairing, in the South-western District n'f 
this county. ’ 

On Monday morning X examined the situation of the proposed bridge over 
tile Bandon river at Baxtersford, which is required to complete the great line of 
mail coach road between Cork and Bantry. 

Owing to the width of the river and the badness of the foundation, the expense 
ol erecting this bridge will be considerable, and much skill will be required I n 
this view I have directed my assistant, Mr. Henry Buck, to make a careful survev of 
the situation ; and on my return to Cork, I shall draw a plan for the bridge and 
calculate an estimate, of the expense : when completed, I shall forward it to you 
ior the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

The inhabitants of the district through which I passed are fully employed : and 
large supplies of meal having arrived from England to be distributed to the poor 
employed on the roads of the surrounding country, lam of opinion, that no 
further pecuniary aid will be required. 

ry, I have the honour to be, Sir, 

io William Gregory, esq. Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c ' &c - &c - (signed) Richard Griffith. 

T™ , , ,, . . limerick, August 3d, 1S22. 

his Fxclbenct 1 C TT *°. recelve y°, ur letter of the 31st July, informing me that' 
newer t ! y L ° r< „ Lle, ; tenant lws been pleased to allow me a discretional 

he ”? ney , for the r ? 1,e . f °. f the .P°°r of the county of Cork, should it 

quarters- anViSo^that r t p’° n ^? m if relief should be transmitted from other 
annmrai.’,te , Excel,enc y proves of the sum of l.oooi more being 

iES uLTtI°e ‘ oTKgush Lm empIoyed in roads in the C0lmty 
BcHef "f 1 w “J* 6 ° f Colk ’ 1 W to inform you, that I attended the Central 

fm ttminT ■ ?■ *■“ T" ty on Wednesday and Thursday last; and after 

eiToVTe nn 1 r ' ga l0 " ° f the “eeounts, and examination of the delegates from 
neonle^ in „ "? commtteej, granted such sums as were requisite to employ the 
ftm 1 in The hi 1 ! ' a- 0 ’ 0th of Angust- This we were enabled to effect from the 
r 000 / . 1 . ,° ie Heasurer of the committee, which amounted to upwards o^ 

power vested f °T 1 ^ unneccssai T to «vail myself of the discretionary 

disbursements for theweeV™ a cons,derablc baIance remained after the 

coumv of f Cnik “I ‘t at 1? fl,rthcr a ! d wi " be requisite for the greater part of the 
arriving at mat * v t!" 1I j OUI “ a,nous dist ™ ta , where the crops are much later in 
reouhed kr ti y ’“‘i" the , more fert 'lo districts, I think that assistance will be 
2T00™ to lr Tt f 'T'. The mone y to be advanced cannot exceed 
required from me. ’ Wh ' Ch ’ 1 “ P robab]e » ™'y small sum, if any, will be 

catiim » 5I?' b tHork for this city ; yesterday I was engaged in allo- 
I have sent fnrw l* P arlsbes tbe f™ds requisite for the next week, and this day 
I X I reimd! 1 d my ?f'S, ant - Mr - KeIl y’ t0 oany my arrangements into effect, 
gentlemen oTtbe ' 1 ”“ ■ l> esday > when 1 “> P™oeed to Tralee to meet the 

resnecting the^nhP ty i° f K f ry assembled at the assists, and arrange matters 
respecting the public works to be carried on in that county. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 



William Gregory, esq. 
&c. &c. 



(signed) Richard Griffith. 



Sir, 



I HAVE the hnnm.r „ , Limerick, August 5th, 1 822. 

during the last week I ^°, U ^ or t ie information of his Excellency, that 

Skibbereeti by Skull to front* ' G ayin , g out °^ a nevv *' n c of road leading from 7 " 
py dfcnu to Oookhayen, at the western extremity of the barony of West 5 , 

Lii'i.'fiwP CarbeWV 00 ’ 1 

•eb* 
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Carberry and county of Cork. This line of country is at present nearly inaccessible 
to horsemen, except in dry weather. 

The harbour of Crookhaven is much resorted to by shipping, men-of-war, East and 
West Indiamen, &c. during the gales of the winter season ; and smuggling, though 
much lessened through the exertions of the Preventive Service, is still carried on to 
a certain degree, owing to the impossibility of a rapid communication by land, be- 
tween the numerous creeks and inlets on the coast. 

The entire distance between Crookhaven and Skibbereen is 22 miles, and 18 miles 
of new road will be requisite. Skibbereen is the nearest post town, and Castle- 
Townsend, where the Custom-house is situated, is four miles further. 

During the winter months, the communication between Crookhaven and 
Skibbereen is nearly suspended, frequently to the great inconvenience of the 
shipping. 

The population of the district exceeds 32,000. There are but three resident 
landed proprietors, and three protestant clergymen. In fact, this extensive tract of 
country has been hitherto quite neglected. 

At present, upwards of 3,000 labourers (who give support to nearly 20,000 indi- 
viduals) are employed. I found them engaged in works of very trifling value, and 
consequently directed their whole force to the new line of road. They commenced 
on Monday the 29th of July under my direction, on the least difficult parts, and will 
continue to work there as long as charitable relief is requisite. When it ceases, and 
while the people are employed at the harvest, I shall make a second examination of 
the road, and form a plan and estimate of the expense which will be required to com- 
plete this work, the amount of which I shall submit to his Excellency, for his 
consideration. j ]i aYe the honour to be, Sir, 

To William Gregory, esq. Your most obedient and humble servant, 

&c. & c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 
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Sir, Newmarket, September 29th, 1822. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 16th instant, yesterday 
evening, instructing me by command of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to 
undertake and complete, with as little delay as possible, the road between Charleville 
and Newmarket, in the county of Cork ; and deferring, till a later period of the 
year, the commencement of the roads between Abbeyfeale and Newmarket, Castle- 
Island and Abbeyfeale, and Newcastle and Abbeyfeale. 

I beg you will have the goodness to inform his Excellency, that having every 
thing prepared, I shall lose no time in carrying his commands into effect. 

The people, as well as the gentry of the surrounding country, are most anxious 
about this road, which is very desirable in an agricultural view ; and it will pass 
through a district, at present inaccessible, though very improveable. 

Owing to the peculiar state of the people, it is my intention to divide the work 
into a great number of small lots, and conti’act for each with the farmers and 
labourers of the adjoining country •, by this means every man will work cheerfully, as 
his earnings will be proportioned to his exertions. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Right Hon. Henry Goulbum, Your most obedient humble servant, 

&c. &c. &c. (signed) Richard Griffith. 



Sir, Newmarket, Kanturk, September 25th, 1822. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 20th instant, informing me 
that directions had been given to the treasurers of the counties of Limerick, Kerry 
and Cork, not to make any payment on account of roads, bridges, or other public 
works, presented for at the last spring assizes, without previously communicating 
with me, and ascertaining whether any and what sums had been advanced ; and 
also, expressing his Excellency’s desire that I should furnish the said treasurers 
respectively, with an account of the sums advanced by me, on account of said 
works, and that I should call upon them for repayment of such advances as had 
been made by me. . . 

In reply to these instructions, I beg to inform you, that long previous to the 
receipt of your letter, I had communicated with the treasurers of the counties of 

249. G Limerick, 
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N° I. Limerick, Kerry, and Cork, and had given them respectively a schedule of the sums 

Mr. Griffith’s a t that time advanced by me on account of presentments granted at the last sprirur 

SouLherrf District. assizes - 1 s!lal1 110w communicate with them a second time, and shall call upon them 

' ^ — ' for repayment of the sums advanced by me. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

To the Right honourable Your most obedient humble servant, 

Henry Goulburn, (signed) Richard Griffith 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, _ Newmarket, November 28th, 1822. 

I beg to state to you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
that the district for four or live miles to the north and south of the new road from 
Newmarket to Charleville, has hitherto remained perfectly quiet, and I have every 
reason to believe will continue so during the winter. Notwithstanding the unusual 
wetness of the weather, the people have continued constantly at work ; and consider- 
able progress has been made in forming and fencing the road. 

In the Northern District, between this place and the river Shannon, the inha- 
bitants have also remained quiet, but I have not the same confidence in them ; they 
are miserably poor, and nearly naked. 

I am repairing the worst passes on the different cross roads, and the people flock 
round me in vast numbers, seeking employment, which I cannot give them. If 
I were permitted to expend even 3,000 /. this winter, in marking out and fencing 
the proposed roads between Abbcyfeale and Newmarket, and Castle Island and 
Newcastle ; it would enable me to employ a great number of the idle men, and 
insure the peace of this wild and mountainous tract, in which there is no magistrate 
or resident gentleman, though the country is thickly inhabited in many parts. 



Right lion. Henry Goulburn, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(signed) Richard Griffith. 



GENERAL STATEMENT of Money received and expended under the direction of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, in the Southern District, including the Counties 
of Cork, Limerick and Kerry, between the 3d of June and 31st of December 1822 ; 
by Richard Griffith, Civil Engineer. 



D r . 

Relief Fund: 

RECEIVED from the Commissioners for the Relief of £. 

the Poor of the County of Limerick, at two payments - 4,000 

Received from the Commissioners for the Relief of the 
Poor of the county of Cork - 3,000 

Received from the Commissioners for the Relief of the 
Poor, city of Cork 200 



County Presentments : 

Received by lodgment in the Bank of Ireland, on ac- 
count of Presentment, under 3 Geo. IV. c. 34 - 

Received from A. Hume, esq. on Presentment Account, 
under 3 Geo. IV. ,c. 34 - 

Received by lodgment in the Bank of Ireland, out of 
50,000 1. granted by 3 Geo. IV. c. 34 
Ditto - from Arthur Hume, esq. (Treasury) - 



2,000 - - 



2,960 8 



3,000 - 
3>ooo - 



f, '.n"} tl ‘£. T i' oas , u '' , ; l '“ f l,le cit y of York, on account of Present- 
ments paid by Richard Griffith, under 3 Geo. IV. c. 34 - 



£. s. d. 
8,200 - -* 

4^60 8 5 

6,000 - - 
215 4 9 



19,375 13 3 
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C r . 



Relief Fund : £. s. d. 

Cash expended in employing the poor of the county 
of Limerick, between the 20th June and 10th August, 
out of the grant from the Commissioners for Relief of 

the Poor 3,996 18 5J 

Ditto - employing the poor of the county of Cork, out 
of the grant from the Commissioners for the Relief of 
the Poor --------- 3,000 - - 

Ditto - employing the poor in the city of Cork, between 

18th July and 31st December, as per account - - 1,200 - - 

Total expended from Relief Fund - — — 



Mr. 

Rcpor 

Southei 



8,196 18 si 



County Presentment Works, under 3 Geo. IV. c. 34 : 
Paid Mr. Henry Buck, assistant engineer, cash expended 



by him in payment of Presentment Works, in county 

and city Cork -------- 1,258 15 8 

Paid Mr. Hill Clements, assistant engineer, cash expended 
by him in payment of Presentment Works in County 

Kerry 1,944 12 54 

Paid Mr. Alfred Furlong, cash expended by him in pay- 
ment of Presentment Works in the county of Limerick 200 - — 

Total expended on County Presentment Works 



3»4°3 8 l£ 



Expended out of the Sum of £. 50,000, granted by 3 Geo. IV. c. 34 : 
Paid Mr. Henry Buck, assistant engineer, employed on 



Presentment Works, from 4th July to 15th September, 

74 days, at 1 1 . a s. 9 cl. per day - - - - 84 3 6 

Ditto - travelling charges and expenses while employed 

in the county and city of Cork, for that period - - 62 6 4 

Stationery and printing, (county of Cork) - - - 25 l i 7 

Postage of letters, from 3d June to 31st December - 21 3 3 

Draftsmen for maps and plans, county of Cork, and 
Clerks for copying reports, &c. Cork and Dublin - 48 4 4 

Office and reception room in Cork, from 5th July to 

31st December 12 - - 

Surveying implements, and staff and chain-men - - 8 19 10 J 

Stamps for receipts and drafts on Bank of Ireland - - 17163 

Advertising Presentment Works, Cork papers - - 31 4 - 

County of Limerick : 

Paid Mr. John Kelly, assistant engineer, from June 19th 
to August 22d, 65 days, at 11s. 4 %d. per day - - 36 19 4 J 

D° - Mr. John Kelly, travelling and hotel expenses in 
Limerick, while employed on Presentment Works for 
that period - - - - - - - - 56 1 1 5 J 

D° - office and reception room in Limerick - - - 7 3 6| 

D° - stationery and printing, (county Limerick) - - 15 71 

D° - clerks and draftsmen, in Limerick - - - 2176 

County Kerry: 

Paid Mr. Hill Clements, assistant engineer, for conduct- 
ing Presentment Works in the county of Kerry - - 128 3 6 

Clerks, salaries and expenses. Northern and Southern 
District - - - - - - - - - 28183 

Advertising Presentment Works in county Kerry papers - 8 19 10 



Cash expended in employing the poor of the county of 
Limerick, in repairing roads, between 20th June and 
10th August, under 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. - - - 3,000 

Paid Mr. Alfred Furlong, rebuilding bridge over the Daar 182 

Carried forward - - £. 3,797 



2 4 



2 - 11,600 



6 



7 



!• r. 

Griffith’s 
t on the 
11 District. 
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£. s. 


d. 


£■ s. d. 


Brought forward - - - 
Newmarket and Charleville Road : 
Paid for quarrying, ditching, forming, breaking stone, 


3,797 e 




11,600 6 7 


drawing stone, and labour - 

D° - carpenters work, timber, lime, sand, and carriage 


606 2 


10 




of implements -------- 


63 12 


4 




D° - iron-work, and lockspitting line - 


138 10 


7 




D° - for damages ------- 

D° - Mr. Henry Buck, assistant engineer, salary 15 i 
weeks, from 16th September to 31st December, at 


90 - 






5/. 13s. 9 d. per week ------ 

D" - Mr. Henry Buck, for keep of horse 15 £ weeks, at 


88 3 


u 




1 /. 2 s. 9 d. per week ------ 

D° - Mr. John Kelly, assistant engineer, salary from 22d 


17 12 


7 4 




August to 31st December - 

D ' - Mr. Henry Disney, overseer and paymaster’s salary, 


63 ID 


8 




from 31st October to 31st December - 

D" - Mr. John Kelly, assistant engineer, travelling and 
hotel expenses, from 22d August to 31st December - 
D" - on account of repairing old cross-roads north of 
Newmarket, as desired by Mr. Goulburn’s letter of, the 


11 l8 


10 $ 




36 18 


5 h 




6th of November - - - - - - 

Skibbereen and Crookhaven Road: 
Cash expended on labour, smith’s work, carpenter’s work, 


45 - 






and overseers, from 2d August to 31st December 1822 - 
Cash paid Messrs. Barns 8c Co. Cork, for various articles 


357 6 


5 £ 




of heavy iron-work, up to 31st December - - - 

Paid Mr. Joseph Burke, assistant engineer, for his salary 
and expenses, from the 2d August to 31st December 


26 7 


6 




inclusive - - - - 

Total Sum expended out of \ 
the Grant of 50,000 1 . -/ 


100 1 1 


4} 


5.443 6 10 


Total Sum expended on all accounts 


- 


- 


CO 

— 

0 

rC 


Total received - 


- - 


- 


19,375 13 2 


Balance in hands on the 31st of December 1822 - 


£. 


2,332 - 9 




r'-MJIfij a/ ',fjJ 



'( 
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N° II. 

REPORT ON THE WESTERN DISTRICT; 
BY ALEXANDER NIMMO, CIVIL ENGINEER. 



REPORT on the Public Works for the Employment of the Poor in the 
Western District; October 1822. — With Additions to January 1823. 

Right honourable Sir, Dublin, October i6‘th, 1822. 

H EREWITH I have the honour to transmit for the information of Ins 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a map and report of the works carried on 
under my superintendence, for the employment of the poor in the Western District ; 
also a list of all applications on that subject which have been transmitted to me 
by the Government. 

As illustrative of the principles by which I have been guided in recommending 
the various public works, to the favourable consideration of the Government, and 
declining to do so by others ; I beg also to premise a few observations descriptive 
of the district to which his Excellency has been pleased to direct my services, and 
have the honour to be, 



Right hon. Henry Goulburn. 



Right honourable Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Alexander Nimmo, 




The Plains of Connaught. 

The centre of the province of Connaught consists of one large plain of limestone, 
which extends from the river Shannon to the bay of Galway, thence by the Loughs 
Corrib and Mask to Clew bay, and on the north to the foot of the range of hills 
which extend with little interruption from Newport to Sligo, and thence by the 
Colliery Mountains to the mouth of Lough Allen. A smaller plain of the same 
description occupies both sides of Killala bay. 

In some parts of the great plain aforesaid the sandstone rises ; one extensive tract 
occupies the summit from Lough Allen near Boyle, westward to Swineford and 
Balia, and southward along the confines of Mayo and Roscommon to the bounds of 
Galway, there are other smaller portions. At the meeting of the sandstone and 
limestone, we have generally lakes or bogs. 

In the limestone tract may be distinguished one extensive bank between the 
Shannon and the Suck rivers from Boyle to Ballinasloe, forming the dry part of 
the county of Roscommon, some of the richest land in Ireland ; till of late years 
this county has been chiefly under grass ; but the extension of the Royal Canal 
to the Shannon having facilitated the transport of corn to Dublin, the progress of 
tillage since that period has been singularly rapid ; and a better means of commu- 
nicating with that canal, is the improvement now most desired. 

To the west of this district is the vale of the Suck for the most part a continued 
morass of bog, extending beyond the sources of that river along the confines of Sligo 
and Mayo, near to the sea, east of Killala. The sandstone hills above-mentioned, 
and the Ox Mountains in Sligo, which are granitic, cross the tract of bog without 
much altering the character of the soil. The improvement of the sea-ports 
of Ballina and Sligo, and the roads leading to these towns, arc of the greatest 
importance to this district. 

The Suck is a winding sluggish river, no where embanked, and in’ flood spreads 
far across the adjoining meadows. Beyond the vale of the Suck, we have alarge tract 
of upland, forming the central ridge of Connaught ; between the waters flowing to 
the Shannon and those passing directly to the Arran, hills of sandstone, as already 
noticed, occur in some parts of this tract, and as the crossing this ridge forms 
a particular difficulty in prolonging the inland navigation of Ireland to the Western 
Sea, the elevation of its lower passes, and the supplies derivable thereto, form an 
object of public interest. The general elevation of these passes is neat- 300 feet 
above the sea. 

2 49 * H A central 
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N® II. A central line of canal has been proposed for the use of this district, from Galway 

Mr. Nimmo’s by Lough Corrib, Turloughmore and the Moyne river ; and from the summit might 
Report on the proceed either to the Grand or the Royal Canal. I have some doubts of the nossi- 
Western District, Q f fj n( ij n g a sufficient supply of water on this summit. 

" It would appear that the natural circumstances of the country are most suited to 

the prolongation of the Grand Canal by Loughrea to Galway bay, or of the Royal 
Canal by Boyle and Swineford to Clew bay, or by Lougli Arran to Sligo ; as in 
these directions there are supplies of water at such elevations as permit it to be 
brought to the sea-ports, and canals are chiefly wanted, as in consequence of the 
great expense of the land carriage, corn can hardly be raised now with any profit. 
The ruin of the small tenantry, and insurrectionary spirit of ribbonism, first took 
place in this quarter. 

To the west of this, another shallow vale in the limestone, and a corresponding 
range of bogs may be perceived from Monivea and Woodlawn by Tuam and Holly^ 
mount, to near Westport. The waters of this valley communicate with Lough 
Corrib and the sea by subterranean passages through the bank of limestone. These 
are sometimes obstructed, and in winter are mostly insufficient to transmit the 
supply ; the water consequently spreads over the flats above, and remains there 
during the winter, converting them into temporary lakes : a lake of this kind is 
named a turlough in this country. A few attempts have been made to drain some 
and the roads are frequently carried through them on embankments ; both of which 
improvements have come under consideration in the present circumstances of the 
country. 

The line of turlough passes southward, but with little or no bog, from Athenry 
to Gort ; they are also frequent on the summit country between Tuam and Boyle. 

The bank of cavernous limestone which produces these turloughs, exhibits 
frequently large tracks of almost naked rock, and being destitute of water, is only 
fit to be pastured by sheep. The sinking of wells has been suggested as a useful 
public work in these tracts. 

The plains of Connaught are in general numerously provided with roads ; indeed 
these seem to have been multiplied to a degree which the country, on the present 
system, is hardly able to support, a great many of them having got into bad repair. 
The counties have confined their expenditure latterly to the leading post roads, and 
are endeavouring to form these of broken stone. In Sligo this art is well under- 
stood j in Roscommon also, the roads arc pretty well made ; in Galway and Mayo 
they are very indifferent, and in Leitrim execrable. Materials of the best descrip- 
tion are, in general, in abundance ; but the original construction of the roads 
having been exceedingly unskilful, both in direction and level, and the repairs 
carried on by a class of persons who make a trade of it, as a market for the labour 
of their poorer tenantry, there is no attempt at operating a permanent improve- 
ment ; the less labour bestowed on the road, the cheaper the work can be under- 
taken by the perch, and the easier for the persons actually employed, who are not, 
properly speaking, paid for what work they do, but have the amount of the present- 
ment allowed by their landlord, as a set-off against the rent of their holdings: as 
in order to account for the presentment it is necessary for the overseer to swear that 
he has expended the money ; and as it cannot be expected that persons will take all 
this trouble of obtaining presentments, and overseeing workmen, gratuitously, the 
only way left for the gentleman overseer to indemnify himself, is to charge as high 
a rent as possible for his land, and get the tenants to make the road as cheaply as 
possible, that he may the more readily obtain presentments from the Grand Jury. 
Besides, if he be a person of tolerable credit, he may, by paying a discount of ten 
per cent to the county treasurer, obtain the amount of his presentment in advance, 
as soon as passed ; and then his only trouble is to get the road made in some way or 
■other, so as to be ready on the day of the assizes or accounting sessions. Or, indeed, 
w lat will answer just as well, he may get the working overseer who is named with 
Aim m the presentment, to swear that the road is made and the money expended. 

18 remarkable, that there never is any scruple about swearing to this last clause, 
out often agreat deal of difficulty where the road is any where less than twenty-one 
^ . breadth at least must also be sworn to : ingenious men, however, 

> otraid'a^mQde of getting over this, ’by leaving out in the road the portions where 
e-road is too narrow, if there be much of it together, the repair must stand over 
difficulty 16 ° nfe ^ oun ^ a conscience sufficiently pliant to get through the 

It is painful to think, that the precautions taken by the Legislature to discourage 

peculation 
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peculation in this matter should have only tended to promote a system of perjury, N" if. 
which has thrown the public works into the hands of persons of little or no prin- Mr. Nimmo's 
ciple, and deterred every honest man from undertaking them ; some simple system ° n l V 

of audit could surely be contrived, that would sufficiently secure the interest of v estil ^ istric. 
the public, without all this swearing ; and in that case respectable men would be 
encouraged to make or repair the public roads in a solid and economical way. 

In the county of Galway I found nearly all the money presented at spring- 
assizes had been issued in the way I have above stated ; so that, to have had the 
repairs of the road executed by any other persons than those originally contemplated 
in the presentment, seemed only a means of adding to the general distress, by pre- 
venting both tenant and landlord from fulfilling their engagements. I endeavoured 
to improve the system, as far as the public was concerned, by giving a few simple 
directions for making the road of a proper shape, picking out stones, cleaning the 
drains, breaking the new materials properly, and combining them with the old, 
and established a system of inspection to see that this was done ; and on the other 
hand, took care that each labourer should be paid his wages in person, leaving him 
then to settle with the landlord as he might think fit. 

The custom of jobbing roads is so inveterate, that we could seldom get the work 
properly done by day labourers for the sum granted by presentment. The peasantry 
are not trained to those habits of industry, which are always the result of regular 
payment. 

For these reasons, the presentment roads have been mostly executed by the perch, 
under the original overseers ; but in a few instances it appeared advisable that an 
additional sum should be laid out for work not contemplated in the presentment, in 
order to have the road completed in a proper way. Of this kind, the road from 
Tuam to Galway may be instanced ; being, after the mail coach lines, the most 
leading road in the province, and which would have been left very imperfect, if the 
presented portion only had been repaired. 

Though the plains of Connaught have no great elevations that would have ob- 
structed the formation of direct and level lines of communication, yet most of the 
roads admit of great improvement in these particulars. They have been formed by 
a combination of short pieces of road in the most economical way the case admitted, 
or as it might suit the convenience of the person who obtained the presentment. 

The wandering form of the roads, which has arisen from this source, affords 
a tempting opportunity for the construction of cross roads of junction in all direc- 
tions ; and this system has been extended to such a degree on the plains, that in 
Mayo alone there is above 1,200 miles of roads of this kind, while in the mountain 
part of that country, though as extensive as the plain, and from the vicinity of the 
sea especially capable perhaps of equal cultivation, there are not 1 00 miles of roads of 
any kind, and these not fit for the passage of carriages j the same observation applies 
to Galway. Though numerous applications have therefore been received for the 
construction of new roads on the plains, and though the dearth of employment 
among the denser population appears to excuse this, yet it is evident that such ap- 
plications should be received by Government with caution, even though the amount 
of each in particular appear to be insignificant. I take it to be a received principle in 
matters of this kind, that the Government are not to be called upon to effect what 
can be done by the exertions of the individuals, or by means of the ordinary rural 
police. To add to the intricate maze of little cross roads in the plain seems only 
therefore an extension of the worst effect of the Grand Jury system, only now to be 
corrected by the construction or improvement of great leading lines passing directly 
to the chief markets, through several counties or districts which have not hitherto 
been able to co-operate for that purpose. Besides, as many such lines have already 
been designed and surveyed under the authority of the Post Road Laws, by profes- 
sional men, unbiassed by local or individual interests, there is the less hesitation in 
setting them agoing, the peculiar circumstances of each having been already inves- 
tigated. The benefit to the poor from employment in this way is equally extended, 
and the advantage of the improvement more generally felt, than by frittering away the 
public money in separate and unconnected objects throughout the whole country. 

Of these detached improvements therefore, I have recommended few roads to the 
favourable consideration of Government, .except where they seem justified by 
peculiar circumstances, as completing the access across a bog or turlough, preferring 
objects which the Grand Jury system could not effect ; as improving the natural 
navigations, by building quays and clearing rocks in the rivers, &c. ; and the more 
especially, as the labour given in return for the gratuitous distribution of meal had 
been already applied to many useful local improvements of that kind. 

2 49 - Balliria 
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... ’ , Ballina and Longford Mail Coach Hoad. 

Mr Nimmo s 

Western District Or the leading lines aforesaid, one of the most important for the northern part of the 
' rn ^ 18 ric plains of Connaught, and passing through a country where there was great distress, is 
the proposed line of mail coach road from the sea-port town of Ballina to the end of 
the Royal Canal and Longford. This line was surveyed by the Post-office seven 
years ago ; and though earnestly desired by the district through which it was to 
pass, had been constantly delayed in Mayo from the jarring interests of individuals 
or the want of means. But as a presentment existed for making the most difficult 
part, there seemed to be a favourable opportunity for bringing at least a portion of 
this great improvement into so forward a state as greatly to hasten its entire com- 
pletion ; at the other extremity also, in the county of Roscommon, the whole line 
had been agreed to, and locks pitted for some years, and a presentment passed for 
the portion near Tarmonbarry ; and the gentlemen composing the Central Com- 
mittee of that county applied 500 /. of the funds they had obtained from Govern- 
ment, and a considerable portion of the charity meal, to the forwarding part of this 
line by the way of Elphin ; and also improving the road from Elphin to Boyle, 
hereafter mentioned. 

Upon his Excellency’s transmitting me orders, countermanding for a time the 
execution of the road from Longford to Ballina, I gave instructions for the prosecu- 
tion of several minor undertakings in the cast of Mayo, which are now in tolerable 
forwardness. Since that period, the Swineford portion to the bounds of Roscom- 
mon has been again put in hands, but has made very little progress. But beyond 
Swineford the new line is formed, fenced, and partly gravelled, as far as Killala. 



Gahvay Mail Coach Road. 

In the southern part of the plains of Connaught, the improvement of the 
Galway mail coach road is a favourite object, and the subject of various memorials. 
The Grand Jury of Galway have passed a conditional presentment for the new line 
from Craughwell to Loughrca, and are desirous of obtaining aid under the Act 
1 Geo. IV. for this work. 

The next portion from Loughrea towards Aughrim is not so unquestionable 
a measure ; it still leaves a considerable hill in the line, and would require farther 
examination. The third portion, between Ballinasloe and Athlone, is the most 
expensive part of the three ; but seems to deserve a favourable consideration. No 
improvement of consequence has been attempted on this road. 



The Westport Mail Coach Road. 

Running down the centre of the plains of Connaught, and uniting with the last at 
Ballinasloe, forms the great line of communication towards the markets of Ballinasloe 
and the Grand Canal. This line is capable of much improvement, except the cutting 
of a few small lulls nearTuam, at the expense of Mr. Bourne, nothing of consequence 
has been undertaken. Through Galway the road is kept in good order by a con- 
tract. In Mayo it is a combination of indirect narrow roads, with frequent dangerous 

A slioit cut at Ballinasloe, another between Glantane and Tuam have been recom- 
mended; and in Mayo, a new line, avoiding hills from Ballyglass to Beleara, has been 
proposed, and would be a desirable improvement ; but none of these have yet been 
begun. /.■■■• 

Other Improvements in Mayo. 

Coshected in some degree with the last, and branching more directly to Westport, 
s a short me near the head of Lough Cam. The immediate object, however, is, 
to accomplish a more direct and level communication between Westport and Clare- 
moms where, uniting with the next line, we proceed by Ballyhaunis and Castlerea 

m I™ 6 r ’ d T uIsk ’ a “4 so 011 t0 the B 0 J»! Canal. This line had been 
begun by the brand Jury, and its completion was niuch desired in Mayo. I gave 
orders, therefore, to proceed with it, and some progress has been made. 

Ballinrobe to Tuls/c. 

fevv short portions of new road, to complete a line from 
^ all y haunis > an ^ ^ u lsk’ as aforesaid, leading through the towns 
h * KotoomdnM m one hand, to thd RoyaLCantil; and oil the 

0 es port and the fishing bays ind harbours of Connamara, through the 

isthmus 
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isthmus between Lough Corrib and Lough Mask, and so connecting the great 
districts for breeding and feeding cattle. Of this line the part from Clare to Bally- 
haunis is completed. 




N« II. 



Mr. Nimnio’s 
Report on the 
Western District 



Castlerea lo Ballymoe and Ballma. sloe. 



Upon the same principles the road from Castlerea to Ballymoe was recommended 
and begun, as necessary to connect these towns, and opening a great bog tract, but 
as forming a level line from Castlerea to Ballintubber and Roscommon, the county 
town, and with the proposed improvements south of Ballymore, connecting that 
district with Sligo on the one hand, and the cattle market of Ballinasloe on the 
other. This line has been drained, formed, and levelled. 



Sligo Road by Ely I tin lo the Royal Canal. 

The improvements in the neighbourhood of Elphin and Strokestown are of the 
utmost value to the best part of the county of Roscommon, where the roads, though 
spacious and firm, were so hilly in the direction of the canal harbour on the one 
hand, and of Sligo on the other, as to be quite impracticable lor heavy carriages. 
The part from Tarmon to Elphin had been examined by engineers in the service of 
the Post-office, and the most advisable improvements pointed out, these have been 
pretty accurately followed; but I have to regret, that the part to the north of Elphin 
had not the same advantage, and after much discussion in that county, previous to 
my arrival, I found a line of improvements begun which I could have wished to 
alter ; but the progress made was too great to permit it to be abandoned. I have 
suspended the remainder of that line until a more thorough examination, and the 
portion already effected is in itself a useful improvement ; on this great road nearly 
2,000 persons have been employed for some weeks, so that little else could be 
attempted in the county of Roscommon ; but I have agreed to complete a few 
imperfect works which had been begun with the charity funds. 

There are several claims of compensation still unsettled near Elphin. At 
Strokestown we have adhered as much as possible to the old road, levelling hills ; 
but there is still a great deal to be done ere the line be perfect : 2,000 1. is now 
expended, and some immediate proceedings are required to make the new line 
passable. 

Roads in Sligo. 

In the county of Sligo I had few applications of any importance until a very late 
period ; a road from the ferry of Castleconnor, below Ballina, has been com- 
pleted on each side ; it was begun by the charitable funds ; another is in forwardness 
to the fishery village of Inniscrone. In the eastern part of the county the road 
passing directly from Sligo by Ballyfarnon, towards Leitrim and Dublin, has been 
prolonged, so as to make it available to the public, by opening on the existing roads, 
and thereby avoiding several dangerous hills ; and in the same neighbourhood the 
colliery road, across the mountain of Braughlieve, has been fenced and levelled 
fit for gravelling, so far as there was no difference of opinion : to the portion recom- 
mended by the Sligo Gentlemen I have as yet, done nothing. For this road, I beg 
to observe, that a moiety may be obtained from the funds in the hands of the Com- 
missioners for the issue of money, being one of those applied for and granted under 
the 1 Geo. IV. In the centre of the county of Sligo I have also advanced a small 
sum in addition to the presentment, so as to open a new line, avoiding hills on the 
circuit road from Sligo to Castlebar by Swineford, as the old road had become 
dangerous. 

To the north of Sligo, I advanced a sum of 1 00/. to the Reverend Mr. Yeatcs, of 
Drumclief, for making two small roads for the relief of that parish, which was in 
great distress : the illness which that worthy individual contracted in consequence 
of his exertions in the cause of charity, has prevented these roads from being 
completed. 

In the town of Sligo, which, owing to a dispute with the Central Committee, was 
thrown on its own means, I advanced a considerable sum for completing the works 
begun ; of these I have made a separate Report to Government. 

County of Leitrim. 

In the county of Leitrim no new work has been begun by me, though various 
important improvements are desired ; particularly a line of road from Drumsna or 

249. I Carrick, 

MUttiildi 
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Carrick, along the Shannon and Lough Allen to Dromahair and Sligo. I have 
caused this road to be examined, particularly with a view to the northern part bei no- 
made capable of receiving a railway from the collieries, but as yet no further 
progress is made. 

County of Galway. 

In the neighbourhood of Galway and Tuam, we have executed a variety of minor 
improvements ; for instance, the Tuam road has been completed, especially in two 
dangerous parts near the villages of Clare Tuam and Clare Galway ; the Outerard 
road, the great leading line into Connamara, has been perfected, and one or two 
branches made down to the lake. The Headford road towards Galway is under 
repair ; the completion of a new line from that quarter into Galway has also 
occupied a good deal of attention, but not yet decided on. In the mean time 
a road has been made from Galway, by the east side of the river, into the rocky but 
thickly peopled district near Menlough. An improvement of the dyke near 
Galway is still wanted to complete this road, but must be the work of another 
season. 

Three or four small quays have been built on Lough Corrib, and the ferry at 
Knock improved ; that lake being navigable into Galway is of great value to the 
agriculture of the district. A cut across the town into the sea, and some improve- 
ment on the river are much desired, but hitherto have been deferred for further 
examination. On the other side of the bay we have made a narrow road to the 
boat harbour of Crushna through a very rocky district. Beyond Tuam we have 
made a cross road between the lines leading to Dunmore, which was much wanted ■ 
many more were applied for, but could not be undertaken. We have made up the 
embankment across a turlough on the road leading from Clare Morris, where two 
persons had been drowned last winter ; another short road near Sruel, by which 
this danger was avoided. It seemed very desirable to make a thorough cut across 
the rocks, where the Sruel river sinks, by which all these turloughs would be for ever 
laid dry, but some local jealousies hindered this undertaking. 

A cut of the same nature, for the upper part of Turloughmore, has, however, 
made some progress ; as also a quay for the purpose of landing turf at the bridge 
of Currofin ; the one of these works affording materials for the other. 



The Mountain Districts of Connaught. 

Three distinct groups of mountains appear in the province of Connaught, of 
which that on the north-east, round the sources of the Shannon, need not be here 
considered, as, with the exception of the colliery road across Bracklieve Mountain, 
though poor, and much in want of improvement, it has not been the scene of any 
of our operations. 

The two other mountain tracts are situated on the west coasts ; the first occupy- 
,^ ie whole space from Galway bay to Clew bay, which, from its principal 
division, may be named Connamara ; it extends into Galway and Mayo. The 
other extends from Clew bay to Killala bay, and in the like manner may be 
named Erris. 

The large lakes Corrib and Mask, on the east of the first, and Lough Con, on 
the east of the second, are also remarkable features, and, with the sea, nearly insu- 
late these tracts of moorland. 

Each of these divisions occupies a surface of about 600 square geographical 
nnles, and together cover one fourth of the province. 

Were they equally well cultivated and peopled with the remainder of Connaught, 
which, considering the extent of its bogs, is not expecting much, they would sup- 
port an increased population of at least 200,000, who would have the additional 
resource of a most productive fishery. The possibility of improving these countries 
has been sufficiently explained in the Parliamentary Reports on the Bogs of Ireland 1 . 

Independent therefore of the greater distress of the inhabitants of Connamara 
and Erris , which had driven many of them into Galway, Westport, and the Other 
owns for food, before they had been able either to sow their potatoes or cut turf 
tor the supply of the neighbouring districts. 

r ,yl e lll ' cu ltivated state of these moorlands seems to mark them out as a proper 
held tor the public works to be undertaken by the Government. 

Speaking generally, if we draw a line from Killala by Lough Con, Newport, 

es port, Loughs Mask and Corrib, to Galway, there is not, to tile west of that 
line, a road fit for wheel carriages, in fact, there are few roads fit for horsemen. 

Though 
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Though there are admirable natural harbours in abundance, the finest indeed in n° Ii 
Ireland, there is not any where a quay or landing wharf, yet, from the want of roads, Mr . NimmoV 

the inhabitants must transport every thing by boats, the nearest market towns being Report on ti.< 
Galway and Westport. Western District. 

The means of the proprietors were too limited to undertake at once the extensive ' 

system of roads which these districts would require ; and in the dilatory system 
of presentments much time has certainly been lost from mutual jealousies of each 
other ; on the other hand, the county assessments being laid on by an acreablo 
rate, ill which, though an allowance be made to these mountain baronies, it bears 
no proportion to the inferiority of their population and means. These districts 
have been cessed for ages for the construction of bridges and other buildings in the 
plains, while their own wants are neglected. In the district called Joyce’s Coun- 
try, there is not a single bridge, though many dangerous and rapid rivers. In the half 
barony of Erris, there is, I think, only one, exclusive of those lately built on the 
new Erris road. 

The Acts which permit an issue of money from the Consolidated Fund for 
public works, by loan or otherwise, have therefore been found of the greatest im- 
portance to these districts, and considerable exertions have been made by the pro- 
prietors to avail themselves of that system. 

The Erris Road. 

The county of Mayo borrowed 8,000/. for the purpose of opening one great 
line of road from Castlebar to the Mullet in Erris, running through the centre of 
the peninsula, but in a country comparatively at a low level. This money is to be 
repaid by instalments, with interest, by the baronies and county, and though a large 
sum, has been laid out with great economy. The principal bridges are built on 
rather a more expensive plan than usual, but this was an error on the safe side ; 
and though the sum borrowed has not been found equal to the completion of the 
road, this does not arise from any peculation, as seems to have been alledged, but 
from the deficiency of the original estimate ; there are a good many bridges to 
build on the old road, for which a trifling repair only was proposed. The gravelling 
is in many places too light ; there are branches wanted on either side of the Owen- 
more and into the Mullet, to make it available by the country ; and a considerable 
portion of the road in the western part is still unfinished. I expect, however, the 
sum of 6,000/. stated in my Report on this matter, will effect all these objects. 

Since the completion of this road was ordered by his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, the difficult part of the line in Glancastle has been opened. Two new 
bridges have been built, the foundation of three others laid. The large bridge of 
Heel has been backed, and rendered passable by horsemen, who may proceed from 
Castlebar to the Mullet, a distance of 35 miles. A branch of two miles has been 
formed and levelled, from Newtown Bangor to the south of OwcnmOre, on the 
west of the mountains j one of seven miles along the western side of the inlet of 
lullaghane, one of four miles from the Mullet towards the village .of Binghams 
Town, where the Board of Fisheries are building a boat harbour ; and another has 
been laid out from the bridge of Owenmore towards Glenamoy. A large sum is 
now due for these works. 



The Achil Roads. 

Though the Erris road had opened tip the centre of that district, yet in so vast 
a country, separated by ridges of high mountains and extensive morasses, and of 
little use to the distant parts, especially the north and south coasts. The new 
works, therefore, have chiefly been directed to these quarters ; and in the first place, 
a line has been opened through the peninsula and island of Achil : this work had 
been previously submitted to Government, and approved of under the Act 
1 Geo. IV. c. 81, which permits the Lord Lieutenant to grant a moiety of the 
expense, on the Grand Jury presenting the other. But the proprietor, Sir Neal 
O’Donnel, finding the barony of Burrishoole so distressed, was induced to delay 
bringing forward the measure at spring assizes, though the county expressed 
their willingness to build the bridges. It came, therefore, With peculiar claims to 
the Government, and in consequence of his Excellency’s warrant 1 , was set out to 
the inhabitants by the perch. The Whole line of 17 miles in length from the 
isthmus of Conaan, to Which there is a road from Newport, nine miles to the fartlidr 
part of the island of Achil, is now formed, levelled and drained, excepting in sortie 

^ 49 - difficult 
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difficult places, but which are also in considerable forwardness, and will be all ready 
for gravelling next season. The line crosses the sound of Acliil by a ferry, where 
two boating piers are to be built, and the sound is hardly fordable at low water. 
A short branch is also intended to the sound of Achilbeg, where the Board of 
Fisheries are building a pier. These two stations are likely, in a short time, to 
become market towns. 



The North Mayo Coast Road. 

The proprietors of North Mayo had applied to Government for a line along the 
north coast from Killala to Blacksod harbour, a district, which though populous, 
and advancing in cultivation, was nearly inaccessible by land ; from which cause, the 
inhabitants were extensively concerned in illicit traffic. His Excellency having 
granted a warrant for the construction of this road, the country was re-examined 
and a considerable saving made, both in the distance and expense of the line, which 
was thereupon set out to the tenantry by the perch, and immediately begun through 
all the moorland. In the arable part, it was as usual delayed until the separation of 
the crop. The whole extent of this line is 19 miles, 12 miles are now drained, fenced 
and formed in a masterly style, and ready to receive the gravel. Connected with 
this, is the improved line from Ballina to Killala, already noticed in describing the 
works on the plains, where, by two short portions of road, I have formed a level line 
between these towns, instead of a circuitous and hilly one ; shortening at the same 
time the distance of one mile in six ; and beyond Killala, a new level line has been 
also executed by means of the county presentment, to the commencement of the 
coast road above-mentioned. These roads arc formed and fenced, but not yet 
gravelled, though it is hoped that also may be effected before winter. 

Three short branches are intended from this main line to village sites on the 
coast, at one of which the Board of Fisheries are erecting a boat pier, the others are 
equally well situated for prosecuting the fishery, if protecting piers were constructed, 
At the western extremity a branch is intended to pass to the isthmus of the Mullet ; 
thus completing a road round all the coast to Erris. 



Morrisk .-—The Killery Road. 

On the opposite side of Clew bay, the county of Mayo extends into the Southern 
or Connamara District as far as the Killery harbour, forming the Barony of 
Monsk and part of Barrishoole. .. In this district there were a good many present- 
ment roads to be executed, so that the necessity for striking out new lines was not 
so pressing. Ihe county of Mayo have also in this quarter taken advantage of the 
system of loans for making a road from Westport to Bundarra on the Killery har- 
bour, an inlet celebrated for its herring fishery. The road was nearly complete, 
one bridge only excepted, but the absence of the Marquis of Sligo prevented me 
from undertaking that work. To the southward there is a line in great want of 
improvement and repair, leading to the head of the Killery, and into Connamara 
rioper ; but except laying out a new branch in a shorter and more level direction to 
Westport, nothing farther lias been done in this part of Mayo. The Fishery 
.board are building a boat'pier at Oldhead, on the side of Clew bay, and had agreed 
to assist Lord Sligo in another on the Killery at Bundarra : but this has not yet 
been begun. . 

Ill the mean time, I have made an alteration of the road at Lynaue, where it 
enters he county of Galway, on the head of the Killery, by quaying for some way 
along shore, which will not only be an improvement on the road, but a useful land- 
ing wharf for the boats employed in the fishery : the present road on W passage 
along the south side of tile Killery requires correction in almost its whole extent; 
it has been formed by widening an old hilly bridle road, and is quite unfit for 

The Connamara Roads: — Central Road. . Z’-i 

ab!T‘n al ni! y 3 , tole '' able Cfiage road exists along the edge of the -lMratone 
plain to Oughterard, thence the hue passes over hills and bogs through the centre 
Shd? th °, u ? h not elevated, it is hilly and unfit for carriages.. The 

piopnetprs have of late made considerable exertions for the improvement of .this 
T„ r ' S ’ ^ Y c b, . onl y roa( l i nto Connamara. Presentments were obtaiued 

■■■9 ■ : .agd J J20|istrue>.» n cr «PVAroI ; nm<r n/infmnn . AvL... Itun 
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been obtained from the consolidated fund, for about ten miles of new road in the n» u. 
centre of the district, of which a part has been executed in a superior manner ; and Mr. Nimmo’s 
with a portion of the fund* obtained for this road, meal, seed, corn and flax, were Report on the 
purchased by Mr. Thomas Martin at the beginning of the distress, before any Wcster " District. 

other relief was obtained, and distributed amongst the inhabitants, on their engaging V 

to work at the road during the summer. There appeared, therefore, a reasonable 
prospect of completing this work, which would give a carriage road as far as Cliffden. 

Besides, the inhabitants were chiefly seated on the coast, at a distance from this 
work ; and where there were no roads but bridle roads, and their distress was 
urgent and appalling ; I therefore applied for and received authority to construct the 
following roads round Connamara, viz. — 

i . — Cleggan Road. 

To extend the line aforesaid from Cliffden to Cleggan Bay, where the Fishery 
Board were about to build a boat harbour opposite to Ennisbofin. This road, from 
Streamstown, excepting a small portion in the arable land, is now completely formed, 
fenced and gravelled, fit for carriages ; four miles in extent.. 

2 . — Ballinakill Road. 



A branch from this road, to the head of Ballinakill Bay, where it falls in upon 
country roads in tolerable repair, though hilly. Of this road, which is six miles in 
extent, two miles have been formed and gravelled, three miles have been formed 
and fenced only, further improvements are necessary near the Little Killeiy. 

3 . — South Coast Road. 

To improve and repair the line from Galway to Cosletto Bay, which had been 
petitioned for by the parish of Spiddle, and to prolong same along the heads of the 
bays on the south coast to Manninbay and Sline-head. This work has been begun 
in various places ; from Manninbay East towards Roundstown, three miles are drained, 
fenced, and gravelled ; between Birterbuy and Kilkerran, two miles more arc nearly 
in the same state ; at the head of Costello Bay one mile is made 5 thence to Spiddle 
the road is in tolerable order. At Spiddle the Fishery Board are constructing a boat 
harbour, for which I had previously granted some aid ; and there a branch road 
strikes across the moors towards the ferry on Lough Corrib. This road has been 
all drained and formed, six and a half miles in extent ; being only a branch road it 
is not fenced. 



Between Spiddle and Barna the road is put into tolerable repair ; at Barna a new 
road is made on the outside of the creek to avoid a rocky and steep portion at Barna 
Demesne ; abridge is intended here with a sluice, to shut the sea out of that creek. 
The proprietor will complete what is wanted for this purpose, and from hence the 
road has again been repaired to near Galway. 



4 . — Cross Road from Kilkerran to the Killery. 

On this line a presentment existed for repairing and widening the old bridle road ; 
part of this presentment had been expended for the purchase of meal, and this, as 
far as it would go, has been applied to that part of the old line preserved. The 
new line is directed along the low grounds, to meet the centre road ; about two 
miles have been formed and fenced on this line. 

5 . — Road from the Killerys and Cong to Ballinrohc. 

Two presentments existed in this direction for repairing and widening the old 
bridle roads, and a portion of the charity funds was applied in aid of one of them, 
which had occasioned much unpleasant jarring in the committees of the parishes of 
Ross and Cong. Instead of adhering to the old bridle road, I directed a lower line to 
be followed, which admits of being made a carriage road, and will, when completed, 
be of vast advantage to all that country, opening a passage by the isthmus between 
Loughs Corrib and Mask, and through those mountains to the sea. 

On this line, about six miles are drained, fenced and levelled, but the work, from 
various causes, has proceeded slowly ; when connected with the central road and 
the bay of Kilkerran, the; access into Connamara from Galwaty, Westport and the 
plains will be complete. 



:nIao: 1 * ' ; Works in the Towns of Connaught. 

the towns of Connaught active local committees had been formed, 
Who were^ employing the numerous distressed poof in works of immediate and 
bhVidus utility. I have inspected a great' many of 'these works, and find every 
where |reat improvements in the levelling, 'cleansing and paving street* and lanes, 

oasd^’ ’ ^ M ' K 
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filling dung-pits, white-washing houses, forming footways and public walks, &c. 
which it is quite unnecessary here to particularize, as, excepting in cases where there 
was a want of professional skill, or a pressing deficiency of funds for some object 
of importance, I did not feel it necessary to interfere. 

Town of Galway and Liberty. 

Though there were two active committees in Galway, yet, from various causes, 
several villages in its immediate vicinity seemed to require especial aid. To keep 
these people from crowding the town too much, I promoted the formation of a road 
through the rocky grounds of Terryland and Mcnlough, as before-mentioned, and 
the improvement of the roads towards Barna and Woodstock on the west of the 
town, and opened quarries at Murrough on the cast side, for the proposed break- 
water on the Slate. The boatmen of the shore were employed to convey stone for 
this work, and to repair their quay ; those of Barna were also aided to repair their 
quay, until a grant was obtained from the Fishery Board. I found the Galway 
fishermen had received no share of provisions, being supposed to have the means of 
supplying themselves. In consequence of the scarcity, many of these creatures had 
been obliged to pawn their furniture and tackling, and were in great distress until 
the payment for this work relieved them. 

A new market-house has also been begun at Galway, partly at the public expense ; 
a bridge over the western arm of the river, begun by the charity funds, seems 
rather a subject for private exertion. The construction of the various tools and 
implements, wanted for the public works, gave useful employment to the tradesmen 

of the town. c m 

Town qf Tuam. 

In this town a main sewer through the principal street, was requested as a desir- 
able improvement, it has been since effected ; also a complete repair of the principal 
bog road, and of the outlet towards Galway. 

Town of Baltina. 

In this place the number of distressed poor was very great. Besides the usual 
operations of levelling the streets and roads near the town, some scattered opera- 
tions 



LIST OF APPLICATIONS FROM 



APPLICATIONS TRANSMITTED FROM 



PLACE. 


WORK. 


ESTIMATE. 


Kinvara ... 


Road repairs ... 


£. s. d. 
none 


j- Garomna Island, and - ! 

Connamara - - - | 


Employment on roads, &c. 
generally in 

Connartiara ... 


1 2,000 - — 




Repair of coast roads, also 
small piers. 


300 V -ril 


Cliflden - 
Ditto - 

Ballynakill - 


Moiety of expense of small 
pier. 

Market-house - 
Quay - 


250 - — ■ 

- none * 
200 - - 


Loughrea and Aghrim 
Croughwell, p. 

Barony of Dunmore 

Kilconly ... 

Gort to Loughrea - 
Headford ... 

Ditto - 

Maylough to Cregg 


Mail-coach road 
Ditto - - - - 

Ditto - 
Roads - 

Road .... 
Road across bog 
Rephir - - - • - 

Road - 

Canal to L. Gorrib - 

Roads - - . - 


1,500 - - 
1,400 - 
500 - - 
- none • 
200 - -> 
none - 1 
600 . — ~ 
3, 0 - - 


Frenchlawn - - - 

Moyne River - 
Ballmasloe ... 
Tynobe . . - , ; 


Draining a turlougli 
Bridge at Owen - 
Bridge Ori Suck - - 

StriAU barboiW at St, Kitts - 


m - '■ • • 

$5© -* - 



A. T. St. George 
Ditto - 

Mr. O’Flaherty, &c. - 



Parish of Spiddle, and Col- 
lector of Galway. 



D'Arcy. 

Ditto 

Gentlemen barony of Ba 
linahinch. 

Richard Bourne 
Hubert and Thomas Dolph 
Grand Jury 

Rt. hon. James Fitzgerald 
Thomas Galway 
John Cuffe Blake and others 
J. Foster - 
J. M. St. George 
Ditto - 

R. D’Arcy Newforest 

J. French - 
Burke and others 
M. Macdoriagh - u 

A. T. St. George - - 
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tions were Carried on for the improvement of the river navigation, respecting which 
memorials had been transmitted to Government. Conceiving this to be the most 
useful public work for that place, I directed the construction of coffer dams and 
other works, for making a navigable passage across the bars of rock that interrupt 
the river. This work has made great progress ; a new quay has been built, much 
nearer the town than the old one, the road thither levelled, and confident hopes are 
entertained of completing the navigation up to the bridge. 

Killala. 

The funds in the hands of the Bishop of Killala being exhausted, I directed the 
sums I left with him to be chiefly employed on an improvement of the harbour, which 
though not quite completed, has been found beneficial. The road towards Ballina 
has been levelled ; the quay road and that to the west also improved as already de- 
scribed. The improvement of these ports and the completion of the new road to 
them, are likely to be of great advantage to all the neighbouring country. 

Sligo. 

In Sligo, where above 10,000 poor were gratuitously supported, several works 
had been begun by an active and intelligent local committee ; and though the 
utility of some of these was rather doubtful, they were too far gone to be left incom- 
plete. I recommended therefore, especially as there were several claims for damages, 
that the future works should be rather directed to the proposed improvement of the 
harbour, and the commissioners of the harbour accordingly, after negociations with 
the claimants of property on the strand, began an embankment and quay below the 
Custom-house ; they also have made a convenient quay for the fishing boats that sup- 
ply Sligo market. Of the other works, the most useful, viz. the road and embank- 
ment wall at Cartron, which is an improvement on the road from Sligo to the north, 
has been finished by contract, a small bridge excepted, which will probably be done 
by the county. It is much to be regretted, that from certain differences of opinion, 
the labour of this multitude had not at once been directed to the proposed alteration 
in the river channel below Sligo, as in all probability an improvement of that port 
might have then been effected, for which so favourable an opportunity may never 
again occur. 



THE WESTERN DISTRICT, 1822. 



GALWAY COUNTY AT LARGE. 



New line recommended, ex- 
penses 700 1. 
favourable 

roads recommenced. 

5,000 l. proposed, N" 1 to 4. 

favourable 



favourable 

favourable. 

favourable 4 

favourable 
unfavourable, 
unfavourable. • 
favourable, 
unfavourable, 
favourable 
favourable 
favourable, but 
necessary. 

unfavourable. 



plan 



The roads through Conna- 
rnara granted. 



granted - 
deferred. 



PROGRESS. 



deferred. 



granted - 
deferred. 



deferred.- 
ditto - 



- - Nothing done on road. 

- - These roads are in hands ; small piers 
also in the Island of Garomna and at Der- 
rimur, in addition to those built under the 
Board of Fisheries. 

- - This road repair is in hands, as part of 
the last work, and 100 1 . has been laid out on 
the small harbours, since which the Board of 
Fisherieshave granted 150/. for same purpose. 

- - This pier is nearly finished ; the Board 
of Fisheries granted a moiety. 



- Under examination. 

- Fishery Board have undertaken harbour. 




N° If. 

Mr. Nimrno's 
Report on the 
Western District. 
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List of Applications from 



APPLICATIONS TRANSMITTED FROM 



NAME. 


PLACE. 


WORK. 


ESTIMATE. 






Erris road, 35 miles 


£. 


s. 


71 


Denis Bingham and others - 


Barony of Erris 


To com 


pleteit.1 








6,000 


- 


- 


Jasper Fowler - - - 


Erris- - 


Roads generally 


same as last. 


Proprietors North Mayo - 


Ball ina to Longford - 


Proposed mail-coach road- - 








Lord Dillon and others 


Ballaghadirren to Swineford 


Part of the above - 








Rt. Hon. Denis Browne 


Westport ... 


Harbour ... 


12,000 


- 


- 


C. O'Donnel and others 


Newport - - - 


Employment generally 


- 






Janies M‘Donnel 


Swineford and Balia 


Cross-road - 








Ditto ----- 


Glcnamoy - - - 


Erris road ... 


4,101 


- 


- 


Bishop of Killala 


Killala --- - 


Employment - - - 








Ditto, and other Proprietors 


Mayo - 


North coast road, 19 miles 


6,919 


12 




North Mayo. 


long. 






J. S. Knox and others 


Ballina - 


Deepening the river, and 


1,000 










other works. 








Jasper Fowler, &c. also Jo. 


Erris - 


* Cut or canal across the 


10,000 


_ 




lir Carter. 




Mullet. 


to 












20,000 


- 




Denis Bingham 


Half barony Erris - 


Roads generally 


1,000 


- 


- 


N. O'Donnel and others 


i 

Achil Island road, formerly approved by Government, 


4,745 


3 


11 




and moiety granted. 






Rt. lion. D. Browne, Mahon 


Westport to Clare - 








_ 


and others. 










DominickBrowne, M.P. and 
others. 


Ballinrobe to Tulsk • 


To complete fresh road 


3,000 


- 


-j 









APPLICATIONS TRANSMITTED FROM 


Edward Howley 


- 


Castleconnor - 
and 


Roads - 




Rev. J. Yeates - 




Drumilief - 


Roads - - - - 


500 - 


Central Committee - 


-1 


Sligo to Bally farnon - 


Road - 


500 v-j 


Owen Wynne, &c. - 


-J 


Drumahare to Sligo 


Road ... - 


600 - “ H 






Lougharrow to Branghlieve 


Road ... - 


1 ,000 - '-J 






Broad road to Lisconey - 


Cross-road ... 


483 1 >i 


Thaddeus O' Dowd 




Lough Tall, Ballina 


Road - - - - 


... . J 


Colonel Neynoe and 
Keogh. 


Mr. 


Colliery mountains of 
Braughlieve. 


Road - 


1,800 - - 

' j 



APPLICATIONS TRANSMITTED FROM 



Central Committee 


Drumma to Leitrim 


Road - < • 


. 


Admiral Rowley 


Leitrim, Ballitra - 




--.si? 




and 




5 ijAlUOVAS 




Castlefore Ballyduff 


Ditto - - - 


- * - - - 


Coal mines ... 


Tunnel 


- oomiasii 


C. Johnson - - 


Drumahair and parish of 




- i.stttbsh 


Rev. J. Agan - . ’ . 


Kilanumery. 
Carigallen to Mohill 


Road - - - 


1-ovoiqq* 

892 2 6 






j 
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the Western District— continued. N° II. 

— — — — — — — Mr. Nimmo’s 

Report on the 

THE COUNTY OF MAYO. Western District. 



REPORT. 


GRANT. 


PROGRESS. 


favourable - 


granted - 


- - In progress, and now passable by horse- 
men from Castlebar to Belmullet. 


j favourable 


granted to Swineford 


- - In hands from Ballina to Swineford. 


favourable - ' 


deferred - 


- - Drains made only. 


favourable, 
unfavourable, 
partly approved. 


deferred - 


- - For further examination. 


favourable - 




- - 600 1 . for various works at Killala. 


favourable 

| 


granted from Foxford to 
Ballina, Killala and Black- 
sod, also subsequently from 
Swineford to Foxford. 


- - In hands . 9 miles formed from Kil- 
lala to Blacksod ; Killala to Ballina, nearly 
complete ; Ballina to Foxford, formed, not 
paved ; Foxford to Swineford, ditto. 


j favourable - - - J 

further examination required 


deferred. 


- - 960 L have been expended on this work, 
which is far advanced to completion. 


See N° 1 . 




1 - - 2 miles formed in Ballycroy : 7 more 
to Tulloghan Ferry ditto, being a continu- 
ation of that done for meal. 


1 favourable ... 


1 granted ... - 


- - In progress ; 15 miles formed and ready 
for gravelling next season. 


favourable ... 




- - In hands, 72/. 10s. expended. A 
bridge at Auhies built. 


favourable ... 




- - 2 miles next Ballyhaunis executed. 



j THE COUNTY OF SLIGO, 
approved 
approved 
favourable 
approved., 
favourable 
unfavourable - 
■favourable, 
favourable, N* 17 - 



£.250 • 



moiety formerly granted 
under Act 1st Geo. IV. 



MOfl'I 

j .THE. COUNTY OF LEITRIM, 
f favourable 
favourable. 




«•*"! *>«■ 



■ In progress, N° 14. 



- - In progress, N° 15. Continued in Ros- 
common; partly formed for meal; now 
under consideration. 



- Nothing done. 

- Deferred. 



- - This work is in hands, as far as origi- 
nally proposed ; the portion recommended by 
the county of Sligo still deferred until they 
present their moiety. 



■ - Under survey. 



- - Under purvey. 
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Grand Jury 



List of Applications f roni 



APPLICATIONS TRANSMITTED FROM 



Lord Lorton, and Centrall 
Committee. 



Inhabitants Ruskey 



Castlerea - 
Longford to Ballina - 
Athlone to Ballinasloe 
Roscommon to Boyle by 
Sliaukill. 

- Ditto - Athlone 

- Ditto - Castlerea - 

Castlerea, Ballymoe 
Crusna to Tully 
Athlone, Strokestown 

- Ditto - continued - 

Roscommon to Shannon, 

and Royal Canal. 
Athlone - 

Boyle to Strokestown and 
Tarmonby. 

Boyle to Shankill and Ros- 
common. 

Tarmonbarry - 



WO K. 



estimate. 



Road to Ballymoe 
Mail-coach road 

- ditto - 
Road 

ditto 

ditto 

Road 

Road 

Road to avoid hills 

- ditto - 
Canal 

Bridge to widen 
Road 



Road, 

Road 



*• «■ i. 

1,000 - _ 



6,000 



APPLICATIONS; TRANSMITTED FROM 



Robert Martin, of Ross 


Galway - 


Market house - 




Chamber of Commerce 


Town of Galway 


Docks and quays, canal to 
lake, &c. 


30,000 - - 


Fishermen of Claddagh 


Galway - 


Completing the quay 


300 - - 


Lynch and others 


Galway - 


Oughterard road 


C. Blake 


Merlin Park - 


Small boat quays 




Mrs. Blake - 


- Ditto 






Geo. Prendergast, M. P. - 


- - - - 


- Repairing roac|», &c. 


- - ;« 


Marcus Lynch - 


: Borna - 


Fishery pier to rebuild 


800 - f 


Valentine Blake 
Ditto - 


Menlough - . 


Deepening river of Galway 


1,009, - 




Employing poor of Menlo 




Gentlemen of the Committees 


Galway - - 


generally. 

Completing bridge over 
Back river. 


800 - - 
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the Western District — continued. 



THE COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 



favourable 

favourable 

favourable 



See N° l. above, 
favourable 
favourable 
unfavourable. 

- ditto. 

useful, but expensive. 

favourable, but ditto, 
favourable 

See before, N° 4. 

unfavourable. 



( granted - 
deferred « 
ditto, 
ditto. 

ditto. 



granted, £.500 from govern- 
ment, per Lord Lorton. 



PROGRESS. 



• In progress. 
■ See Mayo. 



■ Partly done for meal. 



n* ir. 

Mr. Nimmo’s 
Report on the 
Western District. 



- In progress, £. 2,600 expended, includ- 
ing separate grant per Lord Lorton of £. 500. 



TOWN OF GALWAY. 





favourable - 


part granted ... - 


- - In progress. 




favourable but expensive, 
Breakwater recommended 
on the Slate. 


Docks and canal deferred, 
£. x,ooo granted for 
Breakwater. 


— Breakwater on Slate, in progress. 




favourable - 


granted - - - - 


- - In progress. 




favourable - 


granted - 


- - And completed. 




deferred - 


deferred - 


- - One of them partly made for use of N° 2. 




unfavourable - 




- - Nil. 








- - Considerable sums have been expended 
by the Committees, in the repair of roads 
near Galway ; and I have made t|vo roads, 
viz. to Merlough and Clonifle on Lough 
' Corrib. 




favourable - 


; 


- - £. 100 applied to this pjer, since which 
£. 300 more has been agreed to by the 
Fishery. Board. 




deferred - 


deferred - 


- - See N° 2. ■ 




unfavourable - 


deferred. 


- - A road to Menlo is in hands, which 
employs many of the tenantry. 
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N* II. COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF GALWAY. 

Mr. Nimmo's An ACCOUNT of the Presentments from the Query Book of the County of the City 
Report on the 0 f Galway ; on which Money has been advanced and paid, in pursuance of the Act 

Western Distric t. ^ Qeo. Ci 



Number 
in Query 
Book. 


NAMES OF PRINCIPAL OVERSEERS. 


Amount 
of Presentments 
and Wages. 


Janunr 


1823. 






£. 


5 . 


(l. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


0 


To John O’Brian, &c. - - - 


107 


2 


3 


107 


2 


3 




Ditto - - ditto - 


82 


2 


4 


82 


2 


4 


4 - 


James Lynch, &c. - 


79 


12 


11 


79 


12 


11 




Harloe lrwine, &c. - 


17 


10 


9 


‘7 


10 


9 


6. 


Manus Blake, &c. - 


72 


2 


8 


60 


- 






ls t. — Expenditure on Public Works un- 
















dertaken by orders of his Excellency, 
















under the provisions of 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 














1. 


Road along the coast to county bounds, per 
















pay lists ------ 


611 


8 


9 








2. 


Ditto to Woodstock, in addition to present- 
















ments, per ditto ----- 


390 


12 


1 4 








3 - 


Quays at the Claddah, per ditto - 


61 


8 


2 








4 - 


Breakwater and quay on the Slate and Mur- 
















rough quarries ----- 


802 


15 


ioi 








5 - 


Market-house, Galway, per receipt 


200 




- 










2d. — From the Funds of the Commission- 




— 


— 


2,066 


4 


11 




ers for the Relief of the Poor : 














1. 


Road to Menlough, per pay lists - - - 






5 








2. 


Ditto at Boshedun liill, Tuam road 






8 










Quay at Barna, per General Elly, in aid of 














3 - 


Fishery Grant - - 


HI 


1 


9 


482 


10 


10 










£. 


2.895 


4 





COUNTY OF GALWAY. 



An ACCOUNT of the Presentments from the Query Book of the County of Galway, 
on which Money has been advanced and paid, in pursuance of the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 



Number, 
in Query 
Book. 


NAMES OF PRINCIPAL OVERSEERS. 


Amount 

of Presentments 
and Wages. 


Sums paid 
January 1823. 






£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


5 . 


d. 


30 . 


To Henry Blake, &c. - 


576 13 


- 


195 


9 


- 


32 . 


John Darcey, &c. ----- 


30 


- 


- 


30 


- 


- 


53 - 


Archbishop of Tuam, - - - - 


4 11 


17 


3 


411 


17 


3 


54 - 


Ditto - - ditto _ - . _ 


45 


8 




45 


8 


— 


65. 


Eyre Linch, &c. ----- 


21 


_ 


_ 


19 


19 


10 


66. 


Hon. and Rev. C. Le Poor Trench, &c. - 




11 


74 


29 


2 


6 


67. 


Ditto - - - - - ditto - - - 








30 


15 


- 


68. 


Ditto ditto - - - 




12 




39 


13 


- 


69. 


Ditto ------ ditto - 




11 


6 


20 






70. 


Ditto ditto - 


21 


_ 


_ 


*6 


- 


-■ • 


72. 


Ditto ----- - ditto - 




18 


64 


38 


- 


6 


73 - 


Lord Clonbrock, &c. - 




18 


6 


25 


_ 


- 


75 - 


Hon. and Rev. C. Le Poer Trench, &c. - 






4 2 


42 


8 


- 


90. 


Henry Blake, 8cc. ----- 










- 


- 


92. 


Charles Blake, &c. - 








17 


2 


4 


102. 


Philip Athy, &c. 




10 




S 2 


10 


- 


108. 


Andrew Blake, &c. - 




_ . 




63 


-• 


- 


118. 


Captain S. Donelane, &c. 




15 


9 1 




_ 




123. 


Ditto - - - - ditto - - - 








92 


- 


- 


121. 


James Daly ------ 


37 


7 


7 


37 


7 


6 


122. 


Ditto 


26 






16 


4 


— 


124. 


Hon. and Rev. C. Le Poer Trench - 








51 


6 


- 


125. 


Lord Clonbrock, &c. - 


48 16 


6 


38 


10 


6 


152. 


Rev. Armstrong Kelly, &c. - 


74 


3 


7 i 


57 


17 


3 


200. 


Lord Clonbrock, &c. - - - - 






8 g 






- 


209. 


Rev. Edward Hartigan - - - - 


77 


8 


9 


, 73 15 , 


— 


236. 


H. Blake, &c. ----- 




7 


6 




11 


11 


293 - 


John D’Arcy, &c. - 


3 ° 


3 




30 


3 . 


9 


294. 


Ditto - - ditto - - - . 








20 




— 


301- 


John Nolan, 8tc. - 




_ 


104 


2 


4 


~ 


Remitted John Hampton to pay Balances - 




- 


- 


200 


- 


- 




Total paid for Presentme; 


nts 


- 


- £. 


1,966 


3 , 
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COUNTY OF GALWAY, West Division. 

ABSTRACT ot the Expenditure on Public Works undertaken by Order of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, under the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 



1st. — Wages paid on the following Works, 
per vouchers : 

Road Costello Bay to Mannin Bay : 

Three Western Divisions - 
Russaville and Costello - 

Road from Stream town to Claggan and Bal- 
lynakill Bay 
Quay at Cliffden - 
Ditto at Derrinver and road to Killery 
And the following Sums on account : 
Sundries on account at Renville, Cliffden and 
Road 

Ditto at Ballinaboy - - d° - - d° 

Ditto Overseers, on account - 
Coneys and Moore, Surveyors - - d° 
Michael Logan, mapping Costello road 

2d.— From the Funds for the Relief of the 
lists : Wages paid per the annexed pay 
Lists : 

Road from Spiddle to Moycullen 
Ditto - - Clonliff to Lough Corrib 
Ditto - - Bealnabrack to Cong - 
Quay at Spiddle, in aid of Fishery Grant 
Ditto and road, Garumna Island 
Ditto at Roundstone and Claggan, in aid of 
Fishery Grants, and for roads to Ditto - 
Hewn stone quarried in Arran for the Slate - 
Paid sundries on account, at Garumma Island 
Ditto Hanly - - d° - - surveys Bealnabrack 
road 

Ditto Backer, Clerk of works, Garumma 




N* II. 

Mr. Nimmo’s 
Report on th* 
Western District. 



COUNTY OF GALWAY, East Division. 

ABSTRACT of the Expenditure on Public Works undertaken by Order of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, under the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 



1st. — Wages paid on the following Works, 
per vouchers : 

Road from Headford towards Galway, per pay 



Survey and laying out lines, per account 

2d. — From the Funds for the Relief of tl 
paid, per annexed vouchers : 

Cash paid workmen’s wages, new road from 
Castle Kelly - 

Ditto ------ d° to Tullynadaly 

Ditto - - ' - - sewers of Tuam 

Ditto - - - - road Tuam to Cloontoo 

Ditto - - d° - - to Clare Tuam 

Ditto - - - - Turlagh at Castle Hacket 

Ditto Pat Burke, for road Tuam to Galway 
Ditto John Cahill, for Annadown ferry slip - 
Ditto - - - slip at Killbeg ferry 

Ditto - - - road from the ferry - 

Workmen’s wages on the Crushna road 
Cash paid James Carney, clerk, for paying 
men - - - _ . _ _ 

Ditto - - John Reddington for a road survey 



£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 5. d. 


30 


_ 


_ 




2 3 


12 


1 




e Poor: Wages 
1 


53 12 1 


17 


H 


10 




234 


5 


9 




232 


3 


-i 




174 


4 


4 




182 


6 


4 




60 


— 


• — 




262 


H 


9 




26 








74 


10 


7 




33 


15 


- 




39 


13 


4 




12 


_ 








6 







- 249 .- 



M 
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Ts° II. 
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Report on the 
Western District. 



GALWAY DISTRICT, GENERAL EXPENSES. 



Paid for printing, per receipts - - 

Ditto for stationery, per accounts - 
Postage - -- -- -- -- 

Purchase and keep of horses for several assistants, and 
their travelling expenses ------ 

Rent and furniture of offices in Cliffden - 
Half expenses, Alexander Hay, superintending piers in 
Conamarra - -- -- -- - 

Sundries for messengers, carriage, See. - 
Paid on account to sundry assistants, and not before 
charged - -- -- -- - 



Patrick Stephens and Son, Galway, per receipts 
Sundries, per cutter Dunmore, per account 
George Comerford, Galway, per account and receipt 
Patrick Iluband, for barrows - - - - ditto 

Anthony O’Reilly - - ditto ditto 

Luke Higgins - - - ditto ----- ditto 
Michael M'Nulty, for plank ----- ditto 



Half to Government Fund 
Ditto to Relief Funds - 



• £. 892 : 
- 892 



£. 5. 


( i . 


46 7 


4 


20 4 


6 


H 3 


8 \ 


185 1 


1 


32 18 


2 


17 14 


7 


15 13 


9 


647 “ 


3 i 


Is furnished for 


800 - 




65 7 


ib 


30 6 


9 


6 17 


6 


1 8 


- 


1 5 


- 


2 10 


- 


} - - - 


£. 



8 77 13 6 



907 14 5 i 



1.785 7 10 i 



GENERAL ABSTRACT OF EXPENDITURE, GALWAY DISTRICT. 





£. s. d. 


“ 


346 8 3 
1.966 3 8 


- - 


2,066 4 11 
2 »753 H 6 


- 


53 12 1 


" 


892 13 Hi 


' - - 


482 10 10 
2,159 12 9 £ 


- 


U 339 13 11 i 
89 2 13 1 1 i 



Presentment Funds : 

County of the Town of Galway - - - 

Ditto - - - at large - 

Government Fund, per Act .- 
County of the Town of Galway, per pay lists 
Ditto, West division - - ditto at large ditto 
Ditto, East ditto - - - ditto - - -ditto 
Ditto, tools and general expenses - - ditto 

Funds of Commissioners for Relief, &c. 
County of the Town of Galway - 
Ditto, West division - - ditto at large 
Ditto, East - ditto - - ditto 
Ditto, tools and general expenses 



Total Amount - - - £. | 12,953 8 



5,766 



4 i 



4,874 11 6* 



COUNTY OF MAYO. 

An ACC0 ^ T of the Presentments from the Query Book of the County of Mayo, on which 
Money has been advanced in pursuance of the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 



Number 

Book. 



Various 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 



NAMES OF PRINCIPAL OVERSEERS. 



George Clendening, esq. &c. per receipt 
Alexander Clendening, &c. - ditto - 
John Knox of Castlerea, 8cc. ditto - 
John Frederick Knox - 
John Fynn, per A. Clendening - 
Connell O’Donel - - ditto - 

Martin Kirwan - 
Miles John O’Reilly - 
Dominick Browne and W. Bald - 





Amount 

of Presentments i 
and Wages. 


Sums paid 
January 1823. 




i. 1. d. 


£. s. d. 


- 


824 17 7 


300 - - 




952 14 6 


300 - - 


~ 


403 13 8 


200 - - 


- 


328 16 5 


100 - - 


- 


187 9 8 


100 - - 


- 


160 io 4 


100 - - 


- 


879 12 10 


200 - ’ - 


- 


217 13 8 


100 - - 




233 2 8 


219 14 2 t 


£. 


4,1 88 1 1 4 


1,619 14 2} 
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COUNTY OF MAYO. 



ABSTRACT of Expenditure on Works undertaken under the provisions of the Act 
3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 



2. 

3- 

4- 



Wages paid, per the Vouchers annexed : 

Men lockspitting roads to Foxford - 

Road from Swineford to Foxford - - - - 

Ditto - Foxford to Ballina ------ 

Ditto - - - - to Killala ------ 

Ditto by North Coast to Blacksod, per receipt - 
Ditto into the Island of Achil, per receipt - 
Ditto into centre of Erris, per vouchers for bridges, and 
rock-cutting --------- 

Mr. M'Kinn, for travelling expenses and to account 
Sundry assistants on these roads - 

Total by Warrant of the Lord Lieutenant - £. 



£. s. cl. 



7 3 2 
406 8 
578 13 10 
612 15 2 \ 



5*5 ~ 

607 ll 



6 



533 15 3 
107 14 7 k 
182 13 -A 



3,561 15 2 



From Funds of Commissioners for Relief: 
Improvements on River Moy, per vouchers - 
Road to ferry of Castle Connor - - - 

Ditto from Clare to Ballyhaunis and others 
in Costello barony - - - - - 

Ditto - Clare to Westport, per vouchers 
Bridge of Annies - - - ditto - 
Harbour work at Killala - 
P. Knight, for surveys, &c. to account 
Sundry surveyors and inspectors of roads, &c. 
Stationery and postage, Mr. Bald 
Advanced Mr. Bald, engineer, on account - 



£. s. cl. 
1,123 11 6 
4 2 *9 3 



400 - - 
72 10 - 
170 1811 
281 9 1 
48 8 8 
105 17 10 £ 
9 12 1 
217 7 l* 



£. 



2,472 14 6 
6,034 9 8 



N* II. 

Mr. Nhnmo's 
Report on the 
Western District. 




COUNTY OF SLIGO. 

An ACCOUNT of the Presentments, from the Query Book of Sligo, on which Money 
has been advanced and paid in pursuance of the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34. 



Number 
" Book. 


NAMES OF PRINCIPAL OVERSEERS. 


Amount 

of Presentments 
and Wages. 


Sums paid 
up to 

January 1S23. 




W. O’Beirne, 8tc. - - - - - 1 


£. s. cl. 


£. s. d. 


4- 




55 9 9 


55 9 9 


87. 


Colonel Perceval, &c. 


210 - - 


100 - - 


148. 


The Hon. Edward Wingfield, &c. 


125 13 9 


119 14 - 


125. 


Ditto 


9 1 1 


8 12 6 


Overseers wages on the two last - - - j 


£. 


684 
290 4 7 



COUNTY OF SLIGO. 



EXPENDITURE on Works undertaken under the provisions of the Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34, 
up to January 1823. 



First : 

Wages paid, as per annexed vouchers, Nos. 1, 2, 3, by 
the Committee for Relief of Poor in Sligo 
Expenditure on Sligo Harbour, per ditto - - - 

Paid J. Cochran, for damages paid by him - - - 

Balances paid by said Committee - 

Compensations to sundry poor persons - 
Improvements on road from Sligo to Ballyshannon, 
parish of Drumcliff ------ 

Finishing the Cartron road - - - - - 

Road to the Givagh collieries, per pay lists - - - 

Ditto to Ballyshannon - - per ditto - 

Circuit road near Temple-house - 

Road from Bunnaconlan to Rillagheeny - - - 

Tools procured by Mr. Grant - - - - - 

Ditto by Mr. Kim - - - - - 

John M'Leod, pay, clerk, and other expenses 

Mr. Grant and Mr. Kim, travelling expenses 

Remitted to Mr. Kim, to account - 

Ditto - - Mr. Grant, on account - - - - 



Half from Government Fund, per Act 
Ditto - Fund of Commissioners for Relief 



£. 


s. 


d. 


700 


- 


- 


700 


- 


- 


97 


- 


- 


221 


12 


1 h 


7# 


7 


10 A 


160 


11 


8 


221 


19 


4 


428 


8 


3 


57 


13 


3 A 


b 4 


17 


iv . 


36 


14 


4 


33 


6 


1 


8 


16 


3 


43 


1 


2 


38 


8 


10 


100 


— 


— 


56 


12 


3 i 



U573 14 8-1 
i,573 14 8 J 



£. s. d. 



3,H7 9 4 
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N* II. 

Mr. Nimmo’s 

Keport on the COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 

"Western District. 



An ACCOUNT of the Presentments from the Query Book of the County of Leitrim 01 
which Money has been advanced and paid, in pursuance of the Act of 3 (100. iv. c 34 



NAMES OF PRINCIPAL OVERSEERS. 


Amount 
of Presentments 
anil Wages. 


Amount 

paid to 

January 1823. 






£• d. 

I40 - _ 


Thomas Church, &c. ------- 


4‘2() 3 1 l 


Expended on Public Works under Act 3 Geo. IV. c. 34 : 

Travelling expenses in survey of roads to the collieries 
as petitioned -.- 




25 10 6 


Total - - - £. 1 


16.5 10 6 



COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 



An ACCOUNT of Expenditure on Works undertaken under the provisions of the Act 
3 Geo. IV. c. 34; up to January 1823. 



Wages paid as per annexed vouchers : 

Road from Longford to Strokestown - 
Ditto - - Strokestown to Elphin, at Cregga 
Ditto - -- -- -- -- at Elma 
Ditto from Castlerea to BaJlymoe - 
Ditto from Elphin to Boyle - 
Mr. Clarke, assistant engineer, travelling expenses, per 
account - - _ _ . __ 

^toB^yle" " d ' tt0 ' ' ‘ ditt0 ' surveying a road 

Postage, stationery, &c. per account - 
To Mr. Clark, on account - 

Total, Roscommon - - - £. 



£. 




d. 


£. 


d. 


705 


4 


2 k 






436 


13 


1 






344 


13 


8 






295 


3 


11 






750 


- 


“ 






63 


>4 








11 


2 


_ 






1/3 


9 


1 £• 






60 


6 


6 


2,682 




__ 


3 1 



Presentments 

In addition to the above £. 500 was also 
the Elphin roads. 



Nil. 

advanced to Lord Lorton ; and expended 



on 



GENERAL ABSTRACT, WESTERN DISTRICT. 



COUNTIES. 


Presentment 

Funds. 


Funds 
from the 

Lord Lieutenant. 


Funds 

from Commissioners 
for Relief. 


TOTALS. 


Galway and Town of 
ditto - 
Mayo - 
Sligo - 
Leitrim - 
Roscommon - 

£. 


£■ S. d. 

2,312 11 11 
1,619 14 2 f 

290 4 7 

I40 - - 


£• S. d. 

5,1 f 5 4 j 
3,561 15 2 
B673 14 8 
25 10 6 
i,34i 3 7 i 


£• S. d. 

4,874 11 
2,472 14 6 
i,573 14 8 

-U34i 3 • 7 £ 


£. s. d. 

.1* 

12,953 8 9 i 
7,654 3 10 
3,437 13-1.1 
165 10 -6 
2,68a 7 g-f “■ 


4>3<32 10 84 


12,268 9 4 


10,262 4 4 


nt-i'i: 

26,893 4 4I 



Alexander Nimmo’. 
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N° III. 



REPORT ON THE CENTRAL DISTRICT; 
HI' JOHN KILLALY, CIVIL ENGINEER. 



REPOR 1 on the Public Works for the Employment of the Poor in the 
Central District. 



hir » r Dublin, May 27th, 1822. 

I REQUEST you will be pleased to lay the accompanying map before his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, whereon Ihave sketched the course of two roads 
from Ennis to Kilrush, which were surveyed several years since by directions of the 
Postmasters General ; the length of the northern line is 21 m. of. 36 p. • that 
of the southern line 24 m. 6f. iop.j the former, though the least expensive, and 
3 m. 5 f. 14 p. the shortest, was rejected by the Grand Jury of the county of Clare 
and the sum of 17,222 /. presented for the latter at the spring assizes of 1815*! 
Nothing, however, has been since done, I understand, towards the execution of either. 
It is a matter much to be regretted, that the northern road was not presented for, as 
it would, in my judgment, afford a most judicious field for the beneficent views of 
(government, m endeavouring to alleviate the distress of the labouring poor in the 
county of Clare, it passing through an extremely wild and uncivilized part of the 
country ; whereas the southern road nearly skirts the shores of the Fergus and 
the shannon, runs contiguous to the residences of the principal gentry, and conse- 
count thr ° Ugh t lG most improved, and, by inference, the least distressed part of the 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

Wm. Gregory, esq. John Killaly. 

&c. &c. &c. 




t ^ r, i . Dublin, June 3d, 1822. 

1 beg leave to submit for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
the enclosed statement of the presentments passed at the last spring assizes for the 
county of Clare, m which I have distinguished the sums available for Public Works, 
from those presented as the ordinary contingent expenses of the county. 

1 have also marked on the accompanying map, the baronies in which the present- 
ments have been made m order to enable his Excellency the more readily to ascertain 
the districts to which the several sums presented are applicable. 



Wm. Gregory, esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have the honour to be, &c. 



,/. Killaly. 



t, ^ ir , Dublin, June 3d, 1822. 

.Being called upon to report my opinion for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, 
on several applications made to his Excellency for aid towards carrying on Public 
Works, in order to alleviate the distress so prevalent in various parts of the kingdom, 
1 found, on looking over the papers put in reference to me, the objects of several of 
the applicants so undefined, and, in many instances, so far beyond the probable 
means of the Government at this crisis, that I have taken the liberty of putting for- 
wardmy V,GWS ° n tll0Se Sub ^ eCtS ’ merel y as observations, rather than as a professional 

~ I have the honour to be, &c. 

&fT? eSqr X Killaly. 



* To be 32 feet wide within the fences. 

N 
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N* II L Dear Sir, . June 4th, 1822. 

Mr. KUlaly’s I return my statement of the presentments in the county of Clare, with the 
Report on the original letter that accompanied it, both of which were submitted to his Excellency. 

Central District. f a i s0 sen d you for Mr. Goulburn, a duplicate of the above statement, and of my 
v • observations on the several applications for aid, so far as I have been able to look into 

them. My letter on that subject is also enclosed for Mr. Goulburn. 

Believe me, dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

A. Mangin, esq. Killaly. 



Dear Sir, Ennis, 10th June 1822. 

I have received yours of the 7th, and will forward observations on the applications 
now in my hands without delay ; and also nly opinion on the Report of the Fishery 
Board, which his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has been pleased to put in reference 

t0 me * I am, dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

A. Mangin, esq. «/• Killaltj. 



Sir, Ennis, June 13th, 1822'. 

Pursuant to the desire of the Lord Lieutenant^ I am using my best exertions to 
forward the execution of the works presented at the last spring assizes for the county 
of Clare, but I think it necessary respectfully to observe for his Excellency’s infor- 
mation, that those WOi-ks cannot be carried on with spirit, whilst the potatoc planting 
continues, which will be for eight or ten days longer. 

The gentlemen of this county with whom I have conversed, appear to be highly 
sensible of the kindness of Government, in advancing money for the purpose of 
giving prompt employment to the labouring classes. They have, however, requested 
of me to express their hopes that his Excellency will be graciously pleased to allow 
a reasonable time for repayment of the same, as, from the distressed state of the 
country, it vvOuld be utterly impossible to levy the full amount at present. 

It will be gratifying to his Excellency to learn, that the crops, throughout this 
county, have the most promising appearance, and that there is every prospect of an 
early and plentiful harvest, with the exception of potatoes, which cannot, for the 
want of seed, be planted in such abundance as formerly. 



A. Mangin, esq. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

J. Killaltj. 



Sir, Ennis, June 16th, 1822. 

• I return some of the applications which the Lord Lieutenant has been pleased 
to put in reference to me, with my observations thereon. My anxiety to carry into 
effect the benevolent views of his Excellency in giving employment to the labouring 
poor, has occupied so much of my time, as to prevent me from entering more fully 
into detail. T , . , , 0 

J. have the honour to be, &c. 

A. Mangin, esq. 



Observations upon various Applications to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant , 
fir Aid towards carrying on Public Works. 

Ennis, 1 6th June 1 ^ 

Extemions of the Grand Canal towards Roscrea, through the Queen’s County, 
and to Ballinasloe, in the county Galway, would, no doubt, render important ser- 
vices to that concern, besides adding considerably to the fixed capital of the country. 
The employment Which the execution of these works would afford, by enriching 
the labourer, and giving him a relish for comforts which he could not otherwise 
obtain, would unquestionably make him more attached, and amenable to the laws. 
I am strengthened in this view from what has come within my own observations ; 
m directing the execution, under the orders of Government, of the extension of the 
Royal Canal 24 £ miles in length, through the counties of Westmeath and Long- 
ford, in the years 1814, 1 5> 16, and 17, 150,000/. of public money was laid out 
111 completing that part which runs through the latter county, a distance of about 
20 miles, since when, its tranquility lias been pi cserved, without having recourse to 

strong 
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strong measures, in a manner, I believe, unequalled in any other part of thelcingdom. N° lir. 
The defective state of the Shannon navigation at Parteen, and the danger attendant Mr * Killaly's- 
on the passage at O’Brien’s Bridge, alluded to in Lord Cloncurry’s letter, un- c^nTra^ District 
questionably form a material impediment to the communication between Dublin and v — ^ ‘ _J 

Limerick, through the medium of the Grand and Royal Canals. To remedy this 
effectually, an expense of loor 12,000/. should be incurred, in the construction of 
a canal about one mile in length, extending from Parteen to the deep water below 
O’Brien’s Bridge, on which canal a lock and bridge would be required. I had 
the honour of submitting my opinion on this subject to the Directors General, 
about nine years since. 



Commissioners for the Improvement of Irish Fisheries. 

I am of opinion that the construction of asylum harbours in the vicinity of our 
natural fishing grounds, would be attended with much benefit to those engaged in 
that useful occupation ; and were these harbours placed in situations to which easy 
access was had, by good roads, they would, no doubt, importantly advance a pro- 
fitable branch of general trade, for which this kingdom appears to be peculiarly 
well circumstanced. But I beg respectfully to observe, that the objects of the 
Legislature, in the improvement of the Irish fisheries, would (in my judgment) be 
more effectually accomplished by the formation of permanent rendezvous harbours 
in suitable situations, calculated to afford shelter to a better class of vessels than 
those now in use, rather than in the expenditure of small sums of public money in 
accomplishing works which, when perfected, cannot render service to any but the 
most miserable and impoverished persons concerned in this traffic ; besides the con- 
struction of such harbours as would only be capable of affording shelter to the 
inferior class of fishing boats, would mar, in a great measure, the wishes of Parlia- 
ment, who give a bounty to vessels of a larger class properly found, with a view of 
effecting that improvement so much to be desired in the management of our very 
valuable fisheries. No plans having been submitted, I am unable to offer my 
opinion as to the estimates, except that the sums stated, appear, in most cases, 
insufficient to effect any important object in an element so frequently beyond the 

control of human power. T , ,, , , , „ 

1 I have the honour to be, otc. 

A. Mangin, esq. J. Killaly. 



Ennis, 17th June 1822. 

Mr. Killaly presents his compliments to Mr. Crowe, and informs him that 
having communicated to the Lord Lieutenant the wish of the gentlemen of this 
county, that a reasonable time should be allowed for the repayment of the money 
now advancing by Government for repairs of roads, &e. his Excellency has been 
pleased to say, “ That he will take into the most favourable consideration the appli- 
cation for time to be allowed for repayments on presentments.” 

Mr. Crowe will have the goodness to give publicity to the foregoing. 

Thomas Crowe, esq. 

Ennis. 



Sir, Ennis, June 19th, 1822. 

I have just received your letter of the 1 7th, on. my return from the western part 
of this county, and will pay strict attention to the Lord Lieutenant’s commands in 
applying the sum advanced to me, under the provision of 3d Geo. IV. c. 34, 
towards the making and repairing roads, and carrying on Public Works, for which 
presentments were made at the last assizes solely, and will keep a distinct account of 
that expenditure. T , ., , , . ,, 

1 JL have the honour to be, &c. 

A. Mangin, esq. J. Killaly . 



i Sir,. Ennis, 20th June 1822. 

I ha,ve received yours of the 19th, and hasten to acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Lord Lieutenant, that the amount of presentments granted at the last 
spring assizes, for repairs of roads, &c. in the barony of Moyarta, is 763 l. exclusive 
of 158 /. For contracts. I am using every exertion to have such persons as are most 

distressed 
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distressed employed on those works. I shall furnish the other information which 
his Excellency requires, with as little delay as possible, 

And have the honour to be, &c. 

.■ A - Mangin, esq. , 7 . Killaly. 



Sir, Ennis, 23d June 1822. 

With reference to my letter of the 1 3th instant, wherein I observed, that in con- 
sequence of the potatoe planting not then being completed, hands could not be 
obtained in sufficient numbers for prosecuting the repairs of the roads presented for 
without withdrawing them, by holding out pecuniary inducements, from an em- 
ployment, the product of which was to be so essentially necessary for the future 
support of them and their families ; or by another dangerous cause, tending to dis- 
turb the peace of the country, namely, that of bringing persons from other quarters to 
execute -those works which, by prescriptive right, the inhabitants in the districts 
taxed consider exclusively their own. A further difficulty also arose, notwithstand- 
ing the. distress of the country, and the admitted necessity which existed of giving 
employment to the poor, from an apprehension, on the part of the gentlemen that 
if the works were completed and accounted for, the amount would be immediately 
levied off the county ; and although, in many instances, money had been expended 
previous to the passing of the Act of the 3d of Goo. IV. in forwarding the works of 
those presentments, they would rather these advances lay dormant, °han, by com- 
pleting the .work, give alegal right to collect off an impoverished country the various 
sums presented. 

The hope held out, that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant would take into Ms 
most favourable consideration the application for time to be allowed for repay- 
ments on presentments, and also the promise made by me, under the 2d sect, of the 
3d.0f.Ge0. IV. of paying for the work and labour, and materials employed'® the 
repair of roads, after the making of the presentments, although before my appoint- 
ment as engineer to this district, have removed those apprehensions ; the con- 
sequence is, that the number of persons daily employed on the public roads has 
increased from 500 to nearly 1,700 within the last week, and I have every reason 
to expect that in the ensuing week upwards of 3,000 will be employed daily. The 
season for potatoe planting has, in a great measure, terminated, and I have much 
pleasure in communicating, for the information of his Excellency, that, notwith- 
standing the quantity of ground sown, from the difficulty of procuring seed, appears 
(bytlie best observations, and the minutest inquiries I could make, during a laborious 
survey of the county, which I have just concluded), to bo about one-sixth less than 
the usual sowing of other seasons, still the promising appearance of the crop is such, 
as to warrant me in concluding that the produce will be fully equal to, if not greater 
than the average of other years of common plenty. The wheat is also most 
luxuriant, and has been sown on an extended scale. The oat crop is likewise much 
superior m this county to what it appeared to be in any other part of Ireland that 
1 have visited this season, and promises to yield an abundant return. The con- 
fidence of the people is beginning to be restored, the benevolent intentions of the 
Government are becoming manifest to them ; and although it will appear from 
die Returns which I have the honour of enclosing for the Lord Lieutenant’s infor- 
mation, that much yet remains to be done to bring the distressed population, of this 
county through the remainder of the season, I still hope the affording them, by 
^oyment.theme^sofprocnring food, and protecting the growing crops to 
peifect maturity for their future consumption, will accomplish, under Providence, 
this very desirable object. And if means should be devised, which I trust, pnder 
Kr u' administration can be accomplished, to prevent a recurrence of 
those deplorable wants, which have so distressingly marked the passage of this year 
°**' ° f our countrymen, if would be received as the 

jfe misguMerpe^e S ted lega, ‘ 0r could •» » 

return Llnae. endeavoured, in obedience to his Excellency’s 
qp™ ? nd t ? bring !md e r , one wew the state of this country, both with respect to the 
he fi“? e T d mhabltants > «* ftnds at present applicable to their relief in 

.... “ ? , f oc . a com mittees, and the works now in progress from which partial 

(iv throw* < W •*.*' t P r ° curatl on of food ; the table also shows the sums expended 
^^rTrY**, Weeke “ db, 8 ‘ 5thJmie ’ and the number of persons re- 
lieved both gratuitously and by means of getting provisions at reduced prices "ft? the 

same 
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game period. . The object of this is to form a data whereby his Excellency can N*Iir. 
ascertain the extent to which it will be necessary to go, in order to perfect that system Mr KilUlv’fc 
of general relief heretofore acted upon, but which, without the aid of Government, Report on the 
would, in the course of a very short period, altogether cease, from want of means. Central District. 

Eight weeks at least have yet to pass, before the population can with prudence be v — ' 

permitted to draw upon the growing crops; I therefore apprehend (although the 
system is so highly objectionable), that it will be necessary to continue the gratuitous 
relief afforded by the local committees, to nearly the entire number at present on 
their list, namely, 26,845 persons, most of them being unfitted, from age or disease, 
to procure by labour the means of existence ; they appear to have been supported, for 
the week ending the 15th instant, for the sum of 587 A, not quite one penny each 
per day (a), and as the price of provisions is happily on the decline, oatmeal having 
fallen in the Limerick market from 16 A to 14 A 10s. per ton, an equal sum each 
week will, I hope, be quite sufficient for their sustenance until the coming in of the 
harvest, and the bettered condition of their present fellow sufferers will enable them 
to return to their former mode of living. 

There will still remain a population of nearly 90,000 persons incapable, from want 
of means, of procuring a sufficient supply of food ; fortunately, however, a fair pro- 
portion of them are able to labour, and if useful public works were set on foot, upon 
which from 10 to 12,000 men could be daily employed for the ensuino- two 
months, every thing the Government could wish would be accomplished, with respect 
to mitigating the sufferings of the peasantry of the county of Clare, for this season. 

A few of the works most feasible, for which estimates have been furnished, and whose 
execution would, in my judgment, be attended with the greatest national as well as 
local benefits, exclusive of their affording the largest field for the extensive employ- 
ment of the labouring classes, 1 take the liberty of enumerating, at the same time 
respectfully premising, that the unceasing attention I have bestowed in endeavouring 
to carry the wishes of his Excellency into operation, by giving prompt employment to 
the poor, has prevented me from examining with sufficient accuracy the projects 
marked thus (*), but my opinion of the advantages resulting from their execution 
is decided. 



* Northern line of road between Ennis and Kilrush, which has been 

partly executed, will require to complete it, about - 
Improving the navigation of the Fergus from Clare to Ennis, with 
other improvements - - - 

* Improving the mail-coach road from Limerick by Ennis to Galway, 

laid out by order of the Postmasters General - 
Improving the navigation of the Shannon between Parteen and 
O’Brien’s Bridge - - - - - - - ’ - 

* Proposed canal from Dunbeg bay to Poolnisharry harbour 



£. 

10,000 

10.000 

20.000 

10.000 

40.000 



I shall proceed, without loss of time, in reporting specifically on the other papers in 
reference to me. . . . . . , 

And have the honour to be, &c. 

A. Mangin, esq. J. Killaly. 



The Memorial of certain Gentlemen of the County of Clare, praying that Improve- 
ments might he made in the Navigation of the Fergus, between the Fort of 
Clare and the Town of Ennis. 

June 26th, 1822. 

I take the liberty to state, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, that plans were devised by me, under the orders of the Directors General, in 
the year 1 8i7> for effecting this very desirable object. 

The river Fergus is navigable for vessels of 1 op tons burden, from its junction with 
the Shannon at Bay Castle to the port of Clare ; the passage here is obstructed by 
a ledge of rocks, stretching quite across the bed of the river, over which the water 
runs Iwith’ great velocity ; from the head of these rapids to the town of Ennis, a dis- 
tance 

/ ^HoiiUi.'Xa H-1 — •J— ^ — L — dm: — J i :;- V: — : >■■■■ — 

ih;(a) fttthl 4 ‘tlme there were 89,270 persons getting provisions' from the Committee's at reduced prices, 
ni loita-Mdod: ut \.q6,845- - q - receiving gratuitous relief. 

JftittBq ffotdwRHH . 7 i(),7i5 

The population of the county of Clare, according to a late census, umounts to 209,395 persons^ 

orff ?$0mi'q bo'jolv. O' 

omse 
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tance of two miles, the depth varies from 10 to 20 feet. In order to avoid the 
impediments above alluded to, I designed a canal of 64 perches in length, running 
along the western bank of the river, having a lock, with a fall of 7 feet 6 inches, 
and one public road bridge. The expense of constructing this canal, calculated for 
the accommodation of boats navigating the Shannon and Fergus only, I estimated at: 
q,733 and if the lock and bridge were built on a scale suited to vessels calculated ■ 
for going to sea, the expense would be increased about 2,000 1. 

The enabling even those boats which, from their size and equipment are con- 
fined solely to the navigation of the Shannon and the Fergus, to approach the town 
of Ennis, must be attended with considerable advantages in the transportation of 
provisions, fuel, &c. which would, by this means, be brought so much cheaper to 
market. In a commercial point of view, however, the canal capable of admitting 
sea-worthy vessels to pass up, would be productive of still greater benefits, not only 
to Ennis, but to the county at large ; besides affording those vessels which frequent 
the port of Clare, and are now obliged to take the ground in bad lying during the 
absence of the tide, an opportunity of being water-borne at all times. 

Under these circumstances, I beg leave respectfully to recommend the canal on the 
largest scale to the consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

J. Killaly. 



Sir Ennis, 27th June, 1 822. 

From the inquiries I have been enabled to make, aided by information 
obtained from some of the respectable gentlemen of the various local committees, 
relative to the supply of provisions now in this district, and the means of obtaining 
them by the mass of the people, I am led to conclude, that the stock of potatoes 
on hand, is so limited as to be met with only in the possession of people of property, 
or with the few substantial fanners that are scattered over this county, particularly 
the south-east part, intended solely for their own consumption ; and that no reason- 
able price, within the means of the present purchasers, would induce them to market. 
Oatmeal, the produce of the county, is distributed in nearly a similar manner, and 
although there are about thirty grist and flour mills in the county, I am credibly 
informed the disposable stock of the entire, including what is in the hands of the 
meal sellers, would not come up to 100 tons. The stock of oats, however, which 
may be brought to market, is much more considerable, amounting in the whole to 
upwards of 0,000 barrels. I understand Sir Edward O’Brien holds 3,000 of these, 
and a Mr. Macbeth, of the port of Clare, 1,800, the remaining 1,200 are in the 
possession of the millers and huxters, throughout the district. The means of obtain- 
ing food by the mass of the people are nearly the same as stated in my Report of the 
1 6th instant, a small proportion of them only being able to procure money in ex- 
change for turf and kelp. T , 0 

0 1 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

A. Mangin, esq. 



Sir, Kilrush, 3d July 1822. 

In reply to that part of Mr. Mangin’s letter of the 13th ultimo: — “desiring 
“ I should communicate for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, whether 
“ there was any just foundation for the reports which had reached his Excellerfcy, 

“ of the misapplication of a portion of the funds received through any channel, 

“ for the benefit of the poor, to private purposes of individual convenience, un- 
“ connected with that important public object.” 

I beg leave to observe, that I have not been able to ascertain, notwithstanding 
numerous inquiries, that any gross misapplication of the funds entrusted to the . , 
several committees has taken place; although complaints, which, in my judgment, 
are inseparable from the present State of society in this country, were very general, 
accusing their agents of partiality in the distribution of the charities, and also, in * j. 
some instances, with fraud, by giving meal, which was charged to them at a reduced 
price, (say three-eighths of the value) to persons working on roads, at its full value, 
thereby defrauding the public in the amount of the difference. This is said to have 
taken place previous to his Excellency’s order under 3d of Geo. IV. being issued; itis 
likewise asserted, that in many instances farmers obtained meal at a reduced price, 
who, from the comforts they could command, had not any just claim upon the 
benevolence of, the charitable. With respect to the other part of Mr. Mangm’s 

letter, 
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letter, “ Whether any change in the construction of the local committees, or any 
“ other arrangement, would be likely to facilitate the accomplishment of the 
“ intended relief to the poor, and to secure the Government and the public against 
“ any abuse of their benevolence.” I take the liberty of stating, that although 
there are many intelligent and humane gentlemen connected with the distribution v 
of the funds appropriated for the relief of the poor in this district, 1 am led to 
apprehend, their zeal for doing away so suddenly the system of gratuitous relief 
hitherto afforded, will be productive of melancholy consequences to those unfortu- 
nate beings who are unable to obtain the means of purchasing food. One person 
is reported to me to have died from absolute starvation, within the last week, in the 
vicinity of Ennis ; and it is stated, that there are several others in the same neigh- 
bourhood reduced by extreme want to the lowest pitch of human misery. It 
must, however, be admitted, that the principles the committees seek to establish, 
if it were practicable to enforce them generally, would be attended with vast per- 
manent benefit to the kingdom at large ; but I fear their attainment is of so difficult 
a nature in this country, that under the most favourable circumstances, unless aided 
by an honourable and active co-operation on the part of the landed proprietors and 
resident gentry, a considerable length of time must elapse ere the habits of a 
people can be altered, who, from their natural improvidence and consequent distress, 
are so easily driven into a state little short of universal mendicancy. 

The difficulty of procuring competent persons, who will undertake the labour of 
parochial inspection, with a determination of performing conscientiously the arduous 
duties thereof, is very considerable ; correct information in detail, so necessary to 
form a just idea of the wants of the people, is, therefore, not obtainable, and to this, 
more than to any imperfection in the construction of the baronial or central com- 
mittees, I attribute that want of co-operation and intelligence so evident in the 
documents transmitted by them for the information of the Lord Lieutenant. 
Another source of irregularity was created by funds being placed at the disposal of 
individuals for charitable uses, without the knowledge of the central committee, 
thereby producing inequality in their applotment, and deranging the system which 
was intended by them, for the government of the whole. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances, I do not feel myself warranted in recom- 
mending any change in the construction of those committees to the consideration 
of Government, but conceive it my duty to state, that if useful employment could 
be given to the extent pointed out in my Report of the 23d ultimo, I would beg 
leave respectfully to suggest the propriety of changing, in all its branches, the present 
system of distributing provisions. In my view, the remuneration for labour should, 
on the lowest scale, be sufficient for the purchasing of the food necessary for the 
subsistence of the people, at the market prices, and that gratuitous aid of every kind 
should be withheld, except to those who, from their infirmities or some other causes, 
must always remain dependent on the bounty of the charitable. The result, I should 
hope, would be, that the means thus afforded to the labouring classes would tend 
not only to promote a spirit of peace and obedience to the laws throughout the 
country, but also, by bettering their condition, increase their self-respect, and induce 
them to rely altogether on their own industry and prudence for the inainteUaUce of 
themselves, and of their families. T , , , , 0 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Wm. ©I'egory, esq. J ' 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Kilrush, 4th July 1822. 

Having just concluded a survey of the northern line of road running from Ennis 
to this town, I take the liberty of enclosing an estimate of the probable expense 
thereof, for the information of his Excellency the Lo'rd Lieutenant. 

This line of road is laid out chiefly in the direction Of the northofn line, 
surveyed by Order of the Postmasters General, and early attracted his Excellency’s 
attention. 

It ruhs for almost its entire length through a mountainous and much neglected 
portion of the county, its execution would, therefore, 'be important in a national 
point Of View, and were lateral communications, by moderately good and inexpensive 
roads, opened between this line and the bays of Clonderalali and Kildysart on the 
ohanrton, and of Cragbryan oil the Fergus, to enable the landholders to procure 
sand and slab for manure, an extensive district, now (I may say) inaccessible and 
uncultivated, would, in a very short space of time, be capable of adding consider- 

ably, 
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N® III. ably, by its produce,, to the disposable stock of provisions, and, consequently, to the 
Mr. Killaly's increase of the wealth of the country. 

Central 1 Dbtricf Looking also to the more immediate benefit which would result from the prosecu- 
v 60 ra nC 'j tion of this work, I beg to state, that if the whole line was proceeded with at once, 
which is perfectly practicable under his Excellency’s sanction, it would afford 
employment to from 3 to 4,000 persons for eight or ten weeks. 



Win. Gregory, esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have Hie honour to be, &c. 

J. Killaly , 



ESTIMATE of the probable Expense of completing a line of Road, partly made 
between Ennis and Kilrush, in the county of Clare, to be 32 feet wide within 
the fences, 21 feet of which to be gravelled, and the ascent in no case to exceed 
1 in 30 : 



Forming and widening sucli parts of the present road as it will be advisa 
ble to adopt, also cutting down hills and filling hollows therein, includ- 
ing expense of removing present covering where necessary - 
Filling in present grips, and making new fences, having the back of the 
ditch to the road, with some walling, &c. ------ 

Putting back present covering, alter forming, breaking the stones in a pro- 
per manner, increasing the quantity thereon, and furnishing what the 
additional width of road requires ------- 

Repairs of bridges and gullets on present line of road, also widening, 
sinking and straightening the water-courses leading thereto 
Making new road, partly through bog between Ennis and Kilrush, includ- 
ing expense of bridges and gullets thereon ------ 



£. 

2,040 

920 



3,100 

350 

3,96o 



£. 



10,370 



John Killaly. 



Sir, Kilrush, 4th July i8j22. 

According to the meaning I have taken out of the orders with which his Excel- 
lency has been pleased to honour me, I do not consider myself warranted in proceed- 
ing with any works under the 3d of Geo. IV, except the making and repairs of 
roads presented for at the last spring assizes. May I take the liberty of requesting 
that you will be pleased to say whether my conception of those orders be correct. 

Wm. Gregory, esq. I have the honour, &c. 

&c. &c. j. Killaly. 



Sir, Ennis, 7th July 1822. 

I have just received yours of the 6th instant, on my return to this place after an 
absence of seven days, during which I have been engaged in an examination of the 
state of the western part of this county. 

I shall lose no time in attending to the desire expressed in your letter of visiting the 
southern part of Galway, and have this night apprized Major D’Arcy of my intention 
and your wishes. 

, I have the honour, &c. 

Wm. Gregory, esq. J. Killaly. 

&c. &c. &c. 



® u » Ennis, 8th July 1822. 

In reference to that part of my report of the 23d ultimo, respecting a proposed 
canal from D unbeg bay to Poolanisharry harbour, 1 beg leave to state that I have 
minutely examined the line laid down by Mr. Colbourn, when engaged in surveying 
under the Bog Commissioners in this district; and also that proposed by some other 
engineer, for opening a communication between Moore' bay on the Atlantic, and 
a branch of -Poolanisharry harbour near Garnan ; both these projects befog with 
a view of enabling vessels to pass into the Shannon from the westward; without en- 
Co ^. e ^ n £ ^e' tedious and frequently dangerous passage round Xoott-hdkd, &c. &c. 

W ith rdSpect to Moor bay, although th'e ;litie of canal 1 



from thence to Pbtilabi&ftdtry 
from Dunbeg harbour, still the 



would be somewhat shorter than "that 1 



Imcertamty df mfiduring a sufficient stipnly of water for 4i;S fotre!, 1 Standing as 

It would 40 feet higher than the summit of the Dunbeg line, added to the circumstance 

jfsui ucvjroj flowBomurufifo' -*#.•? >&F •. llr/i siiiiiw8<Mof 
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oftfche bay, as it now stands, affording neither shelter nor anchorage, induces me to 
submit that this project, if not altogether impracticable, is at all events, from the 
foregoing statement, not worthy the ’ consideration -of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Dunbeg harbour in its present state, affords tolerably good shelter and safe 
anchorage for vessels of light draught of water. The expense, however, of forming 
a navigable communication with the Atlantic, even at this point, would be very con- 
siderable, and the benefit likely to result from its accomplishment, (owing to the state 
of the fisheries on the western coast) I fear very remote-; I am therefore of opinion, 
that were a canal constructed to allow the Shannon boats to pass from Poolanisharry 
harbour into the bog of Moonmore, in the direction of Dunbeg bay, an important 
benefit would at once be conferred on the most distressed district in this county, 
haying an overstock of population labouring under, the severest privations, without 
means, without employment, and in many instances, without food. Its execution, 
besides affording an immediate and extensive source of occupation to the working- 
classes, would also create (by opening to them the Limerick turf market, for the 
produce of their bogs), a new and profitable field for the future exercise of their 
improved skill, increased capital, and consequent industry. 

The expense of construction (exclusive of the purchase of land), I estimate as 
follows : — 




960 perches of canal, through clay, gravel, and loose rocks, average 14 feet 
sinking, at 1 2 /. per perch --------- 

Five locks, with gates, 8cc. &c. complete ------- 

Three bridges 
Supply, cut, &c. 8cc. 



£. 

1 1 ,520 
12,500 
1 , 600 ' 
460 



Incidents and superintendance, 15 per cent 





26,000 


- 


3 . 9 °o 


■£. 


29,900 



The barony of Ibrickane, containing an area something under 50 square miles, 
in -which the proposed work is principally situated, is peculiarly unsuited to agricul- 
tural purposes, stretching, as it does, a sterile soil upwards of 1 6 miles along the 
Atlantic, exposed to the baleful influence of its withering blasts, which are known 
frequently to destroy in one night the most promising crops, to which the in- 
dustrious peasant and his -family chceringly looked for their future support. It is 
equally unfavoured with respect to the produce of its bogs; the roads, although 
numerous beyond parallel, are in most (indeed I might say in all) cases impassable 
•for carriages conveying any burden ; no market is therefore accessible to them, if 
they even could command the funds necessary for the cutting of turf ; and not- 
withstanding their shores abound with the raw material from which kelp is manu- 
factured, the transport of that article becomes so expensive, for the reasons already 
stated, as to render it nearly as -unproductive a class of labour as any other within 
the scope of the wretched inhabitants of this portion of the county of Clare. 

Their fisheries also, though several most productive banks lie off their coast, add 
■little or nothing to their scanty stock of comforts. No profits can be obtained in 
a trade where there is no skill exercised nor capital engaged. The singularly 
■constructed and fragile boat, composed of wicker work, covered either with hides 
or canvas, in which the few squalid beings engaged in this pursuit, venture into a 
tremendous sea, is but ill calculated to advance their prospects. With such a vessel, 
without, food, and furnished only with the rudest implements of their calling, what 
j Can they produce? literally nothing in the way of traffic, not even, under present 
•. circumstiuices, what is equivalent to their own support. 

,, Feeling, therefore, that some new impulse and direction should be given to the 
.pursuits of the peasantry in this district, with a view to their moral and political 
improvement. I have taken the liberty of submitting my ideas as to the utility of 
the proposed canal, in addition to which I would beg leave respectfully to suggest 
tlmmopriety of improving the roads at present nearly impassable, which run along 
the heads of the bays of Liscannor, Seafield, Dunbeg, and Kilkea, with the road 
from thence to the market town of Kilrush, and also that from Liscannor bay hy 
Innistymond, to the town of Ennis. These works would not only afford extensive 
eipnloyuient to the poor during the present season of calamity, but, when perfected, ■ 
vaud^that our fisheries are put upon the judicious footing which I trust ere. long the 
. Legislature will effect, would open a facile communication to good market towns 
a 4 9- P for 
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for the produce of a trade, which should, in this part of Ireland, if reasonably well' 
managed, be exceedingly lucrative. The expense attendant upon the execution of 
these works I estimate at about 4,000*. ' j lme ^ 

Wm, Gregory, esq. J. Killalu. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Ennis, July loth, 1822. 

I have received your letter of the 8th instant, expressing the Lord Lieutenant’s* 
approbation of my having the line of road completed, which is partly made between 
Ennis and Kilrush, and directing that it be commenced immediately. 

You will be pleased to inform his Excellency that I am making such arrange- 
ments as will ensure the work being executed in the most judicious manner, and 
with the least possible delay. j havf . ^ honour> &c 

Wm. Gregory, esq. J. Killalv. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, Ennis, 16th July 1822. 

It being the desire of the Lord Lieutenant that I should act in conjunction 
with the overseers and respectable gentlemen of this county, in carrying on such 
works as will tend most immediately to check the distress which so generally pre- 
vails amongst the lower orders, — and funds for that benevolent purpose having been 
lodged to my credit in the Bank of Ireland — it is my intention, provided it meets 
your approbation, to place the sum of 600/. per .week, at the disposal of the 
Central Committee, to be expended on such works as they, from their local know- 
ledge of the county, and of the distressed state of the working classes, may deenv 
most advisable. It will be necessary, however, that I be furnished with a weekly 
account of the situation, nature, and expense of those works ; and also of the 
number of men, &c. employed thereon, in order that I may submit the same to his 
Excellency. 

I'Vom the information contained in the baronial reports for the last week, added 
to that winch I acquired on my late tour through this county, I am led respectfully 
to suggest the following applotment of the sum above mentioned, viz. 



Bunratty 
Burrin - . ~ 
Corcomroe 
Clonderalavv 
Ibrickaue 
Inchiquin 
Islands - — 

Moyarta 
Upper Tulla - 
Lower Tulla - 



£. 7© 



70 

70 

70 

70 

70 

80 

50 

30 



t. 000 



I beg the favour of an answer. 

To the Trustees of the 
Charitable Fund, Ennis. 



And have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 
John Killaly . 



Sir • 

rp_ , i ti . , .. Ennis, July 16th, 1822. ; » 

1HE knowJedp I have acquired since my arrival in this country of the ills that 
•"? r0ad Jobbm S’ more particularly its tendency to demoralize the 
people induces me respectfully to submit to the Lord Lieutenant’s consideration, 
wiiat t am humbly of opinion, would operate, in a great degree, to check so serious 
an CT|, namely, that no road presentment be granted unless one or more of the 
ni T c ' . tl ' erem . sl,a11 swear “> being a measure of public utility, and the 
“IWW burly estimated; also that he or they shall afterwards be required- 
proSHxec ff f °‘ 1 16 “°" ey hi *™ S ftithfuI1 y expended, and the work 

Wm. GrCgolly, esq. 1 & r%, 
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Sir, Ennis, 17th July 1822. N° IJI. 

Lv obedience to the Lord Lieutenant’s commands that I should acquaint you Mr.KiHuly’s - 
with the meaning of that part of my letter of the 29th ultimo, in which I state Report on tho 
“ that your knowledge of the resources and habits of our peasantry will aid most y . Ceiltra l I)lslnct ‘ 
“ materially the benevolent views of the Marquis Wellesley in devising means, not ^ ' 

“ only to mitigate their present sufferings, but to prevent the recurrence of a 
“ similar calamity producing such direful effects.” 

I beg leave respectfully to observe, for his Excellency’s information, that the 
meaning I intended to convey by the foregoing passage was, that you would be* 
enabled to afford such aid from your minute knowledge of one of our western 
counties, in which the general character and circumstances of its poor inhabitants' 
are similar to those in the other distressed districts, and who, from their natural 
improvidence, and want of capital for the ordinary purposes of agriculture, are 
unable to bear up against the slightest failure in the crops. I also considered that 
your attention had been attracted by the unfeeling and inconsiderate conduct of 
landlords, who endeavour to keep up the price of land to nearly the maximum 
obtained during the late war, although the value of its produce has been reduced 
nearly fifty per cent. This, you are aware, has tended to create a large portion of 
the difficulties under which the unfortunate people labour, and, of course, that the 
beneficent intentions of Government, with respect to their civilization, and the 
bettering of their condition, cannot be carried to the desired extent, unless the 
dreadful exhibition of the miseries resulting from the system of high rents, and its 
unproductiveness to the landed proprietors themselves, shall have awakened them 
to a true sense of their own interests ; or unless strong measures be adopted, such as 
the enactment of a law in Ireland, tantamount to the poor rates in England, or 
something of that nature, which would compel the absent and resident gentry 
of property, (jin. order to avoid the effects of such a law) to diminish the number of 
paupers, by allowing the agriculturalist a share in the profits arising from his 
labour, thereby creating a fund from which the poor might hereafter look for 
employment in times of scarcity like the present. 

Another cause of evil, that cannot have escaped your notice, arises from the 
ruinous system adopted with respect to Grand Jury presentments, which, though 
briefly alluded to in my letter of yesterday, affords ample scope for severe 
animadversion. The great destruction of morals, and waste of public property, 
which have taken place in the county of Clare from this cause, are beyond my 
power to calculate. 

Connecting, therefore, the fact of your possessing such local knowledge as I have 
alluded to, with the known benevolent views of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
towards Ireland, I feel that I was not too sanguine in expecting that means would 
be devised, not only to mitigate the present sufferings of our distressed population, 
but to prevent hereafter a similar calamity, namely, a failure in the crops, from 
producing those direful effects we now witness. 

I have the honour, &c. 

Wm. Gregory, esq. J. Killaly. 

&c. &c. &c. 



My dear Sir, Ennis, July 18th, 1822. 

I need scarcely say that I depend on you and your brother trustees not to allow 
any of the money which I have placed in the hands of the Central Committee to be 
disposed of for jobbing purposes, no matter what the rank of the applicant may be. 

Robert Keane, esq. Very truly yours, 

J. Killaly. 



Sir, Ennis, July 24th, 1822. 

I Save just received your letter of the 1 8th instant, on my return from the county 
■of Galway, and in reply, beg leave to observe, that the works presented for at the last 
spring assizes being nearly completed, the number of men and horses, &c. employed 
thereon dre consequently diminished ; however, in order to afford relief to those who 
have been discontinued, I am applying 600/. a week of the sum placed at my disposal 
in the repairs, of such roads throughout this county as are usually presented for. 
This sum, at the present reduced rate of wages, will give employment to about 3,000 
2 49 - ‘ men 
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-N» in. men a day, exclusive of horses and cars; I am also disposing 200/. a week for similar 

Mr. Killaly’a purposes in the baronies of Otar ton, Loughrea, and Leitrim, in the county of 

Report on the Galway, where distress prevails to an alarming extent among the lower orders. 
Central JJistrict. 

v j Win. Gregory, estj. I liave the honour, &c. 

&c. See. Sic. j. Killah 



Gentlemen, Ennis, July 24th, 1822. 

B icing engaged for some time on a tour through the southern part of the county 
of Galway, it was only this day I received your letter of the 1 8th instant. 

In reply thereto, I have the honour to observe that the fimds hitherto placed to my 
credit in the Bank of Ireland, amount to 10,000/. ; of which 6,627/. has been set 
apart for payment of presentments granted at the last spring assizes, pursuant to the 
Act of 3d Geo. IV.; of the remainder, 600/. a week is now laying out on the 
repairs of such roads throughout this county as are usually presented for. I have 
also allotted 200/. a week for the same purpose to the baronies of Kiltarton 
Loughrea, and Leitrim, in the county of Galway, wherein considerable distress pre* 
vails among the lower orders, insomuch, that numbers, for want of other food, are 
digging out the new potatoes, which can as yet afford but little nourishment. 

I beg leave to defer answering the last paragraph in your letter for a few days, as 
I mean to confer, with the county members and Central Committee upon that subject. 

To the Relief Committee. I have the honour, &c. 

J. Killaly. 



S* ir > . Ennis, July 25th, 1822. 

On my late view of the baronies of Kiltarton, Loughrea, and Leitrim, in the county 
oF Galway, which have been placed under my supcrintendancc, I examined, amongst 
other matters, the state of the road between Portunma and Gort, by way of 
Derrybrien, and have the honour to observe, for his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s 
information, that the western part of this road runs for several miles through a boggy, 
barren, and mountainous country, intersected by numerous ravines; that from its 
being at present impassable for horses, and the poor of the neighbourhood in the 
extreme of want and misery, I have been induced to advance a small sum to be disposed 
ol in Partial repairs, chiefly for the purpose of affording them immediate employment 
j»nd lelief ; but as this part of the road has been laid out in a very injudicious manner, 
I cannot recommend any sum of magnitude being expended on its improvement. 

I am, however, of opinion, that a new line of road, commencing at Marble-hill, 
and extending nearly to the town of Gort, if judiciously planned and properly 
executed, would be of infinite service to this part of the country ; as, exclusive of the 
immediate and lasting advantages to be expected from the employment and civi- 
mation of the wretched inhabitants of this mountain district, it would open a direct 
and facile communication between the towns of Portumna and Gort, thereby saving 
a round of six miles at least, by the way of Loughrea, at present unavoidable. 

Having no survey of the country, I am unprepared to state with accuracy what the 
expense of the proposed line might be, but presume it would not exceed 7,000/. 
imluchiig an allowance for some repairs on the road between Marble-hill and 
1 ortumna. 



Win. Gregory, esq. 
&c. &c. Sic, 



I have the honour, &c. 

J. Killalij. 



Sir, 



T ' . , Ennis, July 25th, lS 22 ,~ 

iavko acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, wjiercin you 
^ien ion, that Ins Excellency has been pleased to annex the county of Tipperary 
„ !° “W dwtPict. and that ,t is his desire that I shall proceed there when I have 
inspected .and reported ppon the roads and works in the county of Clare.” In 
‘ t’*' , R: h wave to. state, that I shall pay implicit obedience to his Excellences 

^ ■ I have the honour, ftc. . ’ 



urn. uregorv, esq. , xi/fafn 

. •- - f / , .■|!>h hftq* •.T.;rf,jVS 'u.-ywusd ii/OJ 

adiJ _ .^Jaraiia. t x^w.vfjr. '.•wrr'-ai o) burti ;bfutrw ' J ‘ * a4 

. v’tjir to 301309010199 <n ;-vlrrr hi> 

» - " ' ~ ' * - r ■ ■ • • 



jfcufyr ouvMom lorfJon* w 
a'ofU i. Ie rioiib&ttottQi 

Of- ' 
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Mr. Killaly requests that Mr. Gregory will have the goodness to inform him if n* hi. 
his Excellency’s commands, with respect to the payment of presentments in this Mr. Killaly's 

county, do not apply equally to those in that part of the county of Galway which Report on the 

has been placed under his superintendance ; and also whether there is any objection ^ e,ltra ^ District. 

to his paying for the works that were executed under the presentments granted last v ^ ' 

spring assizes, previous to his arrival in this county. The Act of Parliament war- 
rants his doing so, and the people to whom the presentments were granted are press- 
ing for payment. 

Ennis, July 25th, 1822. 



Gentlemen, Ennis, July 27th, 1822. 

I had the honour to acquaint you in my letter of the 24th instant, with the state 
of the funds in my hands ; and in reply to that part of your letter of the 1 8th instant, 
“ requiring to know if an increase of the funds at my disposal might be at once made 
“ available to the present sustenance of the people, and to the public service, during 
“ the ensuing five weeks.” I now beg leave respectfully to observe that I have, by 
command, already submitted, for the consideration of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, estimates for various works in this county, amounting in the whole to 
upwards of 64,000 /. One of those works, namely, a road of about twenty miles in 
length, running nearly in a direct line from Ennis to Kilrush, and passing through 
the baronies of islands Clonderalaw and Moyarta, estimated at 10,370/. his Excel- 
lency has ordered to be executed under my superintendance. 

In addition to the foregoing, about 1,000/. might be usefully expended in 
shortening the distance, and avoiding some steep hills in the present line of road 
between Ennis and Kilfenora, by way of Corofin. A similar sum could be bene- 
ficially laid out in improving the communication between Ennis and Innistymond ; 
and about 2,000 /. might be disposed of to advantage in making improvements on 
the mail coach road between Limerick and Ennis ; also in the road from thence 
towards Gort, and in improvements and repairs of roads, &c. in the barony of Tulla. 

New lines of road are likewise called for between Kilkea and Loophead, the 
expense of which I am as yet unprepared to state ; but supposing it 2,000 /. the 
entire of the works herein suggested may be estimated at 70,000/.; the expenditure 
of which would afford employment to 20,000 of the labouring classes for eight or 
ten weeks ; and thence it may be presumed about 80,000 persons would derive 
support for that period. 

I mentioned in my last that I was expending 600 /. a week in the improvement 
and repairs of such roads throughout this county as are usually presented for, and 
also that I had allotted 200 /. a week for the same purpose in the county of Galway, 
in order to meet the present exigencies. I intend continuing this expenditure for 
some weeks, provided it meets his Excellency’s approbation. 

I have the honour, &c. 

To the Relief Committee. J. Killaly. 



Sir, Ennis, July 28th, 1822. 

I feel it my duty to observe that some of the applications from this county, lately 
made to the Lord Lieutenant and referred to me, are from needy adventurers, who 
(incapable themselves) employ persons to frame such memorials as they think will 
induce his Excellency to place money at their disposal, uncontrolled by either the 
Baronial or Central Committees. Some of the applicants are little beyond the rank 
of common labourers. T . , . . 

1 have the honour, &c. 

Wni. Gregory, esq. J ' 

&c. &c. &c. 



” T ^ ir ’ . ; . Tipperary, August 9th, 1822. 

In addition to the several works which I had the honour of submitting to the 
Lord Lieutenant’s, consideration, with a view of affording employment to the poor, 
and conferring lasting advantages on the county of Clare, I am led, from my late 
tour through the barony of Moyarta, respectfully to draw his Excellency’s attention 
to another measure which would tend to increase those advantages, namely, the 
construction of a road about three miles in length, commencing at Kilfera, in the 
Q neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of Kilkca, and connecting with the road from Poolanisharry ferry to 
Loophead, near to the village of Cross. Independent of the employment which 
the labouring classes would derive from the execution of this work, it would prove 
highly serviceable to that part of the county, by opening a direct communication 
instead of the present circuitous route between Loophead, Kilkca, Ennis, &c. ; and 
also in facilitating the conveyance of sea sand and other manure, into a portion of 
the interior, now extremely difficult of access. This measure would be rendered 
still more perfect by making a short line of road from the main line, through the 
bogs, direct to Carrigaholt, and by a partial improvement of the quay, &c. at that 
that place, thereby enabling the people to forward their turf and corn with case and 
certainty to the markets of Kilrush, Limerick, &c. which, under present cir- 
cumstances, they are frequently unable to accomplish. 

The entire expense of the proposed works, including some minor matters, would 

not exceed 2,000 1 . , , 0 

I have the honour, &c. 

Win. Gregory, esq. J ' Killa l U- 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Ennis, 17th August 1822. 

The memorial of the noblemen and gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood of 
Clogheen, in the county of Tipperary, having been put in reference to me, by 
command of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, I availed myself of the earliest 
opportunity of visiting that town, for the purpose of ascertaining, by personal in- 
spection, how far the allegations contained in the said memorial, bore upon the 
present state of that country, and have much pleasure in communicating, for the 
information of his Excellency, that the well-timed aid afforded to this quarter by 
Government, by the London and Dublin Committees, and by private subscription, 
amounting in the whole but to 363 /. has removed all appearance of that want and 
misery complained of in the memorial. The forward state and great luxuriance of 
the harvest, at the saving of which the peasantry were then actively employed, held 
out the most flattering hopes to all, that the recurrence of famine or want in the 
ensuing season was not to be apprehended in this part of the county of Tipperary. 

I have the honour, &c. 

Will. Gregory, esq. j. Killaly. 

liC. &C. &C. 



• ® ir » Ennis, 16th August 1822. 

With respect to the memorial of certain inhabitants of the counties of Tipperary 
and Waterford, addressed to his Excellency the Marquis Wellesley, praying that 
improvements may be made in the navigation of the river Suir, between the towns 
of Clonmel and Carrick, for the purpose of giving employment to the distressed 
poor along the banks of that river. I take the liberty of respectfully stating, for 
the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that, in the summer of 1821, 
under the orders of the Directors-General of Inland Navigation, I surveyed the 
river Suir, from Clonmel to the deep water below the town of Carrick, with the 
view of ascertaining how far the navigation of that river could be improved, both 
with respect to the passage of the ordinary boats which trade to the town of Clonmel, 
and also by deepening the channel below Carrick, to enable sea-worthy vessels 
lesortmg to that town, to come alongside the quays and merchants stores. 

I he. river Sun- runs with great velocity between the before-mentioned towns, 
having a fall of 51 feet in a distance of but 10 i miles. In summer the waters arc 
very shallow, not sufficient to float a thirty ton lighter, with a cargo in her even of 
four tons j and m winter the current is so impetuous at many of the rapids, as to 
lequne the power of ten to fifteen horses to force a boat with from twenty to thirty 
tons up the stream. 

+1 C0S - ,° f ira P rov i n g this navigation in the most perfect manner, by uniting 
he rails, and constructing canals and locks in those situations, to avoid the rapids, 
with some minor works which would be necessary, I estimate at 1 7,600 l. ; but as 
the conservation of these works would always be attended with considerable expense, 
10m the number of mountain streams, loaded with alluvion, which empty them- 
selves into this river ; I find its improvement on this principle would not confer 
a eneht on the country in any degree commensurate with the expense ; and a still- 
wa er navigation along the Vale of this river is quite out of the question. 

I am 
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I am, however, of opinion, that a considerable improvement may be made in this 
navigation, merely by repairing, raising, and strengthening the present Weirs, con- 
structing some others, sinking the bed of the river in parts, and removing such rocks 
as now obstruct the boat passage. My estimate for those works, laid before the 
Directors General in September last, amounted to 2,700 1 . and I feel confident that 
benefits fully equal to this expenditure would be derived therefrom. The navigation 
of the river below the town of Carrick is obstructed by a ledge of rocks running 
across the entire channel, on which there are scarcely six inches of water in the ebb 
of tide. A plan had been suggested by the merchants for opening a channel 
through those rocks on the south side; but as quarrying under water, particularly 
in a tideway, is at best but a slow, precarious, and costly operation, I was induced 
to recommend the adoption of an inland cut, as being less expensive, quicker of 
execution, and attended with far greater certainty of success. I propose this cut to 
be three feet under the low water of ordinary spring tides, and of sufficient capacity 
to suit 
The 




at 1,200/. ltmayL- — , , 

lency, that the works of improvement suggested with respect to the Suir, between 
Clonmel and Carrick, can only be effected during the summer months, and in the 
absence of the flood water ; but the inland cut, for avoiding the ledge of rocks below 
the town of Carrick, may be carried on now or at any time of the year suited for 
working. J have t] ie honour, &c. 

J. Killaly. 

Win. Gregory, esq. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir Ennis, 20th August 1822. 

Having this day attended a meeting of the Central Committee of the county 
of Clare, for the purpose of ascertaining to what extent, and in what manner, 
the monies placed by me at their disposal had been expended ; and also with a view 
of learning how far the works put forward in consequence of these funds were in 
accordance with the commands of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, “ that of 
“ advancing the general interest of the country, in addition to the object of affording 
“ extensive employment to the labouring classes.” 

I regret to state, that although the Committee is formed out of the most respect- 
able of the resilient gentry of this county, both as to property and rank, still, owing 
to the great contrariety of opinions which they entertain as to the mode and situation 
in which the monies should be expended, no works worth naming have been executed 
within the last month, and but one, amounting only to 63 /• accounted for according 
to the forms which I felt it my duty to prescribe, in order to guard the public 
against abuse in the misapplication of the money intrusted to my charge. 

The coining in of an abundant harvest, at the saving of which for the last fortnight 
many labourers were naturally occupied, in a great measure rendered forced employ- 
ment unnecessary ; besides, the Committee even now hold a considerable balance 
unappropriated of the funds intrusted to them by the London Tavern and other 
charitable Committees, &c. 

The calamity which bore so heavily on this country for the last five months, so far 
as it relates to the peasantry, has happily ceased. Potatoes of excellent quality are 
now selling in the market of Ennis at so low a rate as from 1 \d. to 2 \d. per stone of 
14 lb. and new oats for 5 d. The wheat market, it is also apprehended, will open 
under 12 shillings per barrel. A breathing time, from these circumstances, is per- 
mitted to the Government to decide upon such of the projects submitted for public 
improvements, as may most conduce to the general advancement of the interest 
of the country. j j, avC the honour, &c. 

Win. Gregory, esq. Killaly. 

&c. &e. &c. 



Ennis, 22d August 1822. 

Mr. Killaly returns thanks to Mr. O’Brien for the Tulla accounts, which he 
received yesterday by Mr. O’Brien’s servant. 

With reference to Mr. Killaly’s communication to the Central Committee on 
Tuesday last, he is very apprehensive that the gentlemen of the county of Clare have 
permitted a favourable opportunity to pass, wherein much good might have been 
2 40. obtamed 
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N*Iir. obtained for their immediate neighbourhood, with very little more personal labour 

Mr. Killaly's than what they so creditably bestowed at an early period in the distribution of the 

Report on the charitable funds entrusted to their management;. 
v Cmlra l Dislri «- , Mr. Killaly takes the liberty of informing Mr. O’Brien, that his duty obliges him 
-- ~ ' to report to the Castle periodically, the disbursements that take place within each of 

the districts intrusted to his management ; and he is of opinion, that the supineness of 
some of the gentlemen of Clare, in not availing themselves of the monies placed bv 
him at their disposal during the prevalence of distress, coupled with the known abun 
dance of the harvest, which has for tile present removed all appearance of want mav 
induce his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to withhold further aid in this way and 
reserve the funds placed at his disposal for the carrying into execution those great 
national works which may be decided upon, for the general improvement of this county 
Lucius O’Brien, esq. 

Dromoland. 



Gentlemen, Ennis, 3 1st August 1822. 

With reference to my letter of the 16th ultimo, wherein I communicated that 
with the view of promoting tile benevolent intentions of the Government towards 
the distressed poor of the county of Clare, I proposed placing at the disposal of the 
Central Committee 600/. per week, to be expended according to their judgment and 
local knowledge, on labour, in the execution of such public works as were most 
likely to advance the interests of the country, and at the same time afford employ 
ment where distress amongst the working classes was most prevalent. It further 
became my duty in that letter to point out to the Committee the form under which 
1 required tile expenditure of this money to be accounted for ; this form I stated it 
was necessary to comply with before a second advance could be made. 

In my last interview with the Committee on the 20th instant, I informed them that 
but an one instance were those stipulations complied with, and up to this day the 
Whole expenditure accounted for does not exceed 200 1 . Under these circumstances 
I have to request that the balance lying in your hands unaccounted for, may be re- 
turned to me, as his Excel ency the Lord Lieutenant, for reasons he has been pleased 
to state, dnects that I shall forbear to sanction any works in the county of Clare not 
approved of by Government, and also to withdraw all further aid from such other 
works as may be now m progress. 

the Smht S e in t lT nlan r fl ’ 0m 't point out to the Trustees and to 

t e Committee, the expediency of their forbearing to apply any further portion of 

he G v nmient funds now remaining in their hands, until the 7 Government shall 
mXd to ™ of ““sHermg the different projects which have been sub- 

rj, ’ , , - , , . Ennis, September 2d, 1822. 

alien of If! E ‘1° hon ° ul ' du ™g my residence here, of submitting to the consider- 
2 ft Exc f enc J Ahe Lord Lieutenant, my opinion upon several projects putin 
Kencv .w'* m . thi ? dist ™t, which had been laid before his 
betorSTw h ™ W ofol ? tamm g hls sanction towards their execution; and 
y °7! e , n0W ab °?‘‘° aecMe on their relative merits, as to how far 
emnlovlnt t P \ e S ™ m mterests of tIle coun ‘ry. and by giving extensive 

cSE n t le “"“on of the working clasL ; from these 

cS ^Z!Zb eeni !- dUC !r’rt lth the of bringing those matters more 
umnoSl we t observation of Government, and of showing liow generally the 
K* 11 were distributed, to forward with this letter, a sketch of the county 
S^r t0fl, 7T y of p alw “y. on which I have marked in their relative 
e dZ „f 1 . estlmated SU1 " required for their execution, and 

the dates of my reports, in which their several merits are considered. 

GovernTe^f m le - C?nt cu '. cumsta ” c o s > *at but a limited sum will be allotted by 
render Si^Sv 5 ™ 8 ^ w ° rks ■“ ? ue ^ io n, and that their wish will he to 
liermir M it ™ rf dftll l s ®? ne y as generally beneficial as such allocation will 
“■eneri cnnilnvm™!!! I respectful ly to draw your attention to one of the schemes for 
& ^ ^ ■ P u t fbivvard m my report of the 8th July last, namely, a canal . 

toorluLfiobuiq imd tuns uh luoiijutnifl ImlJ,™ 
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from Poolanisharry harbour into Dunmore bogs towards the harbour of Dunbeg on N* III. 
the Atlantic, the expense of which I estimated at 29,900/. a sum so large, that Mr.Killal/s 
Government may not at this crisis consider it a wise measure to countenance ; under 

this impression, I take the liberty of suggesting as a substitute, the construction of y ' 

two small harbours or loading wharfs for turf, on the east and west sides of 
Poolanisharry harbour, and the perfection of three small lines of road, into the bogs 
already mentioned. The accomplishment of this measure, and the rendering passable 
the roads that have been .partially formed across the bogs, will produce immediate and 
important advantages to a district at present the most distressed in the county 
of Clare. 

The . expense of those works I estimate at 5,000/. 

Right hon. H. Goulburn, I have the honour, &c. 

&c. &c. &c. J. Killahj. 



Sir, Ennis, September 6th, 1822. 

With reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, I beg leave to state that 1 have 
paid prompt attention to the commands of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, with 
respect to the appropriation of the public monies at my disposal, and have also com- 
municated to the Trustees and Central Committee of this county his Excellency’s 
wishes, “ as to the expediency of their forbearing to apply any further portion of 
“ the government funds remaining in their hands, until the Government should have 
“ an opportunity of considering the different projects which have been submitted to 
“ them, and of deciding to what particular public work that balance might be applied 
“ with most advantage to the public interests.” 

This communication I made to the Trustees on the 30th ultimo, and on the 1st 
of this month I was favoured with a note from Mr. Keane, one of the Trustees, and 
their Treasurer, stating, ct that he had received my letter, and would submit to 
“ his brethren and the Central Committee, on the Tuesday following, the wishes 
“ of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, with respect to the application of the 
“ funds then in their possession,” which I understood from him in conversation 

was between 2,000/. and 3,000 /. T1 ,1 , c 

’ 1 have' the honour, &c. 

Right hon. H. Goulburn, 

&c. & c. &c. 



Sir, Ennis, September 15th, 1822. 

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 14th ultimo, signifying his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s desire that I should attend the Commissioners 
for the issue of money out of the Consolidated Fund as early as possible, on the 
subject of an application made by the Grand Canal Company, for a loan of money 
to extend the line of their canal. In reply I beg leave to inform you, that I yester- 
day returned from an inspection of the counties of Tipperary and Galway, on which 
duty I have been engaged since the 7th instant ; and as the works of the new road 
leading from this town to Kilrush are now in active progress, from 12 to 1,500 
men being daily employed thereon, I consider it would be of advantage to the 
public service, that I should devote the ensuing week in an examination of the works 
which have been executed during my absence in Galway and Tipperary, and also in 
givirtg such further directions to Messieurs Henry, Mullins, and Mac Mahon, as 
will enable them to continue unabated, during my stay in Dublin, that system of 
active and judicious management which has distinguished this undertaking since its 
commencement. In the hopes that arrangement will meet the approbation of his 
Excellency, I take the liberty of naming Thursday the 26‘th instant for my attendance 
on the Commissioners for the purpose stated in your letter. 

•Right hon. IT. Goulburn, I have the honour, &c. 

^ &c. &c. &c. J. Killaly. 



. Sir, Ennis, 16th September 1822. 

The object of my last visit to the county of Galway was for the purpose of ex- 
amining the works executed by the Loughrea District Committee out of the funds 
I had placed at their disposal, in obedience to the commands of his Excellency the 
Lpfd Lieutenant, with the view of alleviating, by affording employment, the distress 
which so generally prevailed throughout the southern, part of that county, during the 
2 ID- R months 
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months of June, July, and part of August, and also for the purpose of checking the 
accounts of their expenditure, by comparing it with the extent of the works performed. 
The sum I intrusted to the management of this Committee amounted to l ,330 1 . 9 s. 8 d. 
which, with ‘267 1. os. 6d. expended in the execution of presentments granted at the 
last spring assizes, comprises the whole of the government money laid out by me in 
the county of Galway. 

I have great pleasure in now communicating for the information of his Excellency, 
that the Committee, aided most efficiently by Major D’Arcy, chief magistrate, who 
acted as their Treasurer and Paymaster, appear to have done their duty most credit- 
ably, in the applotmcnt and expenditure of this money. The works executed all 
conduce to the public accommodation, and the poor, to whom employment and the 
means of obtaining food were thus so seasonably given, feel most grateful to the 
Government for the relief which it afforded. j hay0 tho ll0n0lJVj &c . 

Right hon. II. Goulburn, ./. Killaly 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Dublin, 1st October 1822. 

As the map which I had the honour of submitting to you on the 2d ultimo, does 
not show the several projects for which applications have been made in the county 
of Tipperary, &c., I am now induced to lay before you a sketch descriptive thereof, 
which, with the enclosed abstract, and a perusal of the Report therein referred to, 
will, 1 trust, enable his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to judge how far those works 
may be deserving of public aid. , )lave the honour> &c . 

Right hon. II. Goulburn, ,/. Killaly. 

&0. &C* &c. 



Sir, Dublin, 3d October 182*2* 

1 bug leave to acquaint you that numerous applications are now making for aid 
towards the construction and repairs of roads, bridges, &c. throughout the county of 
Clare, although the applicants are aware of the orders I have received from his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on that subject; I am induced therefore respect- 
fully to solicit your instructions as to the course I should pursue under those 

circumstances, and TT , ,10 

Have the honour to be, &c. 

Right hon. H. Goulburn, J. Killaly. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Ennis, 2 Stli October 1S22. 

In obedience to your instructions, I have perambulated the baronies of Bunratty 
and Tulla, in the county of Clare, with the view of ascertaining the practicability of 
opening a facile communication, by road, from the interior and extremes of that 
county, to the great annual markets for the sales of cattle and wool, held at the town 
of Ballinasloe, in the county of Galway. The broken state of the weather, and the 
miserable accommodation obtainable in the mountain districts of this county, rendered 
the performance of that duty both tedious and fatiguing. 

On the sketch, which I now beg leave to return, I have marked, for the informa- 
tion of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a practicable line of road, departing from 
the town of Ennis (in continuation, I may say, of that from the port of Kilrush), 
jiud running by the villages of Spanselhill, Tulla, and Eeacle, winds nearly midway 
through the glens of the Slieve-baughta mountains, to the eastward of Lough Graney, 
and enters the county of Galway, in the direction of Ballinasloe, about live miles 
south-west of Woodford. 

The central position of this line of road, so far as it relates to the county of 
Clare, were it executed as a public work of this nature .ought to be, would at once 
render it the parent trunk from which should spring those lateral branches necessary 
for perfecting the communications between the heart of the county and its extremities, 
the sea ports and market towns. These branches would also, by short extensions, 
open the trade of the city of Limerick to such parts of the county of Gal way as feel 
an interest in establishing a connection with that market. 

On the map I have shown such of these branches as appear to me most likely to 
jwlvauce the interests of the country, and that come within the meaning of your 
instructions. I have also, in laying out the lines referred to, adapted, so far ax cir- 

daitinA cumsfances 
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cumstances will permit, such parts of the existing roads as could, by a moderate N» IH. 



expenditure, be made available to the objects of the Government. Mr. KiUnly** 

1 . . ^ - Report on the 

The entire distance from the town of Ennis to the bounds of the county or Galway, central District. 

by the line 1 recommend, is 22 miles. '• 

From thence to a good road in the county of Galway, leading towards 
the town of Ballinasloe -5 



Total - - - 27 miles. 

Wanting of new road in the county of Clare, necessary for the per- 
fection of the above line -10 miles. 

Ditto, in the county of Galway 5 

Total of the new road - - - 15 



Which 1 estimate at •£* 9 > 000 

And for repairs on 1 2 miles of existing road - 600 

Total expense - - - £.g,6oo 



Looking upon Limerick as the natural market for the agricultural produce of the 
baronies of Bunratty and Tulla, I have projected two lateral roads from the main 
trunk to unite with that city. The first, 16 miles in length, starts from the village 
of Spanselhili, and passes through Quin and Six-mile Bridge ; fourteen miles of this 
road are situate in the barony of Bunratty, the remaining two miles in Tulla. By 
continuing this road from Spanselhili for about two miles to the north-west, a favour- 
able junction can be effected with the Gort road, which would shorten the distance 
between Limerick and that town two miles, besides avoiding all the hills. To per- 
fect those improvements, there would only be required four miles of new road, the 
expense of which I estimate at 2,000 /. The second lateral branch, 1 3 miles in 
length, departs from the main trunk near Fort Anne, about 2 5- miles north-east qf 
Tulla, and passes through Callaghan’s Mills and Broadford. Nine miles of this 
off-branch are in the lower half barony of Tulla, the remainder in the barony of 
Bunratty ; four miles of new road would be necessary to perfect this line, a,t an ex- 
pense of about 2,200/., the entire of which would be expended in a very distressed- 
part of the barony of Tulla. If to so extended a system for the benefiting of -those 
baronies were added the re-establishment of the bridge of Kill aloe, and an amend- 
ment made in the road leading from thence to Ennis by Broadford, it would greatly 
enhance those advantages, and much facilitate the intercourse necessary between this 
county and the county of Tipperary. 

His Excellency will perceive, on reference to the sketch, that the proposed im- 
provements which I have marked on the road leading from Gort, by Spanselhili, 
Quin, and Six-mile Bridge, to Limerick, which can be accomplished at an expense of 
2,000 1. will do away the necessity for the proposed road over Scalpnagowan moun- 
tain, suggested by Lord Gort, a work that could not be executed under an expen- 
diture of 10,000/. at -least; besides, the improvements on the Quin road render 
unnecessary the alterations prayed for by the memorial of Messieurs Browne, Blood, 
Hogan, and others, in the road leading from O’Brien’s Castle, by Clooney, to Six- 
mile Bridge, seven-eighths of which are in the barony of Bunratty ; however, if 
a portion of this latter road were made from O’Brien’s Castle to Clooney,, it would 
save much of the present circuity between those points. 

The general measures herein adverted to, if carried into operation, in conjunction 
with the other matters which I had the honour of submitting to the consideration of 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, would go a great length towards establishing on 
a sure basis the happiness and prosperity of this country. The execution of these 
projects would afford universal employment to the working classes, the want of which 
is now the fruitful source of all their evil. The money expended would comparatively 
enrich them, the obtainment of which could only be purchased by labour and im- 
proved habits of industry. The attention paid to their interests on the works now in 
progress, on which such large bodies of the peasantry are, and have been employed, 
manifest even to the most ignorant of them, that the object solicitously looked for by 
the Government, is -the amelioration of the wretched station they hold in sooiety. 
Their peaceable-demeanour and obedient conduct since the commencement of the 

13*40. Kilnish 
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Kilrush road, I trust will prove most favourably how possible it is, by reason and 
conviction, to subject the minds even of these uninformed and miserable people, to 
(hose regulations which have become necessary for the well-being and preservation 
of civil society. I have the honour, &c. 

Right lion. H. Goulburn, J. Killalv. 

&c. &c. -&c. 



Sir, _ Ennis, November i />th, 1822. 

The works of the Kilrush road have so far progressed, that but a very limited 
number of labourers can now lie employed, with advantage to the public, in their 
prosecution, more particularly at this period of the year, rendered doubly unsuited 
to tbe carrying on of public undertakings, by the extreme wetness of the season. 

I have therefore felt it my duty to direct the undertakers. Messieurs Henry, Mul- 
lins, and Mac Mahon, to reduce their establishments, and coniine the workings during 
the winter to the quarries, to keeping open the taps and water-courses in the hogs and 
swamps, and to the preservation of such parts of the road as have been covered with 
gravel and broken stones, by the filling in of the ruts, and otherwise keeping it in 
order. These works cannot possibly afford employment to more than from 300 to 
400 men. The dismissal, therefore, of between 2,000 and 3,000 labourers will, 
I am apprehensive, he most severely felt by the many unfortunate beings who are 
destitute of any stock of provisions, and who have hitherto been enabled to purchase 
food, &c. with the wages they received on the works of this road. The reduction, 
notwithstanding, becomes inevitable, keeping in view the necessity which I fee! 
exists for having the works that have been put forward under my management, 
executed for a fair value. 

The estimates I had the honour of submitting to the Government for these works 
were calculated on economical principles, still holding, as a primary consideration, 
the necessity of constructing them permanently. Should they therefore not be 
conducted with due attention to economy, my estimates would only tend to mislead 
the Government, and either induce them to expend more money on particular pro- 
jects than was first intended, or leave them, like too many of our public undertakings, 
incomplete. 

It is my present intention to devote the remainder of this month to putting my 
accounts of expenditure upon presentments, &c. &c. 011 this and the remainder of 
my district into a state for being audited ; after which I should beg leave, if it 
meets the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, to withdraw from this country for 
the winter, still holding myself in constant readiness to attend to any of his Excel- 
lency s wishes respecting it. In the spring, when distress is more likely to be pre- 
valent, I shall have much pleasure in returning, (should it be his Excellency’s 
desire) to carry into operation those other public works, which the Govern- 
ment may deem necessary to put forward for the purpose of affording em- 
ployment to the labouring poor, or for the general improvement of this comity. 
1 nave not as yet received the monies I advanced on account of presentments in 
of Galway and Tipperary; and but 208/. 15*'. 6 d. of the balance, 
reqiaimng m the hands of Mr. Keane, as Treasurer to the Central Committee,, has 
to me. I have therefore to pray, that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
win be pleased to order a further sum of 2,000 l. to be lodged to my credit in the 
Dank 01 Ireland, for the purpose of meeting the expenditure on the Kilrush road, 
and also the daily claims making for amount of presentments, some of which were, 
executed previous to my appointment ; some completed since that period, without 
any money being called for on account, and others still in progress. 



Right hon. H. Goulburn, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have the honour, &c. 

Killaly . 



1 , . c ,, . , . Ennis, 30th November 1822. 

nf M y v ° f th V 3d ultllno > 1 stated the balance remaining in the hands 
1 Keane ’ , aS Treasurer to the Central Committee of this county, at 

l2 *;, 10 "' . nce that period he has paid into my hands, for the public 

Still dJe to Goranment* paymentS ’ 400 1 L Iea ™S tllG ° f 95 ° 1 12s - 10 d ' 

inmdr'v K , s ‘ 4 vonc y ts considered ample by those persons from whom I made 
mquiiy, (an obedience to your instructions) but, like most of the other inhabitants of 

(Sift, 
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Clare, lie lias not money at command. He holds the extensive agencies of the N J m. 
Marquis Conyngham, Colonel Burton, and Mr. Westby, in this county, and bears Mr. Killal/*' 
among the tenantry a character of much liberality; and also stands well (I am told ; Hcport on the 
with his employers. The Collector of Excise, Colonel Vandeleur, and the |)ls,rlc 

Treasurer of the county, Mr. Giles Daxon, as a proof of the perfect confidence ' 
they entertain of the stability of Mr. Keane’s credit, are both ready to accept for 
him at a moderate date. 1 should therefore (fearing cash payments may not he 
convenient to him for some time) beg leave respectfully to suggest the propriety of 
taking his bills on those gentlemen, at three and four months, by which the Govern- 
ment would be secured, and a respectable individual importantly served. 

I have the honour, &e. 

Bight lion. H. Goulburn, ./. Killal). 

&C.&C.&C. 



Sir, Tullamore, December 27th, 1822. 

In obedience to the Lord Lieutenant’s desire, I have examined the new line of 
road now carrying on under the provisions of the Act of 1 st Geo. 1 V. between Abbey- 
leix, in the Queen’s County, and Leighlin Bridge, in the county of Carlow, the 
estimate for which amounted to 1,820/. gs. 10 d. and I have the honour to report, 
for his Excellency’s information, that the works are executing in a good and sub* 
stantial manner, and that vouchers, properly attested, have been laid before 
me, by which it appears that the applicants have actually expended the sum 
of 1 ,o6‘8 1 . 1 2 ,v. 5 ^ (/. in carrying on said works. 

I have the honour See. 

Right lion. H. Goulburn. ,/. Killal 'g. 

See. Sec. See. 



Sir, Tullamore, December 28th, 1822. 

In obedience to the Lord Lieutenant’s desire, expressed in your letter of the 1 4th 
instant, I have. inspected the proposed continuation of the road' from Abbeyleix to 
Leighlin Bridge, sought for in the memorial of Sir Henry Parnell, Colonel Roch- 
fort, Mr. Cosby, and others, and beg leave to report, for his Excellency’s information, 
that the proposed measure appears to be highly desirable, and, if carried into effect, 
will (in my judgment), stamp a value on the road at present under execution that 
it cannot otherwise possess ; the old road which it now connects with at Clogrennan, 
being, from its extreme steepness, in a great degree impassable. Among the 
numerous advantages likely to result from the completion of the new road and its 
proposed extension, may be reckoned the direct and easy communication .it will open 
between the limestone country and the heart of the Leinster coal district; the 
facilities it will afford for the carriage of culm to the pebble lime quarries in the 
counties of. Carlow and Wexford, and the conveyance of lime to the high lands 
westward of Clogrennan, besides the strong inducements it will hold out for a more 
extended working of the coal mines in its neighbourhood, which, from the exhausted 
state of the Lordship and Newtown collieries, is a matter of first rate consideration ; 
for, unless a continuance of employment is afforded in that district, a numerous and 
hitherto well conducted population will be exposed to the extreme of want and 
misery. 

The length of the proposed extension is 505 perches, and the probable expense 
of its execution about 800/. 



Right lion. H. Goulburn, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have the honour, &c. 

J. Killaly. 



•i.ldiiq/u! 

V o r x :■ 



sharo 1 ffl 
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CenErastrict. An ACCOUNT of sundry Sums of Money expended in tlie Payment of Presentments, 

^ „ •> ttle Comity of Clare, granted at the last Spring Assises ; and also, an Account of the 

Sums advanced to the Central Committee, and to sundry Individuals in said County, for 
the carrying on of Public Works, with the view of alleviating the Distresses of the 
Poor, through the medium of Employment. 



PRESENTMENTS ON THE COUNTY AT LARGE. 



N“ of 

Presentment. 


OVERSEERS. 








Amount 

of Presentment. 


Amount paid. 




James Costoly - 










£. s. 

*[ 9 0 


d. 

6 


£. s. d. 
9 6 6 


2. 


John Whelan 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 9 


8 


1° 9 8 


3- 


Charles Studdert 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 14 


1 


10 14 1 


4- 


Tliaddy Rouen - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


16 10 


- 


16 10 - 


5- 


Butt Ferney 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 18 


- 


3 18 - 


C. 


Michael M'Mahon 


- 


- 


- 


- 


13 7 


- 


13 7 - 


7- 


Andrew Clancy - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


37 1 


8 


37 1 8 


8. 


James Paine 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ifl 19 


6 


— 


9- 


Pat. Crowe 


- 


- 


- 


- 


12 3 


10 


12 3 10 


10. 


Daniel Carroll - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


31 16 


8 


31 18 8 


li. 


John Organ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 9 


6 


5 9 6 


12. 


Thomas Hogan - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 9 


6 


0 9 6 


13- 


William Luoney 


- 


- 


- 


- 


ifi 19 


6 


16 19 6 


14- 


Thady Cotter 


. - 


- 


- 


- 


26 11 


8 


26 11 8 


15- 


Michael Hehir - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


8 2 


- 


8 2 - 


16. 


Charles Gallaker 


- 


- 


- 


- 


21 6 


8 


21 6 8 


1 7- 


Michael Cleary - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 12 


4 


10 12 4 


19- 


Michael Talty - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


5 14 


9 


5 14 9 


20. 


CharleB Doherty 


- 


- 


- 


- 


31 16 


8 


31 16 8 


21. 


Cornelius Killeen 


- 


- 


- 


- 


16 19 


6 


15 19 6 


22. 


Michael Talty - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 14 


6. 


10 14 6 


*3- 


Patrick O'Brien - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 14 


6 


10 14 6 


24. 


Pat. Molony 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 14 


6 


10 14 6 


25. 


Anthony Dwyer 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 14 


6 


10 14 6 


26. 


John Bellet 


- 


_ 


- 


_ 


10 9 


3 


— 


27. 


D. J. Wilson 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


50 12 


10 


50 12 10 


.28, 


Cornelius 0' Callaghan 


- 


- 


- 


- 


12 16 


6 


12 16 6 


29. 


Con* Tuohey 


- 


- 


- 


- 


6 3 


4 

1 


634 


30. 


John Whelan 


- 


- 


_ 


_ 







3i- 


George M'Donnell 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


3 7 


6 


3 7 6 


32. 


Hugh Brady 


- 


- 


- 


- 


20 16 


. 7 


20 16 7 


33- 


James Drony 


- 


- 


- 


. 


6 6 


1 


__ 


34- 


James 'Drony 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


6 6 


1 





35- 


Daniel Rogers - 


- 


- 


_ 


- 


10 4 


_ 


10 4 - 


36. 


Cornelius O’Callaghan 


- 


- 


- 


. 


10 14 


6 


10 14 6 


37- 


George O’Callaghan - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


15 14 


3 


15 14 3 






Total 


- 


- £ 


540 19 


-i* 


465 17 - 



^ ] Written , in the MS. Copy, in red ink. 
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N“ of 

Presentment. 


OA^ERSEERS. 


Amount 
of Presentment. 


Amount paid. 




Barony of Bunratty : 


£. s. d 


£. s. d. 


3 - 


Pat. Brennan - - - 


*[48 8 - 


48 9 - 


4 - 


Michael Collins ------ 


31 16 8 


31 16 8 


6. 


John Halloran ------ 


26 11 8 


26 11 8 


7 - 


Pat. Halloran ------ 


26 11 8 


26 11 8 


8. 


Mort. Tierney ------ 


15 19 6 


1519 


9 - 


Denis Brady ------ 


19 s 6 


19 2 S 


11. 


Michael Reilly ------ 


38 1 8 


38 2 8 


12. 


William Rouen ------ 


31 16 8 


31 16 8 


13 - 


Edmond Healy ------ 


22 7 8 


22 7 8 


14. 


James Moylan ------ 


37 1 8 


37 > 8 


15 - 


Thomas Heffernane - 


oc 

CO 


31 16 8 


16. 


Pat. Costoly - ----- 


34 >9 8 


34 >9 8 


* 7 - 


Dennis Meere ------ 


44-8 


44-8 


18. 


Pat. Consadine ------ 


24 4 5 


24 4 5 


20. 


Charles Studdert ----- 


42 17 2 


42 17 2 


21. 


Mort. Tierney ------ 


31 lC - 


31 16 - 


22. 


Denis Hallinan - 


21-3 


21 - 3 


23 * 


John Whelan ------ 


31 2 6 


31 2 6 


24. 


Pat. Quin ------ 


47 1 2 


47 1 2 


25. 


J. Colpoys ------ 


102 16 4 


102 16 4 


26. 


John Halloran ------ 


39 5 9 


— 


27. 


Daniel Neville ------ 


20 1 4 


20 1 4 


28. 


Daniel Neville ------ 


31 - 11 


3 iG 4 


29. 


John Concannon ----- 


40 911 


— 


30 . 


Thomas Hastings ----- 


79 3 10 


79 3 10 




Total - - - £. 


919 16 3]* 


812 16 - 



Barony of Ibrickane: 

Daniel Markham [2.1 - 3]* 21 - 3 



1. 


Barony of Clonderalaw : 
James Kelly ------ 


*[26 11 8 


26 11 8 


2. 


Michael O’Dea ------ 


26 11 8 


26 11 8 




John Curtin ------ 


26 11 8 


26 11 8 


6. 


Michael Spillacy ----- 


29 4 2 


29 4 2 


7 - 


Daniel Mulvihill 


42 6 8 


42 6 8 


9 - 


John Hassett - - - - 


23 19 2 


23 19 2 


io- 


Pat. M'Mahon ------ 


42 6 8 


42 6: 8 


12. 


Conner Mangane ----- 


31 is 8 


31 16 8 


] 3 - 


Simon Maliony ------ 


36 13 3 


36 13 3 


14. 


Pat. Traly ------ 


21 - 3 


21-3 


15. 


John Moran ------ 


18 12 - 


— . 


16. 


Daniel Shea ------ 


20 19 3 


20 19 3 


17- 


Philip Brown ------ 


"3 16 3 


>8 15 3 


18. 


William Knipht ----- 


18 1 6 


18 1 6 


19- 


Tim M'Mahon ------ 


28 15 5 


U 94 


20. 


Thady Brew ------- 


19 2 6 


19 2 6 




Total - - - £. 


429 7 9 ]* 


39 ^ 9 8 
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*[. 



] 



Written, in the MS. Copy, in red ink. 



( continued) 
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N° of 

Mr. Killalvs Presentment. 


OV KRS E JiRb. 


Amount 
of Presentment. 


Amount paid. 


Central District. 

1 . 


Barony of Moyarta: 

John Lynch 


£. s. </. 

16 8 


£• S. ,1 

r> 2 16 8 




Thomas Kane ------ 


33 2 1 1 


33 3 11 




Put. Considine ------ 


52 1 1 5 


52 1 1 5 




James Healy ------ 


2 1 4 (i 


21 4 6 




James M'Inirhanv 


21 () 8 


21 6 8 




James Kelly ------ 


40 2 1 0 


40 2 10 


8. 


Tim Kennedy ------ 


31 CO - 


31 1,0 - 


9 - 


Tim Cahill ------ 


34 9 2 


34 9 2 


10. 


Michael Brew ------ 


12 3 10 


• 2 310 


11. 


Thomas Kane ------ 


33 2 1 1 


33 2 1 1 


J 3 - 


Thomas M'lnirhany 


31 16 8 


31 16 8 


14. 


James Fitzgerald ----- 


21 - 3 


21 - 3 


15 - 


Michael Brew ------ 


25 13 10 


16. 


Michael Brew 


20 in 10 





18. 


Pat. Marinan 


3 1 1 (> 8 


31 16 8 


19 - 


John Duggan ------ 


31 4 - 


31 4 - 


21. 


Dennis O’Brien ----- 


33 6 - 


33 <> - 


22. 


James Russell ------ 


13 1 5 8 


13 15. 8 


24. 


James Fitzgerald - 


31 - 3 


21-3 


25. 


James O’Dea ------ 


41 r } .3 


4158 


26. 


James Cox ______ 


fio 4 2 


— 




Patrick Cleary ------ 


52 1 0 4 


,02 10 4 


28. 


Pat. Williams 


34 9 2 


34 9 2 


2 9 - 


John Hanlahan ------ 


21 3 4 


21 3 4 




Total - - - £. 


762 12 9]* 


G66 3 1 1 



i3- 

H- 

15 - 

16. 

* 7 - 

18. 

* 9 - 



2 3/ 

24, 

2 5 - 

26; 

2 7 - 

28. 

J 9- 

3o< 

3i. 

32- 



Barony of Corcomroe: 



Cornelius O’Brien 
John Quealy 
Darby Glynn 
Francis Daly 
James Flanigan - 
John Kennedy - 
Pat. Nestor 
John Flanagan - 
Pat. Mulqumy - 
Martin Foley 
Anthony Howard 
John Connel 
Michael Kennedy 
James Maranan - 
Joseph Lysaght 
John Fitzgerald 
Pat. Fraly 
John Fitzgerald - 
Pat. Danaher 
Daniel O'Keefe - 
Aug. Slattery - 
James Considine 
Thomas Flanagan 
H. B. Brew 
Patrick Horan - 
Thomas Walsh - 
James Considine 
H. B. BreW 
D'Arcy O’Brien 
Andrew Clancy 
Michael Morony 
JameB Quealy 



- 


- 


- 


- 


*[12 


1 1 


3 




— 




- 


- 


- 


- 


34 


HI 


8 


34 


19 


8 


- 




- 


- 


20 


(3 


1 


20 


6 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 


10 


8 


10 


10 


8 


- 


- 




- 


21 


- 


3 


21 


- 


3 


- 


- 


r 


- 


21 


- 


3 


21 


■ - 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


20 


1 


4 


20 


1 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 i 


16 


8 


31 


it) 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


13 


7 

16 


- 


13 


7 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 i 


8 


31 


16 


8 


- 




- 


- 


16 


9 


- 


l6 


9 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


10 


H 


6 


10 


H 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


23 


8 


8 


23 


8 


8 


- 


- 




- 


21 


6 


8 


21 


6 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


20 


16 


- 


20 


16 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


24 


9 


8 


24 


9 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


21 


4 


6 


21 


4 


6 


- 




- 


- 


25 


10 


8 


2 5 


10 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


13 


7 


- 


13 


7 


- 




- 


- 


- 


18 


14 


1 


18 


14 


1 


■ 


- 


- 




21 


- 


8 ! 


21 


- 


8 


“ 


- 


- 


- 


«3 


12 


8 




— 




■ 


- 


- 


- J 


21 


- 


8 


21 


- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


47 


11 


8 1 




— 




- 


- 


- 


- 


31 


16 


8 


31 


16 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


33 


18 


8 


■ 33 


18 


8 




- 


- 


- 


19 


18 


3 


l 9 


18 


3 , 


■ 


- 


- 


- 


47 


11 


8 




— 


8 


■ 


- 


- 


- 


29 


H 


8 I 


29 


H 


- 


- 




- 


20 


16 


— 


20 


16 


— . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


33 


18 


8 


33 


18 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


H 


18 


6 




. — 
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PUBLIC WORKS FOR EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR. 



OVERSEERS. 



Barony or G'orcom 
Thomas Conelly 
James O’Gorman 
John M'Namara 
Thomas Scott - 
William Devitt - 
Pat. Donahue - 
James Quealy - 
Michael Malone 
Hugh Kildea 
John Kerin 
John Malquiny - 
John Lysaght - 
James Quealy - 
James Quealy - 
Edmond Roche - 
Andrew Clancy - 



rok — continued . 





Amount 

of Presentment. 


Amount paid. 


l 


£. s 


:. d. 


£. .v. d. 


- 


14 18 6 


14 18 G 


- 


10 14 6 


10 14 g 


• 


20 15 8 


29 15 8 


• 


10 14 6 


10 14 6 


- 


13 13 8 


13 13 8 


- 


26 1 


1 8 


26 11 8 




22 10 10 


22 10 10 


- 


21 6 8 


31 G 8 


: 


25 4 5 
33 8 2 
39 14 2 


25 4 5 


■ 


3o 5 2 


30 r, 3 


' 


17 710 


17 7 10 


' 


12-9 


12-9 


- 


31 - 8 


21-8 


■ 


918 


9 1 8 


£. 


1,097 18 2]* 


878 10 1 




Barony of Inchiquin: 



3 - 

4 - 

5 - 



9 - 

10 . 



Pat. Droney 
Pat. Hourahan - 
Edmond Barry - 
Pat. Mahan 
Conner Moran - 
Thomas Fitzgibbon - 
Conner Moran - 
Martin Haverty 
Francis Egan 
Pat. Guttry 
John Tuttle 
Pat. Reddan 
John Organ 
Patrick Tuttle - 
James Burke 
Hugh M‘Mahon 
John Russell 
James Cullinan - 
Patrick Dugan - 
Daniel O’Dea 
Laurence Barry - 
Laurence O’Loughlin 
John Connane - 
Andrew Carr 
Michael M'Namara - 
Thomas Bourke 
Mort. Tierney - 
Michael Shannon 
Michael Considine 
Pat. Liddy 
Thomas Ilogan - 
Michael Foley • - 
Thomas Fitzgibbon - 
Thomas Fitzgibbon - 



H 8\ 




Total - 



. 


_ 


*[29 G 


4 


29 6 


4 


■ 


■ 


29 14 


8 


29 14 


8 


*• 


- 


39 3 


8 


39 3 


8 


- 


- 


23 8 


8 


23 8 


8 


- 


- 


l8 12 


- 


l8 12 




- 


- 


38 2 


8 


38 1 


8 


- 


- 


31 18 


8 


31 16 


8 


■ 


- 


23 19 


2 


23 19 


2 


- 


- 


l8 12 


- 


l8 12 


_ 


- 


- 


12 - 


9 


. 




- 


- 


25 10 


8 


25 10 


8 


- 


- 


31 16 


8 


31 16, 


8 


- 


- 


21 6 


8 


21 6 


8 


- 


- 


17 - 


6 


17 - 


6 


- 




34 9 


2 


34 9 


2 


- 


- 


31 16 


8 


31 is 


8 


- 


- 


21 6 


8 


21 6 


8 


- 


- 


27 17 


11 


27 17 


11 


- 


- 


10 1 


10 


10 1 


10 


- 


- 


32 3 


- 


22 4 


6 


- 


- 


21 G 


8 


21 6 


8 


- 


- 


16 11 


- 


16 11 




- 


- 


33 18 


8 


33 18 


8 


- 


- 


9 - 


10 


5 8 


_ 


- 


- 


21 6 


8 


21 6 


8 


- 


- 


21 6 


8 


21 6 


8 


- 


- 


18 4 


1 


18 4 


1 


- 


- 


J 7 - 


6 


17 - 


6 


- 


- 


34 11 


3 


34 11 


3 


- 


- 


13 17 


6 


13 17 


G 


- 


- 


21 - 


11 


21 - 


11 


- 


- 


21 4 


6 


21 4 


6 


- 


- 


10 14 


6 


10 14 


6 


" 


" 


10 14 


6 


10 14 


6 


- - 


£. 


789 4 


7]* 


763 12 


6 






Written , in the MS. Copy, in red inlc. 
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reports to 


fcMII. N ” of 


OVER 


.. Presentment. 

Mr. Killaly s 




Report on the 




Central District- 


Barony 


'' ^ l. 


Patrick Sexton - 


2. 


Jeremiah Connellan 


3 - 


James Cuddihy - 


4 - 


John Lillis 




John Curtin 


6. 


Patrick Murphy 


7 - 


Stephen Roughan 


8. 


Stephen Roughan 


9 - 


Patrick Daffy - 


10. 


Patrick Traley - 


11. 


Patrick Kelly - 


12. 


Patrick Kelly - 


13 - 


Michael Kenny - 


14. 


John Roughan - 


15 - 


John Lillis 


16. 


Stephen Roughan 


17. 


Daniel M'Mahon 


18. 


Pat. Reddan 


19 - 


Michael Hynes - 


20. 


John Kane 


21. 


Patrick Traly - 


22. 


Stephen Roughan 


23 - 


Darby Hehir 


24. 


Michael Hynes - 


25. 


Patrick Reddan 


26. 


John Roche 


27. 


Edmond Murphy 


28. 


Lott Markham - 


29. 


Martin Hehir 


30 - 


Patrick Traly 


31. 


William Richer - 


32. 


Thomas Freeman 


33 - 


John Kean 


34 - 


Francis Meany - 


35 - 


John Lillis 


3 6 - 


Pat. Ready 


37 - 


Thomas Lucas - 


38. 


Thomas Lucas - 


39 - 


John Roche 


40. 


Patrick Sexton - 


41. 


Laurence Quinlivan 


42. 


Michael Kinnane 


43 - 


Stephen Roughan 



REPORTS TO THE IRISH GOVERNMENT, ON 



Amount 

of Presentment. 


Amount paid. 


£. 


s. 


<i. 


£. s. d. 


*[ 3 l 


16 


8 


31 16 8 


l8 


13 


- 


18 13 - 


43 


13 


G 


43 13 6 


15 


19 


G 


16 19 8 


14 


1 


8 


14 1 8 


8 


12 


G 


8 12 (5 


1 rj 


19 


6 


>5 19 6 


8 


4 


- 


8 4 - 


l 7 


- 


G 


17 - 6 


2(5 


1 1 


8 


26 11 8 


26 


1 1 


8 


26 u 8 


15 


19 


G 


16 19 8 


36 


13 


5 


36 13 6 


21 


9 


9 


— 




7 


G 


IS ! ! 


7 


1 1 


6 


711 6 


42 


(5 


8 


42 6 8 


4(5 


14 


1 1 


46 14 11 


14 


- 


3 


— 


25 


10 


8 


25 10 8 


15 


19 


G 


15 ID 6 


9 


1 


1 


9 1 1 


2(5 


11 


8 


26 11 8 


10 


2 




10 2 5 


18 


9 


10 


18 9 10 


42 


(5 


8 


42 6 8 


35 


15 


5 


35 15 5 


20 


14 


- 


20 14 - 


30 


1 1 


5 


3 ° i‘ 5 


21 


- 


3 


21-3 


20 


G 


2 


20 6 2 


23 


19 


2 


23 19 2 


1 1 


lG 


- 


11 16 - 


15 


9 


- 


15 9 - 


45 


9 


— 


45 9 - 


26 


1 1 


8 


26 11 8 


21 


G 


8 


2168 


21 


6 


8 


21 6 8 




iG 


2 


41 16 2 


. 42 


G 


8 


42 6 8 


25 


2 


8 


— 




18 


— 


— • 


6 


10 


G 


6106 


1,011 


9 


7 l* 


934 18 11 



Barony of Tulla : 



Bat. Rogers 
George O’Callaghan - 
Robert Westropp 
Cornelius O’Callaghan 
Thomas M'Namara - 
David I. Wilson 
James Quinlivan 
Robert Westropp 
Pat. Halloran 
Benjamin Gore - 
Patrick Kelly - 
Daniel Molony - 
John Callaghan - 



*[15 19 6 
27 7 5 

31 16 8 
21 6 8 

26 11 8 
44 2 4 



* t ] Written, in the MS, Copy , in red ink. 
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PUBLIC WORKS POR EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR. 



N° of 

’resentment. 


OVERSEERS. 


Amount 
of Presentment. 


Amount paid. 




Barony of Tui.la — contmued . 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d . 




Michael Flaherty 


*[21 - 3 


21-3 




John Whelan ------ 


21 17 2 


— 




Denis Slattery - 


15 19 6 


15 19 8 




Patrick Costoly 


40-6 


40-5 


2(j. 


John Bourke ------ 


37 1 8 


37 1 8 




John Crowe ------ 


37 1 8 


37 1 8 




Thomas Buckley ----- 


>5 19 8 


15 19 6 




Jeremiah Ryan ------ 


35 4 11 


35 4 11 


33 - 


James Droney ------ 


38 2 8 


— 




James Droney - - - 


29 4 2 






Thomas Bourke ----- 


26 11 8 






Patrick Leyden 


60 14 8 




37 - 


Thady Hynes 


59 2 8 
15 6 4 


16 8 4 


38. 


William Butler - 




Patrick Ilalloran ----- 


15 7 7 


15 7 7 




Cornelius O’Callaghan - - - - 


19 2 8 


19 2 8 




Roger Hayes ------ 


31 16 8 


31 16 8 


42. 


John Whelan ------ 

Mat. Liddy ----- 


20 14 - 

23 8 8 


23 8 8 

15 19 6 




Cornelius O’Callaghan - 


15 *9 6 




Thady Hynes ------ 


2146 




48. 


Henry Bingham ----- 


21-3 




49 - 


Hugh Brady - 

Michael Kerwick - - - - 


26 11 8 


26 1 1 8 




John O’Callaghan ----- 


35 12 4 


35 12 4 
10 14 6 




Thomas Studdert, ----- 


10 14 6 




Patrick Goeld ------ 


38 9 - 


38 9 - 


64 - 


John Molony ----- 


20 14 - 






Total - - - £• 


1,055 6 n ]* 


870 15 11 



N # III. 

Mr. Killaly’a 
Report on the 
Central District. 



[ ] Written, in the MS. Copy, in retl ink. 



ABSTRACT OF THE FOREGOING ACCOUNT. 



Amount of Presentments 

Amount paid ----- 


. 


£. s. 
6,627 15 

5.807 4 


d. 

3 

3 


Balance unpaid - 


- - £. 


820 11 


- 



ACCOUNT of Sums paid to tlie Central Committee, and to sundry Individuals towards 
the repairing and improving of Roads, &c. 



TO WHOM PAID. 



To Robert Keane esq. Treasurer to the Central Com- 
mittee, for the carrying on of Public Works throughout the 
county - - - - *■ ■ “ “ “ “ 

To Bindon Blood, esq. for the repairs and improvement of the 
road from Ennis to Spansel-hill, in the barony of Bunratty 
To John Singleton, esq. for the repairs and improvement of the 
road from Ennis to Quin, in the barony of Bunratty - - 

To Mr. Andrew Keerin, for excavating a channel, chiefly 
through quarry, for the purpose of lowering the waters of 
Ballyally Lake, in order to prevent the adjoining lands from 
being flooded, in the barony of Islands - 



Amount. 



£. s. d. 

,188 18 2 
50 - ~ 
60 - - 



61 16 5 
( continued) 
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75 REPORTS TO THE IRISH GOVERNMENT, ON 



N»or 

Voucher. 


TO WHOM PAID. 


A mourn . 


5 - 


To Burton Bindon, esq. for lowering the road across the hill 


£■ «. ,i 


6. 


of Cloony, in the barony of Bunratty - 

To the Rev. W. H. Stacpoole and Thomas Fitzgibbon, for 
lowering the road over the hill of Drumcarrane, ’ and 


12 - _ 


7 - 


gravelling the same, in the barony of Inchiquin 
To Charles Dogherty, for building protecting walls to the 
bridge of Caheraraine or Drumscallagh, in the barony of 
Ibrickane - 


20 - - 
3-8 


8. 


To James M'Namara, for the repairs of roads in Cra«>roe &c 




in the barony of Tulla - - - - _ ° _ 


*2 5 3 


9 - 


To David Vaughan, for removing obstructions out of the river 
at Aughadevreen bridge, in the parish of Feaclc and barony 
of Tulla, in order to prevent said bridge from being de- 
stroyed in time of flood - 171 


10. 


To Mr. Daniel Mulvihill and Michael Quin, for repairing the 
road across the hill of Durragh, in the barony of Islands - 
To the Rev. Mr. Murphy, for repairs and improvement of 
roads, at and near Corofm, in the barony of Inchiquin 
To his Grace the Duke of Buckingham, for repairs and im- 




n. 


7 10 - 






provement of roads in the barony of Bunin 


s 3 15 - 




Total - - - £. 


1,506 9 6 



Detailed Accounts of the foregoing disbursements accompany this. 



ACCOUNT of Sums paid to Messrs. Henry, Mullins, and M'Mahon.forcarrvinir on the 
K?rSh.° f * e " e R ° ad ’ leadme: from the Towl > of Ennis to tL Wt of 



DATE OF PAYMENT. 



822. August 


27 - 


September 4 - 


__ 


7 - 

8 - 


— 


14- 


— 


18- 


— 


28 - 


October 


3 - 


— 


15- 

i - 


November 


— 


4 - 

>7 _ 


— 


/ 

29 - 


December 


5 - 



Total - - 





Amount'. 




£. s. d. 


- 


200 - - 


- 


100 - - 


- 


1 10 - - 


- 


400 - - 


■ 


500 - - 


- 


390 - - 


■ 


1 ,000 - _ 


- 


1,000 - - 


- 


1,500 - - 


- 


1,000 - - 


- 


200 - ~ 


- 


182 19 6 


- 


267 - 6 




550 - - 


£. 


7,400 - - 



GENERAL ABSTRACT. 



Amount paid on Presentments - 
Amount paid to sundries towards the repair- 
ing and improving of roads, &c. 

Amount paid to Henry, Mullins, andM'Mahon 
Amount paid on account of land for Kilrush 
road _______ 



£. 

5.807 

1,506 

7,400 

11 



Total - - 



“ £ - 1 4,7*5 



4 

9 



10 



3 



d. 

3 

6 



9 



John Killaly. 
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PUBLIC WORKS FOR EMPLOYMENT OF THE POOR 77 



An ACCOUNT of Money paid on Presentments in the County of Tipperary, granted 
at the last Spring Assizes. 



N* 111. 



Mr. Killaly's 
Report on the 
Centra! District. 



N* of 

Presentment. 


— 


— 


— 


267. 1 


Barony of Clan willi am 


Edmond Ryan, Overseer 


£. s. d. 

49 17 13 


448. 


Barony of Upper Ormond - 


George Burr - - ditto - - 


57 12 " 


476. j 


Barony of Lower Ormond - 


Ditto - - - - ditto - - 


18 - - 






Total - - - £. 


125 9 6 



John Killaly. 



An ACCOUNT of sundry Sums of Money expended in the Payment of Presentments 
in the County of Galway, granted at the last Spring Assizes ; and also, those Sums 
-advanced to the Loughrea District Committee in said County, for carrying on Public 
Works, with the view of alleviating the Distresses of the Poor, through the medium 
of Employment. 



N° of 

Presentment. 


OVERSEERS. 


Amount paid. 




Barony of Leitrim : 


£. s, d. 


188. 


Hyacinth Clarke 


60 - - 


190. 


Thomas Brooks - -- -- -- - 


38 a 4 


192. 


Richard Magan - 


84 - - 


193 - 


Smyth Magill - 


6 17 6 




Total - - - £. 


188 19 10 





Barony of Loughrea: 




• 217 . j 


Joseph Ormsby -------- 


3 - 8 


218. 


Smyth Magill --------- 


75 - - 




Total - - - £. 


78-8 



A B 



STRACT, 



£. s. d. 



Barony of Leitrim - 
Barony of Loughrea - - 




188 19 10 
78-8 


Total paid on Presentments - 


- - £. 


267 - 6 



t* i ' 

249* U 
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7? 



REPORTS TO THE IRISH GOVERNMENT, Ac. 



N» HI. 

Mr. Killaly's 
Report on the 
Cent rul District. 



ACCOUNT of Sums advanced towards the repairing and improving of Roads See 
in the County of Galway. — Expended as follows : — 



N" of 
Voucher. 


RO A D. 


BARONY. 


Amount. 


1. 


Gort to Derrybrien - 


Kiltarton 


£■ s. d. 


2. 


Ditto to Loughrea, by Castleboy - 


Ditto - - - 




3- 


Ditto to Ditto, by Cloone - 


Ditto - 


M7 7 


4- 


Ditto to Tuam ----- 


Ditto - 


5- 


Ditto to Ditto ----- 


Ditto - - - 




G. 


Loughrea to Gort, two Roads 


Ditto and Loughrea 




7 • 


Ditto to Ditto, by Cloone - 


Loughrea 




8 . 


Ditto to Ditto ----- 


Ditto - 




9- 


Ditto to Ditto, by Coole - 


Ditto - 




10. 


Town of Loughrea and vicinity 


Ditto - 




n. 


Loughrea to Derrybrien - 


Ditto - - . 


29 - 10 

13 14 - 


12. 


Ditto to Eyrecourt _ 


Leitrim 


•3- 


Ditto to Mount Shannon, and from Por- 
tumna to Woodford - 


Ditto - _ _ 


14. 


Portumna to Gort _ 


Ditto - 




15- 

iG. 


Loughrea to Woodford 

Ditto to Ditto - - - . 


Ditto - 


32 5 if 


1 7 - 

18. 


Ditto to Gort Loughrea and Kil- 

| tarton 


7 4 10 




baronies of Kiltarton, Loughrea, and Leitrim - ’ „ 


40 13 6 






Total - - £. 


1.330 9 8 



general abstract. 



Amount paid on Presentments • 
Amount paid towards the repaii 
Roads, 8cc. - - 





£. s. 


d. 


and improving of 


267 - 


6 


- 


D33° 9 


8 


Total - - fj 


D597 10 


2 



John Killaly. 
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